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2016 Trikes, V-Rods, Sportys & Streets 



DONNY ON IRONHEADS 

Special Models & vms 

PANIC STOP! 

Bikes vs Cars & Trucks 

AWESOME ARIZONA 

Chris Twists The Traill 










WORLDWIDE LEADER IN V-TWIN PARTS SINCE 1968 

dragspecialties.com | f ^0 jj YouTube 




• PRECISION CRAFTED USING OEM-GRADE MATERIALS 

• DIRECT BOLT-ON MOUNTING 
•MINIMAL PREP TIME FOR PAINT 

• AVAILABLE IN 4" FOR ’14-16 AND 2.7" FOR ’93^13 

• MATCHING LIDS SOLD SEPARATELY FOR ’93^13 

• COMPATIBLE WITH OEM LIDS AND HARDWARE 

• COMPATIBLE WITH AFTERMARKET SPEAKER LIDS 

• SEE YOUR DRAG DEALER FOR THE COMPLETE LINE 



BE ICONIC 





FLTR WINDSCREEN TRIMS OVERDRIVE GRIPS & PEGS 



NEW 2015 PM PREMIUM PARTS 

NEVER RESTING ON OUR LAURELS, WE ARE DETERMINED TO FORGE FORWARD IN CREATING NEW 
SUPERIOR PERFORMING PARTS WITH UNFORGETTABLE AESTHETICS FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE. 
INDIVIDUALISM COMES STANDARD. CHARACTER IS BUILT. ICONS ARE REMEMBERED. 




ICONIC FOR 45 YEARS ♦ PERFORMANCE MACHINE ♦ FORGING FORWARD 




Solo Seat 





DISTRIBUTED BY 






AMERICAN V-TWtN PRODUCTS 






OVER 200 BRANDS 1 5 WAREHOUSES 
1000s OF AMERICAN V-TWIN PRODUCTS 



Visit your local HardDrive dealer. 



HDTWIN.COM 







k 







DEMAND 

VANCE & HINES 

Forged in the pits of motorcycle drag strips, Terry Vance 
and Byron Hines envisioned using their passion for the 
quarter mile to build a company that is o cornerstone of 
the motorcycle aftermarket. Today Vance & Hines stands 
for unparalleled quality, class and excellence. Whether 
racing down the track or riding around town, you too 
can be part of the experience. If you demand style and 
performance, demand Vance & Hines. 

IN CALIFORNIA: in order to meet Air Resources Board emissions requirements, 
certain aftermarket part applications hove been identified as replacements, and 
others have received ARB Executive Orders. All other emissions related aftermarket 
pads ore for compels on use only. A list of replacement parts ond EO parts, and 
corresponding fitment is provided at vonceandhires.com/california. 
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Softail 
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60 THE OLD 
ONE-TWO 

Born-again basket care 
bobber 

■ MOTORCYCLE 
BAGGER 



78 PROGRESSIVE 
MONOTUBES 

Lower ride, better 
performance , and oh inier 
looks for a 2005 Eiectra 
Glide 

■ RIDDEN 8t 
REVIEWED 



52 2016 H-D ROAD 
GLIDE ULTRA 

The ultimate in 
touring luxury 



■ NUTS A BOLTS 



34 HOW IT WORKS: 
BRAKING BAD 
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84 WIN THIS BIKE! 


■ CLASSIC 


Checking out our Softaii 


AMERICAN IRON 


Springer Classic 


102 1936 H-D VL 


88 FAT BOY 


Bills tipping point 


UPGRADES 




Part V installing a H-D 7" 
Day maker Reflector LED 


■ HANDBOOK 


headlight and /" headlight 
tr im r ing 


66 CANYONS, CACTUS 




& COWBOYS! 


92 HOG HELPLINE: 


Awesome Arizona, Part 


LIGHT LOAD 


Deux 


RATTLE 


72 2016 H-D TRIKES, 




V-RODS, SPORT- 
STERS & STREETS 

New suspension, new 
brakes, but the same 
rugged platforms 





Give A Gift Subscription 




Find us on 

Facebook 
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b) iimino nidr s\ 
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TRilSTTHE SAME. TRUST THETO'lffiE 

Rinehart Rating' FastTraeks"for Sportster 



REPUTATION OF PROVEN PERFORMANCE' 



RINEHARTRACING.COM 



877 - 264-8282 
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HARBOR FREIGHT 



QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 




MICROFIBER 
CLEANING CLOTHS 

Customer Rating 

LOT 68440/63030 



69678 shown 



$"|99 

comp at $5.55 

iiiiiiiiiiiniiniiniiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

i ~J n n <> 

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 




500 LB. CAPACITY 
ALUMINUM CARGO CARRIER 



Customer Rating 

— ‘I*— $ 89"S179T9 
IIIIIUHIIIIII II II III litl ll It INI 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be , 
resented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 1 

32PlE"cY 

SC REWDRIV ER SET 

PITTSBURGH 

LOT 61259/90764 shown 






SAl 

59 


1 


Customer Rating 

□□OQ 



$5"$14T7 

| llllllPIIII>nillll IIIIMIIIIII llll 

334?4aoa 
LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 




12 TON HYDRAULIC 

Customer Rating PIPE BENDER 



Lr'rif r itJ 
Hfjtlt iti/fii •* 




LOT 62539 
32888 shown 



$89" 

comp at $179.99 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllillllll 

:i :i 4 i n4nn 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. : 

6 ,t di¥t¥l1Taliper' 

PITTSBURGH 

LOT 47257 shown 
61585/62387 

Customer Rating 



$ 10 " xj 

COO OO Includes two 1.5V SR44 X 1 

comp at pz 7.77 button cell batteries. I 

llillll II I III II III III 1 1 II llll llll 

33350076 

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
1-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 




— 

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day. Save 20% on any 1 item 
purchased. ‘Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or any 
of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, 
extended service plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day parking lot sale 
item, compressors, floor jacks, saw mills, storage cabinets, chests 
or carts, trenchers, welders, Admiral, CoverPro, Daytona, Diablo, 
Franklin, Hercules, Holt, Jupiter, Predator, Stik-Tek, StormCat, Union, 
Vanguard, Viking. Not valid on prior purchases. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/8/16. 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiugiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 






QUALITY TOOLS 



^UmU/siiPER 

■ livll COUPON 



How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 



We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 

And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
600 Stores Nationwide. 



Customer Rating 1500 LB. CAPACITY 
CE3QE1 MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

pmsB 



Lift range: 
5-1/4" to 17" 



LOT 69995 shown 
60536/61632 



SAVE 




tS 



65 



$6999 

comp at $135 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

33304909 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

Iaammamaamm 



: - WnW super : - yjflW super : 

f T Iff f COUPON I wf l/f f COUPON • 



2.5 HR 21 GALLON Customer Rating 

125 P^l VERTICAL E3DQ r 
AIR COMPRESSOR 
EHIHALPNEIMATIC 



LOT 69091/67847 shown 
61454/61693/62803 





1*149" 

comp at $499 

tiiiiniiiiin ii 11111 ii ii iiii 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



g* ji . 29 PIECE TITANIUM 

SAVE nitride coated 

7 CO/ HIGH SPEED STEEL 

/0/o DRILL BIT SET 

LOT 61637 shown 
5889/62281 



9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
Customer Rating COMBINATION 

□□nor WRENCH SETS 

SAE 

LOT 69043/42304 shown 

METRIC 

. LOT 42305/69044 



PITTSBURGH 



SAVE 

66% 



YOUR CHOICE 



$599 

_ . „ comp at 

eoOOOOGOO $17.97 

1111111 1111 111111 iiiiiii 1111 11 1111 



m:ir.i*i 



LOW PROFILE 
MOTORCYCLE DOLLY 

LOT 95896 

Customer Rating 







presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

lUAUAUAiAiU 



1195 LB. CAPACITY 
4 FT. x 8 FT. 
AVE HEAVY DUTY FOLDABLE 
170 UTILITY TRAILER 



V* / IT / / comp at 

/ / $198.99 

111111 1111 1111 mu r.ii mu iiiiiii 

33404.301? 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 




$1 3"$5997 

IIIIIBIIIIIIIIIillMIIIIII 997 

93 41 3 1 DO 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

PlffsBURGHBam 

1000 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 





DOT Certified Tires 



*259" 5 .iBs: 



I LOT 62170/62648 
| 62666/90154 shown 

• 1 iiii.iiiiiie .iii 11 iiiiiii iiiiiii 11 mill 



' LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling ” 
1 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior I 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. J 
I Otter good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must 'be | 




presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per cu 

^ “ PITTSBURGH ^ 




3r per day. 



Customer Rating 

H BATTERY FLOAT 
CHARGER 

LOT 42292 shown 
69594/69955 

v ’5" 

•••• Osir 

IIIIIII IIIIIWIIIIIIIIIIll IIIIIII llll Hill 

:i n ,,* -1 tiTiin 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.^ 



$299" 



61 nil Customer Rating 

'> ,UI 1 cam c.mi>at $ 1310.99 

IIIIIII IIIIU 1 IIIIIIIIII llll II! Ill 'III 

83408304 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be | 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 





DIRT BIKE 
STAND 

LOT 67151 

Customer Rating 

nnnn : 

$1 9"$68.99 • 1000 lb. Capacity | 

mill mm 11 11 11 iiiiiii 1 11 iiiiiii 

33303036 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
1 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be | 
. presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. _ 



MECHANIC'S GLOVES 

SIZE LOT COMP AT 



MED 


62434/62426 


$12.74 


LG 


62433/62428 


$12.38 


X-LG 


62432/62429 


$11.99 




YOUR CHOICE _ 

99 SAVE 

^ ¥ 068 % 

Item 62429 shown ,u 

llll lllill lllll lllll III II llllllllllllll llll llll 

3 342S4BO 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



















LOWEST PRICES §mm 





Customer Rating 



i 



27". 11 DRAWER 
ROLLER cabinet 

LOT 61485 
67421 shown 

• Welded Steel Joints 

• Lockable Drawers 




*189 M $43»7 

Mill' III III 111 llli INI III III II Hill 



13vl TT31 n 



LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



SUPER COUPON 



FREE 



WITH ANY PURCHASE 
PITTSBURGH' 1 

1" X 25 FT. I 
TAPE I 
MEASURE l 



LOT 69080 shown I 
69030/69031 1 



LIMIT 1 - Cannot bf 
Coupon good at our 
Offer good while supplies 



Valid through 4/8/16. Limit 




PNEUMATIC ADJUSTABLE 
ROLLER SEAT 
pirrsauitGnmm 

LOT 4631 9 shown 
61160/61896 

Customer Rating 




SAVE 

50% 




• 3001b. 
Capacity 

$1999 

comp at 

$39.99 

mu 11 nil 1 mu urn n ini iii ii 

3347^4*1(1 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
^ presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

T.5i~cub7cft. 

SOLID STEEL DIGITAL 
FLOOR SAFE 

3— Hhc SKlilir 

_____ LOT 61565 1 
91006 shown t 

'ISO $gg99j 

comp at $279.99j 

iiiiiiiiiiiwiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

334S370S | 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be I 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 






NON-CONTACT INFRARED 
THERMOMETER WITH 
LASER TARGETING 

Customer Rating 

□E3C3Q 

LOT 61894/96451 
60725/69465 shown 

SAVE 

62% $2599 

comp at 

$69.99 

iiiiinii!niiiiiiiiii!iiiiiiiiiini:iiiiiiiii 




-1 -* n ft 



LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



Ulllllllllllllllllll!llll III III 



^ U/nU/sUPER 

■ WWWWW coupon 



qFNfP»T(jnE 4000 PEAK/ 

cupEr* 3200 RUNNING WATTS 

mOjEp 

p # Dt . GAS GENERATORS 

Customer Rating L0T 69729/69676 shown 

— — LOT 69675/69728 

CALIFORNIA ONLY 




70 dB Noise 



f'OO comp at $529.99 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 



presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



!■■■■■■ ■ ■ ■■■■■■! Inina ■ ■ ■■■■■■§ 





MOTORCYCLE STAND/ 
AVE WHEEL CHOCK 

1202 PITTSBURGH 

- 1800 lb. Capacity 
LOT 61670 




97841 




4 PIECE ANTI-FATIGUE 
FOAM MAT SET; 

LOT 61607/62389 
94635 shown 1 

SAVE 
61% 



$4799 ; 

$249^9 J * gSlS? comp at $17.97 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiimiiiiiiiiii • iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 1111 in 1 11 1111 






comp at $17.97 

iiii!n«!iiiiini i i 11 1111 1 11 



3343474F 

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.. 



334Dai>3e 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

30" SERViCE CARF WITH 
LOCKING DRAWER 

US+GHfRAL 

Q/||/r LOT 61161 
d/I If C 90428 shown 

$40 

$5999 

comp at 

$99.99 

mill in hi inn mu 11 1 111 11 111 111 1111 

33441734 | 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling . LIMIT 3 - Go 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 1 800-423-2567. C. 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. _ purchases after 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be I Offer good while 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. , presented. Valid 



33444400 

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling * 
1 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior I 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt, 
i Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be | 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.^ 

RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON » 

ALUMINUM RACING JACK i 

PITTSBURGH , 



Customer Rating 

□uorjir 



w U 

CCIQQ LOT 69252 
V-IH 33 68053/621 
1 WW 62496/625 

I camp at $11 9.99 60569 shown (p - 

1 mi m ini m i mi ni 



33444093 

it our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
days from original purchase with original receipt 
plies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
gh 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day 



• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 

• Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers 



• No Hassle Return Policy 

• Lifetime Warranty onAHHandToois 



600 Stores Nationwide 
HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 



600 Stores 
Nationwide 




2 PIECE 

VEHICLE WHEEL DOLLIES 

PITTSBURGH 

Customer Rating ™L 60 . 343 

craar 67338 5hown 



$4999 



t • 15001b. 

Capacity comp at $99.99 

iiiiiiii iiiiin in m in i n 






RETRACTABLE 
rcvnu AIR HOSE REEL WITH 
HU» 3/8" x 50 FT. HOSE 




LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ■ 




4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER 

LOT 95578/69645/60625 shown 

drtllmoster 



| 3 3444B 3 3 j 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 




2500 LB. 

ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH WIRELESS Di 
REMOTE CONTROL ^tomer Rating 

$EOQQ QE30 

LOT 61258 shown 

ww $2 59.99 61840/61297/68146 

liilllllllll illlll inillllllillllllfllililli 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 




$17999 



Customer Rating 

god r 

10 FT. x 17 FT. 
PORTABLE GARAGE 

LOT 62860/62859/62864 
comp at >3 1 1 63055/60727/62286/69039 shown 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiit 

33407843 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/8/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



















Of?*c3imai_ • Style m Innovation 
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PATENTED FORWARD CONCAVE & FORWARD CONVEX APES 

BY CARUNI 




www.CarliniDesign.com 

Carlini Apes are Designed for 
the Best Side Profile style. 
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MONOTUBE CARTRIDGE 
KIT FOR TRI-GLIDE 

True high performance front suspension is final Ly 
available for the HD Tri-Glide models. Progressive 
Suspension has gone back to the drawing board and 
created a state of the art Fork Cartridge Kit 
designed to outperform everything on the market. 
Our new asymmetrical design places a progressive 
rate spring in one teg and an aluminum bodied, 
sealed cartridge damper on the other. The result 
is superior damping and ride control as a new 
benchmark for high performance suspension on the 
2014+ Tri-Glide platform. 



•Frequency Sensing Technology 
•Improved Bottoming Control 



•Improved Cornering and Stability 

•Lifetime limited warranty 
8 HADE IK USA 



QBD 



S77 . 690 .741 1 



714. 523*6700 



www. progressive suspension. com 
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Introducing the backrest Collection by LePera 
for Touring Models. Available in 12 styles. 




A Family Company Sinc e 1 1972 

LEPERA ENTERPRISES * NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA Ml 

Bta.7B7.Stm ■ lVWW.LEPeWA.COM 31 
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Because life is better on two wheels. 




MOTORCYCLES • LEATHER > SEATS • CONTROLS • ENGINE COVERS • AIR CLEANERS • HANDLEBARS • & MORE 








SHIFTING GEARS 



Goodbye, Old Friend 



I HAD NO IDEA WHAT IT WOULD LEAD TO WHEN, 
in 1974 and against my parents' wishes, I bought 
my first motorcycle. As a broke college kid, I sold 
that bike a year later to help pay for a slightly 

newer and bigger one. That transaction 
led to buying and selling even more 
bikes over the years. 

The buying and selling stemmed from 
efforts to upgrade my ride, leading to an 
obsession with motorcycles in the 
process. Fast forward to the 1990s. 

That’s when my motorcycle interests 
reversed: leading me to classic American 
bikes from the 1940s and ’50s. I owned, 
and enjoyed riding, a 1953 Indian Chief, 
my first Indian. I later bought a beauti- 
ful, but barely running, 1946 Chief dur- 
ing the 1996 Daytona Bike Week. I 
spent a day or two sorting it out at the 
long-gone Klassix Auto Museum, where 
we used to host the Indian & Classic 
American Iron rallies. Fortunately, the 
’46 Chief responded well to fine tuning, 
and my efforts were rewarded with a 
bike that loved to be ridden. 

I’ve owned many classic motorcycles 
since then. Some I keep for a year or 
two before selling to make way for dif- 
ferent ones. Others I keep and rode for 
decades. I never know which of these 

categories a new (well, old) bike will fall into when I pur- 
chase it. You see, I easily fall in love with classics, and I think 
each one is a “forever” bike. Most aren’t. And that’s okay 
because buying and selling lets me own, ride, and enjoy a 
wider assortment of motorcycles than if I had never sold any. 

I had no idea what amazing experiences I’d have aboard 
this 69-year-old time machine. They include a ride up the 
California coast to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
Hollister riots with AIM Classics Editor Jim Babchak, the 
Tomas family from Kiwi Indian, and the wacky pranksters 
who hang out at The Shop in Ventura, California. I also 
enjoyed many wonderful rides on that Chief in and around 
New England (including many bike shows — and plenty of 
trophies), and I’ll never forget the ride on my Indian from the 
National Motorcycle Museum in Anamosa, Iowa, to Sturgis 
this summer for the 75th running of the Sturgis Rally. Riding 
that Chief to Sturgis was fitting, considering the famous rally 




started out as an Indian motorcycle gathering. 

But all good things must come to an end. I’m fortunate 
enough to own several classic motorcycles, but I can’t ride 
them all. Not having ridden the ’46 Indian much in the past 
several years (other than to Sturgis), I knew it was time for 
someone new to own and enjoy it. So I loaded a full descrip- 
tion and photos on eBay along with a 
veiy reasonable reserve. I’m half-sad to 
report it sold quickly. Not for as much 
as I was hoping for, but a fair and 
reasonable price. As I walked the new 
owners — a nice young couple — 
around the bike, sharing a few of my 
experiences and stories with them, I 
had serious second thoughts. And when 
I fired the engine up to ride over to 
their trailer, I had a hard time letting go 
of the handlebar. But a deal is a deal, 
and it’s time to let someone else create 
his own memories with the Chief. 
Besides, I’ll always have my memories 
with this one, plus I still have my 1940 
Indian Sport Scout to ride. 



BOGOF: Last-Minute 
Gift Solution 



I easily fall in love 
with classics, and 
I think each one is a 
“forever” bike 



NEED A QUICK AND EASY SOLUTION TO 
your last-minute gift-giving concerns? 
For the first time ever, American Iron 
Magazine is offering a BOGOF (Buy 
One, Give One Free ) gift-subscription 
deal. For eveiy gift subscription you 
buy for a riding buddy at our regular 
price, you get a second subscription free. Buy two gift sub- 
scriptions and get two more free! And we’ll even send them 
a card in your name. It doesn’t get much easier (or cheaper) 
than that for holiday (Harleyday?) shopping. But you have 
to act now as the offer expires December 31 ! 

Please go to AIMag.com web site to take advantage of 
this limited-time Buy One, Give One Free gift-subscription 
deal. But, again, do it now, as this offer is good only 
through the end of the year. 



Ride safe, ride smart 



fun. 



BUZZ KANTER 
Publisher/Editor- In- Chief, American Iron Magazine 

Buzz Kanter @BuzzKanter 
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Mew DnT 
Deep-n'ThnoaC^ 

Chrome - $549 
r Black - $559 



Dresser Duals . .. 

Power Duals 

Monster Rounds 

Monster Ovals 

Hi-Output Slip-ons 

Pro Pipe 2-into-l 

Big Radius 

Fishtails 

Overside 4.5' Slip-ons 

Big Shot Duals 

Super Radius 
Short shot Staggered 



SCALL 

SCALL 

SCALL 

SCALL 

SCALL 

SCALL 

SCALL 

SCALL 

SCALL 

SCALL 

SCALL 

SCALL 



ROKKER Series Speakers 
6 65" 14-15 FLH $279 

6 65" 2015 FLTR ,....$279 

5st7 for BOOM Lid 14+ $249 

5x7 for BOOM Lid 96-13 $249 

7 25" for 06-13 FLH $249 

25Qw 2-ch Amp 06-13 $389 

50Qw 4-ch Amp 06-1 3 S524 

25Gw 2ch Amp 14+ $429 

500w 4ch Amp 14+ S579 

Performance Series 
7.25' Spkr kit 06-13 $154 

1S0w 2-ch Amp 06-13 ... $289 
36Gw 4-eh Amp 06-13 ... $409 
2 Spkr 2-ch Amp kit $414 

4 Spkr 4-ch Amp kit 5599 

6 Spkr 4-ch Amp kit $899] 



FL Black $1474 

FL Chrome ... Si 599 
FL Ad) Black $1649 
Dyna Black ... $1474 
XL Black ...... 51474 

Softail Black . $1379 



Power Curve Dual Headers $409 
Down Under Dual Headers $419 
Fishtail System - Softail $699 



Road Rage 2 into- 1 Exhaust 



B4 ■ FLH -Chrome. $719 

B4 ■ FLH - Black $734 

B1 - DYNA - Black $614 

Short * DYNA - Black $614 

Mega Power -DYNA- Black $614 
Softail Breakout - Chrome S569 
Softail Breakout - Black $594 



DYNA REVO ..$614 
DYNA REVO-A $799 

XL REVO $614 

XL REVO-A $790 

FLH REVO $614 

FLH REVO-A $799 



Fuelpak FP3 

SCALL 
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Revok? i ion Performan c e 

107' Bolt-on kit for 07-15 
113* Bolt-on Kit for 110* SE S9S 4 
96" Bolt-on kil for 99-06 S879 

85* Bolt-on Kit for 64-99 S879 

S&S Cycle 

97* Bolt-on kil for 99-06 .... $654 
106“ Bolt-on Kit for 07-15 ... $654 
51 0G Gear Drive kit 99-06 . $579 

570C Chain Cam Kit 5259 

551 CE Easy Start Cam kit -$324 



0FEULING 

HP+ Superpump Lifters ,.,$119 

HP* Oil Pump ,.$319 

Cam Plate 07-15 $279 

OE+ Oil Pump $194 

GE+ Dam Plate $209 

OE+ Pump/Plate Kit 07-153392 
Oil System Kit HP+ 07-15 $639 
Oil System Kit HP+ 99-06 $669 

Reaper Camshafts $287 

Crankshaft Runout Tool , $ 89 



23* Raked Triple Trees 
Bagger Nation Ext Bags *cau 

Stage 1 Big Sucker IGALI 

Inverted Air Cleaner * KAu 

Beveled Cover Line kail. 

Slot Track Cover Line ... 
Heel/Toe Shift Lever ...... sc ail 

Brake Lever ...,icall. eJ 
Windshield Trim *cau ff JA 
Footpegs .tCAii WmJ 



14-15 FLH 6* Windshield ,,,$109 
14-15 FLH 8' Windshield ,$119 
15 FLTR 9" Windshield .,.,.$13$ 
15 FLTR 12“ Windshield .., ,$140 
96-13 FLH 6" Windshield ....$107 
96-13 FLH fl" Windshield ... S1 15 
96-13 FLTR 10* Windshield $132 
96-13 FLTR 14" Windshield Si 44 
Available in Clear, Light Smoke. 

Gun Smoke, and Black 



KUryakyn 



Power max 



06-up Dyna - Black $589 

06- up Dyna - Chrome ..... $539 

All FXR - Black $549 

All FXR - Chrome $469 

07- up Softail - Black $569 

07-up Softail - Chrome ... S539 
09-up Touring - Black .... $624 
09-up Touring - Chrome . $559 

X-Series - Black $889 

X-Series - Chrome $819 



True-Dual 
Headers, $509 
True Dual Headers-Chrome $419 
True Dual Headers-Black .... $449 
Chrome 4* Slip-ons w/ cap . $449 

Black 4' Slip-ons w/ cap $449 

Me ichi ng A i rstri ke Ai rC lea n ar $36 9 

TruFlo Air Cleaner $369 

Matching grips $ 69 



6901 Fairing Vent Accent $22 

Phase 7 LED Head Light $229 
4351 Premium Floorboards $135 
Kinetic Grips Chm or Blk S71 



21X3.5 FRONT 
18X5.5 REAR. 
STARTING AT $ 
$950 EACH ft 



All Crusher Exhaust $CALL 

x kUrs/on 

All Xkursion Luggage . . SCALL 
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WE’VE MOVED! 

FORT WORTH, TX 



ON All ORDERS OVER $149 | 40 STATES 1 RESTRICTIONS APPLY 



LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE 
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DIRECTCYCLEPARTS.COM 1 800-745-6830 ORDERS@DIRECTCYCLEPARTS.COM 




Ordering Info: "Free freight does not apply to anyone located outside of the continental US 48 states. All pnces are subject to change 
without notice. All parts are subject to availability. Prices may vary depending on year and model of the bike. This ad supercedes all other ads. 
Not responsible for printing enors. Items cannot be returned if opened. See all policies on our website www,DirectCycleParls,com 








Smoothie 



for more info call 



for more styles go to 

www.dfttrikes.com 



Also available... 
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AIM Expo 



Everyone has heard 
of Biketoberfest, which 
happens in Daytona 
during mid- October. 

But how many of you 
know about the new 
trade/consumer show 
that's held at the same 
time in nearby 
Orlando? Now in its 
third year, this show is 
growing into a must-do 
event. The first two 
days, Thursday and 
Friday, are for the trade, 
meaning dealers and the 
media. However, on 
Saturday and Sunday 
the show is open to 
eveiyone. Being a fun 
putt from Daytona, it's a 
great way to check out 
cool new products from 
many aftermarket man- 
ufacturers. Here are just a few of the 
new things I saw at this years show. 

Yelvington, with a head designer/ 
engineer who just retired from NASA, 
has introduced a new trike rear section 
that just bolts to your existing Touring 
model frame. Theres no welding or cut- 
ting involved since the new rear assem- 
bly replaces the stock swingarm. You 
keep the bikes entire upper rear section 
(rear fender, saddlebags, Tour-Pak, 
etc.) just as it is. The new trike section 
places the two rear wheels just outside 
the saddlebags, complete with stock- 
looking rear fenders. Plus, this rear sec- 
tion has a built-in reverse feature, which 
is part of the new rear pulley. There's no 
messing with the transmission ! To oper- 
ate, put the tranny into neutral, flip the 
switch that engages the reverse setup, 
shift the tranny into first gear, and 
simply move the bike backwards using 
your existing clutch lever just as you 
would to slowly move the bike forward. 
Sweet! We're already set up to do a full 
install and review for you m 2016. 

For the high performance crew, 



Yuasa now has a 500 
CCA batteiy for 
selected models. That 
means the stock starter 
motor will now have 
plenty of power to crank 
over that monster motor 
you just spent lots of 
cash building. We'll test 
these new batteries veiy 
soon. 

Got a new Indian Big 
Twin and looking for 
more low-end grunt? 
The crew at Andrews 
has a new performance 
camshaft setup that 
promises an increase of 
over 10 ft-lbs. of torque 
in the engine's low-rpm 
range. It's just what the 
doctor ordered for the 
big bikes in the Indian 
lineup. You Victoiy 
owners have not been forgotten: 
Andrews has a new performance 
camshaft for you, too! There was also 
an array of new products from Barnett, 
Biker's Choice, Dynojet, TechnoRe- 
search, and a host of other manufactur- 
ers. Look for installs on these and other 
new products in future issues. 

There was also an impressive display 
of showstopping bikes by noted custom 
builders. Definitely put this one on your 
short list of shows to see in 2016. And 
since it occurs at the same time as Bike- 
toberbest, it's an excellent way for riders 
like me who live m places with cold win- 
ters to close out the riding year. After all, 
we have all winter to install some of the 
cool new stuff we saw at the show! 

See you on the road. 

GL: 

Chris Maida 

Editor 





A great way to 
check out cool 
new products 
from many 
aftermarket 
manufacturers 
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The new RCX 3 .0" Siip-on Mufflers for the Indian Scout offer both performance and style. Each muffler features a full length 
3.0* diameter muffler body with a precision tuned 2‘ louvered core baffle. This unique baffle design works to produce great 
back pressure while producing a deep and aggressive exhaust tone. Customize the look of these new mufflers with your 
choice of 8 different exhaust tip designs. Available in chrome or a ceramic black finish. Made in the U.5A MSRP $379.00 
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QUOTED 8t NOTED 



WinThe 2016 Daytona Raffle Bike! 



IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN WHEN WE TEAM UP WITH 
the Daytona Regional Chamber of Commerce to build a 

custom bike to be raffled 
off at Daytona Bike 
Week. This year's build is 
based on one of the bad- 
dest bikes to roll out of 
the factory, the Harley- 
Davidson Springer Soft- 
ail Classic, which is being 
worked over by Wood- 
stock H-D in Kingston, 
New York. The best and 
quickest way to get a 
ticket to win this year's 
Harley- Davidson Softail Springer Classic is to enter online 
at OflicialBikeWeek.com with your Visa, MasterCard, or 
American Express card. To get a ticket to this year's raffle 
via the mail, just send your name, address, telephone num- 
ber, the number of tickets you want, and a check for the 
correct amount ($50 per ticket) to the Daytona Beach 
Community Foundation, PO Box 2676, Dept. AIM , 

Daytona Beach, FL 32115-2676. If you have any questions, 
you can call the foundation at 386/255-0981. You can also 
get more info at OfficialBikeWeek.com. 

The drawing will be held at noon on Saturday, March 12, 
on the mam stage in Riverfront Park on the corner of Beach 
and Main streets in Downtown Daytona Beach. Only 4,500 
tickets will be printed. As always, you don't have to be 
present to win, only your entry does. Good luck! 




HARLEY-DAVIDSON SCREAMIN’ EAGLE/VANCE & HINES RIDER ANDREW HINES 
battled to his second Pro-Stock Motorcycle final-round victory in the 
National Hot Rod Association (NHRA) Countdown to the Championship 
playoffs at the NHRA Keystone Nationals. Andrew has two wins in four 
Countdown events and now has a commanding 89-point lead on the 
Pro-Stock Motorcycle field with three races left. 

Andrew has three wins for the entire 2015 season and 41 career wins in 
the Pro-Stock Motorcycle category. After four of six Countdown rounds, 
Andrew leads the Pro-Stock Motorcycle category with 2,378 points. 
Harley-Davidson Screamin’ Eagle/Vance & Hines rider Ed Krawiec is in 
second place with 2,289 points. 

Ed led all qualifiers for the event, as his V-Rod blasted down the track in 
6.802 seconds in the sole round of rain-shortened qualifying. Andrew 
qualified second at 6.816 seconds. For more information, visit Harley- 
Davidson at H-D.com. 




PPG Launches New Vibrance Web Site 



PPG AUTOMOTIVE REFINISH HAS UNVEILED A NEW WEB SITE FOCUSING EXCLUSIVELY ON ITS POPULAR VIBRANCE COLLECTION 
line of refinish products. The web site, VibranceCollection.com, offers a wealth of product information, news, techni- 
cal tips, and much more about the brand’s array of custom finishes. The site is intended for custom car and motor- 
cycle builders and enthusiasts, hot rod shops, and anyone interested in learning about and using the latest colors, 

micas, pigments, and special effects to bring 
his paint design ideas to life. 

The site’s navigation bar offers easy and 
fast access to several destinations, including 
Products, Colors, News, Showcase, Top Guns, 
Tech Tips, Training, Merchandise, and Where to 
Buy. Also included are videos of notable cars, 
trucks, and motorcycles that have been treated 
to Vibrance Collection finishes, along with tips 
and demonstrations by well-known painters - 
Charley Hutton and Bobby Alloway - and PPG 
experts. Visitors are also able to submit photos 
of their own custom projects to the site. 




Riding the Web 

Shop Online For 
H-D Footwear 
Harley-Davidson Footwear, a 
division of Wolverine World- 
wide, launched an all new 
e-commerce web site this past 
autumn. Boot lovers every- 
where will be able to view and 
purchase the entire H-D 
Footwear Lifestyle product line 
through Harley-Davidson- 
Footwear.com, as well as view 
the full dealer-exclusive 
Performance Collection. AIM 
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AID TO INJURED 
MOTOR CYCLISTS 

w:«rtw.ONABIKE.f.rtm 



Motorcycle 

Accident? 
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Law Offices of 

Richard M. Lester 

Founder, Aid to Injured Motorcyclists 

• 110 Offices Throughout North America 

• Free Legal Consultation 

• No Recovery = No Fee 

• We Make House Calls 

• Attorneys in Every State & Providence Who Ride 
■ No Fees on Motorcycle Damage Recovered 

• Also Auto Accidents 

(800) ON-A 

W* are endorsed by the National Coalition of 
Molorcycli it* and more fh an 7000 motor c yt (e 
groups throughout the United State* and 
Canada, and serve as Legal Counsel for the 
Confederation* of Club*. 
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HARLEY HERITAGE by jim babchak 



Then Came Bronson 



Through the years, harley- davidson 
motorcycles have been featured prominently in 
many films, television shows, and print. Their 
presence is so powerful on the big and small 

screens that they often play an integral 
part of the stoiys plot. Hollywood 
Harleys can also take on a life of their 
own, and become the most memorable 
character in the film or TV show! 

Among my favorite TV shows when 
I was a young and impressionable lad 
was Then Came Bronson. The show, star- 
ring Michael Parks as the lead charac- 
ter James “Jim” Bronson, premiered 
September 17, 1969 on NBC, lasting 
just one season. The show’s premise 
follows Jim, a young newspaper re- 
porter, whose best friend Nick (played 
by a young Martin Sheen) commits 
suicide. This causes Jim to become dis- 
illusioned with his job, big-city life, and 
working for “the man.” So he buys 
back the 1969 XLH he had previously 
sold to his friend Nick (from Nick’s 
widow), straps a sleeping bag to the 
bikes handlebar and a duffle bag to its 
sissybar, and then hits the road. His 
travels take him across America so that 
he can remove the shackles of society, 
rejuvenate his soul, and search for the 
meaning of life. Along the way, he 
meets many folks, sharing with them his philosophies about 
life, while also helping them solve their personal issues in a 
peaceful way. Being the Age of Aquarius, peace and love, 
this approach to life was being espoused by the hippie sub- 
culture and perfectly reflected the mood of the period. 

I love the show’s opening dialogue when Jim 
pulls up alongside a guy in an old station wagon 
as they engage in a conversation: 

Driver: “Taking a trip?” 

Jim: “What’s that?” 

Driver: “Taking a trip?” 

Jim: “Yeah.” 

Driver: “Where to?” 

Jim: “Oh, I don’t know. Wherever I end up, 

I guess.” 

Driver: “Man, I wish I was you.” 

Jim: “Really?” 



Driver: “Yeah.” 

Jim: “Well, hang in there.” 

That phrase, “hang in there” became his signature expres- 
sion and was adopted by the hippie counterculture of the time. 

Music was an important element of the show: Long Lone- 
some Highway was the perfect song for the closing credits; 

it reached number 20 on Billboard * s Top 
100 Hits that year. Parks sang on the 
track and later in an album. 

Jim’s 1969 XLH was a fairly stock 
machine, with the exception of a 2 1 " 
front tire, chromed and bobbed front 
fender, Bates headlight, bobbed rear 
fender with a British taillight, sissybar, 
and a XLCH peanut gas tank that 
sported a unique logo on its flanks. I’ve 
heard people refer to the logo as “the 
all-seeing eye” or the “Eye of Provi- 
dence.” No matter. It was Jim’s logo. 

The XLH was an electric- start ma- 
chine, but in all the episodes, you see 
Jim kickstart his bike. One stoiy I read 
online stated that the film crew often 
had Michael fake the kick while he 
pushed the start button! The bike’s 
color became known as Bronson Red, 
and a generation of riders was influ- 
enced by this motorcycle and this show. 
How many young men didn’t dream 
about being Jim, riding their Harleys 
cross-country, meeting interesting peo- 
ple, helping those in need, spreading 
the word about peace and unity, discov- 
ering distant places, and experiencing 
different cultures in forgotten corners of America? So cool! 

Surprisingly, the show lasted only one season as I mentioned 
earlier. The inner workmgs of network decision-making eluded 
us back then, although today, just about eveiyone seems to be a 
critic, and pretty much eveiyone can read a Nielsen rating or 

can research the cumulative box office revenue for 
the latest film. Back then, not so much. 

Moreover, Then Came Bronson represented 
a type of TV show that was in tune with its 
time. It was inspirational and exciting and high- 
lighted the generational shift and changing 
times that were taking place in our society dur- 
ing the 1960s and early ’70s. Today, you can get 
it on DVD. Better yet, track down an old Iron- 
head Sportster from those days to make it your 
Great American Freedom Machine! And don’t 
ever forget . . . hang m there, man ! AIM 




How many young men 
didn’t dream about 
being Jim, riding their 
Harleys cross-country ... 



SB NBC-TV WEOl KITE SERIES 



THEN SAME BRONSON 

U A HAftliY DAVIDSON 
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> SMOOTH FORK LEGS WITH RETRO BOOTS 
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Built To Ride. 

Baggers are built to ride, wed prefer if you keep them that way, From sculpted billet 
aluminum, custom bodywork or performance exhausf, each Arlen Ness product for your 
Bagger is designed and engineered to enhance the look and ride of the motorcycle, Check 
out the alWw lOGouge Ifne and hundreds of other accessories for every angle of your ride 
at www.ArlenNess.com 
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www.ARLENNESS.com 



Arlen Ness Ent. 6050 Dublin Blvd Dublin, CA 94568 PH: 925479-6300 







SCRATCHING & WONDERING by rick fearless fairless 



I Still Get High On Motorcycles 



Ya know, working in the motorcycle 

industry was my dream when I was a kid, and 
IVe been living my dream for many, many years 
now. It's crazy that a dream you had as a kid can 
still be a powerful motivation 50 years later, but 

in my case, its as strong now as it 
ever was. Maybe even stronger! 

When I was 7 years old, I started 
noticing motorcycles and, more 
specifically, choppers ! I got my first 
bike, a minibike, at 9 years old. My 
life had changed forever; motor- 
cycles have consumed my life. I 
remember how I couldn't wait to get 
out of school so I could ride my 
motorcycle. I didn't have any 
interest in anything that didn't have 
two wheels and an engine. I was 
never a great student, and I blame 
my love for motorcycles. I have to 
blame it on something, so that's 
what I'll go with! 

As I grew older, my motorcycles 
got bigger and faster and more 
custom in appearance. I moved up 
to a Honda 100, then a Honda 125, 

Honda 250, Suzuki 400, and a 
Yamaha 650. Then finally in 1977, I 
bought my first Harley, a 1974 
XL1000 Sportster. Man, was I 
proud to own a Harley! I learned a 
lot owning that Ironhead. I learned 
how to work on it, and I learned 
how to customize it. Looking back 
now, it's crazy because riding that 
Harley was really nothing special as 
far as horsepower or ridability, but 
it was something very special in my 
mind. I guess it's just a feeling you 
get when you ride an American- 
made motorcycle that you've 
wanted for so many years. 

So now that I was riding a Harley, my buddies all got 
Harleys, too. We thought we were some really cool cats. 
Being in our early 20s, we rode our Harleys to work every 
day and we ran the streets at night! I also had a Husq- 
varna dirt bike that I loved to ride off-road during week- 
ends. I was so happy back then, but I wasn't content with 



where I was in my life. I wanted more, much more! The 
tough part was that I didn't know exactly what I wanted, 
but I did know that I was absolutely motorcycle crazy. 
Pretty much all I wanted to do was work on and ride mo- 
torcycles. I remember my boss yelling at me one time be- 
cause he told me to go pick up his lunch, and I was glad to 
because it gave me a chance to ride my Sporty. He told me 
that I should take the shop truck, 
but he guessed he didn't care as 
long as his lunch was still hot when 
I got back ! 

Running my own motorcycle 
shop still makes me as giddy as a 
schoolgirl on her way to the prom ! 

I mean, everything I do revolves 
around motorcycles. These days are 
still tough, but not because of the 
motorcycles. They're tough because 
of the motorcyclists ! Ya know, the 
nut bucket behind the handlebars. 
It's crazy how so many motorcycle 
owners disrespect their bikes. That 
blows my mind because a motor- 
cycle is like a good friend, someone 
to love and respect. Just this after- 
noon, I had a goon on an older H-D 
bagger pull in front of my band 
stage and hold his throttle wide 
open, sitting on the rev limiter! He 
literally did this for several minutes 
straight until I could yell at him, 
"Don't do that!" He stopped, but he 
kept on apologizing, “I'm sorry, 
Rick. I'm sorry, Rick." I told him 
"Listen, you have a loud Harley. 
That's nothing special. Everybody 
out here has a loud Harley, so shut 
that bike off! " 

Years ago when I was in high 
school, a guy asked me if I get high, 
and I told him that I get high on 
motorcycles. Well, fast forward 40 
years, and I still get high on motor- 
cycles and I will until the day I die ! 
P.S.: scratching and wondering. Whatever happened to 
Samantha Stevens? Boy, could I use a wife like her today! 



Rick ownj Strokerj Dallas Motorcycle Shop , Strokerj Ice Hoiuie Beer 
Joint j Strokero Ink Tattoo Parlor, RF Cue tom Victoiy Parte, and Big 
State Foundation Grill. Check out hie web cite at StrokerjDallaj.com. 




Running my own motorcycle 
shop still makes me as 
giddy as a schoolgirl on her 
way to the prom! 
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PROUD FATHER My son Nic recently graduated from Central Michigan 
University's Army Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) program. He was 
then accepted into the US Army Aviation school at Ft. Rucker, Alabama. Shortly 
after moving there, he purchased his first Harley, a 2005 Electra Glide Standard. 
This past June, I drove my 2000 Road King down to Alabama to visit Nic and do 
some riding together. I just want to say how proud I am of my son. 

ANTHONY PALKA 
Via Internet 



EL PRIMER VIAJE IVe 

been a subscriber for quite 
some time now, and I always 
get a kick out of the pictures 
sent in by readers. This is 
my mother-in-law s first ride 
on a big niotocicleta. She 
was visiting us from Colom- 
bia this past summer, and 
she's always wanted to see 
what it was like on the big 
moto. My bike is a 2007 
FLHTCU. This one’s for 
you, Tita! 

JON LOCKE 

Roseville , MN 



We welcome letters on any subject, whether we agree with the writers or not. Electronic letters, both with and without photos, can 
be e-mailed to Letters@AmericanlronMag.com. Photos should be high-resolution, JPEG images (at least 300 dpi at 4" x 6"). Please also 
include your name, address, and a brief description of each photo. And although we reserve the right to edit, shorten, or change your letters 
so they make no sense at all, we do promise not to mess with your images. That means no phony mustaches, tutus, etc. (However, we may 
slip an issue of American Iron Magazine into the photo somewhere.) 
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We were riders kmg before we became 
attorneys , We understand what you're going 
through and are recognized experts in the field 
of motorcycle law. At Russ Brown Motorcycle 
Attorneys, our experience on two wheels is s 
passion that works to your benefit. 






bb 






Russ was inducted into the Sturgis Motorcycle 
Hall of Fame, the only attorney ever to receive 
this honor. His commitment to the motorcycle 
community resulted in "BAM” (Breakdown 
Assistance for Motorcyclists), a FREE nationwide 
volunteer program of over 2 t OOO T 0O0 riders 
helping riders everywhere in the U.S. We go the 
extra mile for our clients and our friends. Our 
business model is built on relationships and 
trust. 






Our track record and reputation have earned 
us the respect of our adversaries and the 
entire legal community. We are relentless with 
insurance companies and we work tirelessly to 
get the maximum possible recovery for our 
clients. Don't settle for less than you deserve. 
Call 1 -80D-4- BIKERS for a free consultation 
with the experts first. Russ. Chuck & Jim wilt 
be a consulting resource but representaion will 
always be by a local trusted affiliate attorney. 



I recommend Russ Brown Motorcycle Attorneys highly as they were fast and efficient when l needed them most. They fully appreciate riders' 
needs as they ride and understood my situation fully. I have no regrets and am very happy with the outcome, When the unthinkable happens, it's h m 
good to have them on your side. I wouldn’t consider anyone else, neither should you. jP ™ 

-Thank you f 
Rick Rademacher 



Call us at 1-800‘4-BIKERS or visit our website at RussBrown.com today 







BARN FINDS? I went riding with 
some friends on a beautiful spring day 
in Snohomish, Washington. One of our 



photo stops was at a friends farm in 
front of the old barn. From right to left 
are a 2009 Softail Deluxe, 1999 Fat 
Boy, 2014 Sportster SuperLow, my 
custom 1999 Road King Classic, and 
2012 Wide Glide. Theres nothing like 
a sunny day with great friends. 

JEFF WILSON 
Snohomish, WA 



NO TIME LIKE THE PRESENT 

I just turned 68 and have never been 
on a bike, let alone own one. Thanks to 




my beautiful wife who encouraged me 
to buy one, I now own a 2014 Harley 
Iron 883N. IVe affectionately named it 
Black Pearl. I look forward to some 
enjoyable years of riding. My only 
regret is that I didn’t do this a whole 
lot sooner. But better late than never! 

JOHN KARAS 
Milwaukee, Wi 

US VS. THEM? I Hello, Buzz, I just 
read your latest column, Us. Vs. 

Them? (issue #328), where you 
explain that in England, riders were 
wearing hi-viz textile riding suits, full- 
face helmets, gloves, and other protec- 
tive gear. You said that it’s “something 
we almost never see here in the US.” 



Granted, at Harley/cruiser-type gath- 
erings, such gear is rare. But, surely, 
you know that homegrown American 
companies such 
as Aerostich and 
Motoport are 
the inventors 
(and still the 
leaders) of hi- 
viz textile riding 
gear? Many of 
us have been 
happily motor- 
ing along in 
them for 
decades. They’re 
fairly ubiquitous 
in sport-touring 
circles, both for 
their functionality and for the protec- 
tion they afford in case of the unex- 
pected. And since they were invented, 
designed, and manufactured here in 
the US, they’re as American as apple 
pie. You also didn’t mention riding 
competence in your column. Consider- 
ing the requirements just to obtain a 
motorcycle license in England far ex- 
ceed even the most advanced state- 
sponsored motorcycling course — 
whether it’s Motorcycle Safety Foun- 
dation (MSF), Team Oregon, etc. — 
it’s not difficult to guess why the aver- 
age English motorcyclist can ride 
circles around the average American 
biker. Keep up the good work in AIM 
and, as always, ride safe ! 

MIKE LEVY 

Bergenfield, NJ 

US VS. THEM? II As a Brit now liv- 
ing veiy happily in the SoCal sunshine, 
I’d like to add a few thoughts to Buzz’s 
column, Us Vs. Them?, in issue #328. 
On the whole, Buzz’s observations 
about the difference in attitude to- 
wards protective clothing over here 
and over there seem pretty spot on, but 
there’s an additional factor that should 
be thrown into the mix. Let’s quote 
that old Bill Withers song, which 
could’ve been written specifically 
about the UK because there “ain’t no 
sunshine.” So more clothing, be it 
protective or not, is necessaiy 363 days 
of the year. 

On the other hand, I think Buzz has 
it all wrong when it comes to comparing 
the two police forces. The idea that the 
British police have a gently, gently ap- 
proach to bikers (and ordinary mom 
and pop motorists come to that) would 
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be laughed out of court there. The UK 
police forces have been under attack for 
years/decades for the amount of time 
they spend hassling and fining road 
users instead of chasing real criminals. 
Indeed, just this month, one of the 
largest forces has admitted it no longer 
bothers to investigate most burglaries. 
Yet traffic-related fines continue to 
mount. Buzz may not have noticed 
them, but the UK is awash with speed 
cameras. Those, combined with the con- 
stant threat of a patrol car hidden be- 
hind a hedge and ridiculously crowded 
highways, make riding there a bit of a 
mission. I can t tell you how much more 
fun it is to be riding the roads here m 
comparison. I count myself one veiy 
fortunate man. Soriy for the rant, just 
needed to get that off my chest. 

STEVE WARD 
San Diego , CA 

LONG-DISTANCE INSPIRATION 

Buzz's stories about long-distance rides 
on vintage motorcycles inspired me ! I 




thought I needed a bike specifically de- 
signed for touring, but with Buzz's in- 
spiration, I rode my 2010 Fat Boy on a 
17-day, 4,616-mile trip from Marietta, 
Georgia, near Atlanta, to Santa Mon- 
ica, California, and back in September. 
My plan was to take it easy, so I allot- 
ted the whole month of September 
using back roads. My lack of patience, 
however, kicked in the first day, so I 
mostly used Interstate-40, going west. 

I rode Interstate- 10 and Interstate-20 
for the eastbound return. I rode alone 
because none of my buddies could take 
that much time away. My Fat Boy was 
a pleasure to ride, as usual, and per- 
formed flawlessly. The only additions 
to the bike are a windshield and a cus- 
tom seat with a backrest for my vintage 
back. Thanks, Buzz! 

SAM WHITEHEAD (NOT THE 
ONE ON YOUR STAFF!) 

Marietta , GA 
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H an't be baffled 
about sound 
and power. Choose 
Thunder Monstei® 
Baffles, the worlds 
best! They deliver 
better sound than a 
straight pipe and 
improved performance 
over a standard baffle 
Superb sound, wicked 
midrange and 
uncompromising 
quality. 
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Your Sound 
& Performance 
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Proven Products! 

Baffles for most 

EXHAUST SYSTEMS, 

Including 
Screamin’ Eagle ® 



Order online: www.BigCityThunder.com 
or Call: 704.847.1222 






IronBraid 



Hcwddriuded/ Leather Lever Covery 

Function and Fashion 



* 



-The Lever Cover that will not move, slip, slide, or twist. 

-And with 19 colors to choose from function and fashion go hand in hand. Jr 

Call for Free Color Swatches y 



Get Back Whips 



DeerSkin Leather Gloves 




phone: 800-461 -IRON (4766) 
www.Ironbraid. com 
info@Ironbraid.com 



AIMag.com 



Issue #331 • American Iron Magazine • 31 




WHO RESCUED WHOM? My dog 

was a rescue dog but, at times, I really 
wonder who rescued whom? She's a 




2-1/2-year-old papillon who started 
riding with me at four months and has 
been with me ever since. 

JASE POLK 

Via Internet 

THE POTTY GARDENS OF 
POTSDAM While enjoying the beau- 
tiful autumn weather here in New 
York along the Canadian border, I 
stopped in Potsdam at a fun local spot. 
Potsdam has several “potty gardens" 




that have been set up by a local 
businessman to protest some question- 
able zoning decisions. If you ride 
through the area, be sure to stop and 
check them out. My bike is a 2010 
Super Glide Custom, which I bought 
with very low mileage. So far, I've 
swapped the handlebars from beach 
bars to drag bars, put new tires on it, 
and ridden it all over the place. She 
sure eats up the miles I 

THOMAS MORRISON 
Potsdam, NY 

IN NEED OF A RAFFLE BIKE WIN 

First off, I would like to say I absolutely 
love your magazine. I've read a lot of 
different motorcycle magazines, and not 
only is American Iron Magazine my 
favorite, but it's the best motorcycle 
magazine I've read. Ever. I'm actually 
writing this letter because I haven't seen 
you guys doing a motorcycle raffle 



lately, and I was wondering when 
you're doing your next one. I'm asking 
because I would like to enter it in hopes 
of winning a badass motorcycle ! In all 
honesty, I could really use a motorcycle 
raffle win. I've been so depressed since I 
lost the first motorcycle I'd ever owned; 
somebody clipped me on the road, and 
it was totaled. Due to my financial situ- 
ation, I can't afford to buy another one, 
nor does it look like I ever will. Any- 
ways, if you could just let me know 
when the next motorcycle raffle/draw- 
ing is, I would appreciate it veiy much. 

MARK A. ELDRIDGE 
Via Internet 

Mark, your wish is our command, at 
least this time. We start building the 
2016 Official Motorcycle of Daytona 
Bike Week in this issue! — Chrio 

FLYING SIDECAR Jim, I just read 
your article, 1975 H-D FL With Side- 
car (issue #328) . It was nice to see an 
article about a FL with a hack. The rig 
is veiy nice. As you said, it's true that 
there's “always time for a little fun on 
the side." It's been said that sidecar rid- 
ers “are a little off-center." That being 
said, I have to comment on one state- 
ment made in the article. Only a hack 
driver would notice this. 

At one point, it reads: “The real fun? 
That's picking up the third wheel while 
making sharp left-hand turns!" That 
would be true if the car were mounted 
on the left side of the bike, as it would 
be if it were mounted in England: on 
the left side of the bike. Flowever, the 
car in the article would only fly, raising 
the car wheel (when the car is 
mounted on the right side), if the speed 
of the turn were fast enough and the 
radius of the right-hand turn were 
tight enough. A fast left-hand turn (rig 
mounted on the right side) will only 
skid the rig or, in the worst case, the 
rear wheel of the bike will come off the 
ground as the whole rig flips forward 
and towards the right side. It's the 
centrifugal force that will raise the car 
when making a fast and tight right- 
hand turn. It does sound counterintu- 
itive, but it's true. I know this because 
I took the Evergreen Sidecar class in 
Seattle, where I learned why the car 
can fly and how to fly the car on pur- 
pose. I've “flown" my car with and 
without my wife in it. 

MIKE TWITCHELL 
Boise, ID 



As a kid, my mom used to correct me 
all the time because I had the hardest 
time keeping my lefts and rights 
straight. It seems 60 years later thats 
still the case. Let me leave you with 
this sage piece of advice from my 
mother: “two lefts don't make a right.'' 
Ride on! — Jim Babchak 

KICKSTART MY HEART We met 

Buzz and his fellow Indian riders in 
Winner, South Dakota, this year while 




photo album together and came across 
this photo ! I thought you all might 
enjoy it. Hope our paths cross again! It 
was a fun night. 

KENNIE AND JEFF DEHAMER 

Via Internet 

NO THREE-WHEELER RULES Jim, 

I read your column, To Restore Or 
Not To Restore (issue #319), about the 
Servi-Car trike you just bought. My 
opinion is for you to change it anyway 
you want, as there are no rules ! Like 
you, I'm a trike fan. However, I've also 
homebuilt two-wheelers. I've done four 
trikes (including a Servi-Car) that I ei- 
ther built from scratch or transformed 
from two-wheelers with Frankenstein 
rear ends. I usually end up fabricating 
my own muffler brackets, footpegs, 
sissybars, fenders/brackets, luggage 
racks, and whatever else I need. More 
importantly, I'm always looking for fel- 
low three-wheel riders, as my wife and 
I cover a lot of ground. We went to 
Alaska this past summer, riding 
through British Columbia, Alberta, 
and Yukon on the way. We're always 
riding through New York and all of 
New England. We've also ridden to 
Montreal, Quebec City, and Nova Sco- 
tia and to Daytona, Sturgis, and Laco- 
nia. We can always meet halfway, Jim! 
Anyway, I really enjoy your columns. 

DENNIS DOLCE 
Southington, CT AIM 



32 • American Iron Magazine • Issue #331 



AIMag.com 




WERIDE.WEGETIT 




TRI-LINE STEREO TRIMS 



• TRI-LINE FUEL AND 
VOLTAGE GAUGE BEZELS 



TRI-LINE SPEAKER ACCENTS 



TRI-LINE SPEEDO 
&TACH ACCENTS 



TRI-LINE G|£y| 
BOX ACCENTS 



SWITCH PANEL ACCENT 



Kuryakyn 

High-quality parts and accessories that won't bust your budget. It's up to you where 
to start — and there's no better place than with Kuryakyn. 



CZD ALWAYS BE THE FIRST TO WITNESS THE EVER-EVOLVING PRODUCT OFFERINGS AT KURYAKYN.COM/EVOLVE 

OQOQ 



©2015 KURYAKYN USA ALL RIGHTS RESERVED AIJ015 







HOW IT WORKS • by Allan McCarthy 



BRAKING BAD 

Which stops faster: cars or motorcycles? 



The two-fingered right- 
hand braking technique 
can decrease your brak- 
ing reaction time by 0.15 
seconds, which when 
traveling at 60 mph, 
equates to about 13 r in 
stopping distance. 



W E KNOW THAT BIKES CAN EASILY OUT- 
accelerate most cars because the ratio 
of power-to-weight is better for motor- 
cycles. This quick, exhilarating accel- 
eration can also get us into trouble — 
especially if we might not be able to 
stop as fast as the cars around us. Whoa! Before you give me 
the argument that bikes are lighter than cars and therefore 
stop faster, let me give you a bit of context about what 
prompted me to write this article — and put my head on the 
proverbial chopping block. 

I happened to meet Chris Maida, editor of this magazine, 
on an organized ride through Arizona in 2015 by Twisted 
Trailz motorcycle touring company. It was an amazing expe- 
rience that you can read about in this issue. During the eight 
days that I rode with Chris, I had the opportunity to pick his 
bram on the many mechanical quirks of my 2008 FLHTCU 
Electra Glide. I mentioned to Chris that I thought cars gen- 
erally stopped faster than bikes. We debated this topic a bit 
with no certain outcome because there are many variables to 
consider: type of bike, road conditions, brand of tires, amount 
of rubber contact with the road, weight of the bike, skill of 
the rider, etc. I should note that Chris is a tough guy to debate 
because of his extensive knowledge about bikes — like debat- 
ing a master mechanic and motorcycle encyclopedia rolled 




into one. Be prepared to lose! The de- 
bate ended with Chris saying, “This 
would be an interesting topic to explore 
in an AIM article. Why don't you write 
one?" Challenge accepted. But I had no 
idea that I was opening a Pandora's box 
of issues. This might be why Chris was 
smiling when I accepted the challenge. 

To state the obvious, regardless of 
which stops faster, cars have the inher- 
ent advantage in the event of a car and 
bike tango: multiple air bags, crumple 
zones, seat belts, and mass. Our vehicle 
(the motorcycle) doesn't have a single 
air bag and our body is the crumple 
zone. Knowing the limits of our equip- 
ment can only help us make better real- 
time decisions when we ride. 

For many years, I've believed that the 
average car could stop faster than the 
average motorcycle. This may not have 
been true a couple of decades ago. Mo- 
torcycles used leading edge brakes, tire 
compounds, and so on, long before the 
average car had advanced braking tech- 
nology and Antilock Braking Systems 
(ABS). That has all changed. Today, it 
might be more common to get ABS on a 
car than on a bike. Cars with a lower 
center of gravity and four wheels are 
also fundamentally more stable during 
panic stops. This should be especially 
true as the weight of any braking vehicle 
shifts toward the front wheel (s) during 
moderate to heavy braking. Motor- 
cyclists can be reluctant to use the full 
force of their front brake during panic 
stops for fear of losing control. That 
being the case, the rider just gave away 
the largest portion of his braking ability. 
Before I show the numbers, let's look at 
some key factors related to the physics 
of braking. 

Physics Of Braking 

WHEN YOU APPLY THE BRAKES ON A CAR 
or bike, you're converting kinetic energy 
(motion) into friction (heat). The friction 
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HOW IT WORKS 



coefficient in this discussion (the force of 
friction between two objects) is between 
the brake calipers and the rotors, and the 
tires and the road. Bikes being much 
lighter than cars generate less downforce 
and may not achieve a maximum friction 
coefficient between the tires and the 
road, which can cause tires to skid pre- 
maturely. So, thinking that the heavier 
car automatically loses the “braking dis- 
tance” test because something heavier 
takes longer to stop is a fallacy. There is 
a point where the weight of a vehicle 
overcomes the ability of the tires to grip 
the road or, more likely, the brake pads 
to grip the rotors and dissipate heat. A 
car at about 4,000 pounds won't likely 
experience this issue unless running at 
higher speeds. Heavier car and pickup 
truck stopping distances substantially in- 
crease at speeds over 80 mph because 
the brakes can't deal with the excessive 
caliper-to-rotor heat energy, which in- 
creases as the square of the speed. At 
much higher speeds motorcycles proba- 
bly have the braking advantage with 
their lower weight. In extremely heavy 
vehicles, such as tractor-trailers, where 
the weight factor can easily overwhelm 
the ability of the brakes to dissipate heat 
(tire traction not the issue), stopping dis- 
tances increase dramatically. For exam- 
ple, buses need 280' to stop from 60 mph, 
while single-unit trucks and tractor- 
trailer (semi) trucks need 535 '. That's 
more than the length of a football field! 
(Note: this data is for buses and trucks 
over 10,000 pounds in weight.) 

High-performance cars and bikes are 
generally better at stopping because of 



Here’s the stopping distance data (60 mph to 0) for a 
sampling of cars and bikes. I found this information 
on the Internet and validated all of the numbers 
through these agencies and testing sponsors: NHTSA 
2013; Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 2014; 
Consumer Reports independent testing 2011; Motor 
Trend 2015; Edmunds 2014; Cycle World 2015. 

advanced tires, suspensions, and brake 
systems. However, as noted above, re- 
cent advances in general automobile 
ABS put the best stopping bikes on par 
or worse than many cars. We won't even 
discuss custom bikes where the builder 
may have sacrificed suspension and 
braking capability over great looks — 
form over function. 

Cars, with four wheels and a lower 
center of gravity, have a more stable 
platform for braking (braking vector) in 
most conditions — assuming that the 
tires, brakes, and suspension are in good 
repair. You never see a car flip from 
locking up its front brakes. I've seen a 
car spin out of control in a panic stop in 
dry conditions, likely due to worn 
shocks and brakes. 

Drivers of cars don't need to balance 
or be concerned about fishtailmg, high- 
or low-sidmg, or how much pressure is 
exerted on the front versus rear brake. 
There's no real skill requirement, espe- 
cially if the car is equipped with ABS. 
Bottom line: motorcycles are not the 
best stopping vehicles on the road. In 
fact, high-performance cars are way 
ahead of the pack in stopping capability. 
Look at the numbers and draw your 
own conclusions. Just don't think for 
one minute that your bike will outstop a 



WHICH STOPS FASTER? 




Minivans: 




2015 Kia Sedona: 


118 r 


2015 Toyota Sienna: 


12V 


2014 Chrysler T&C: 


126 r 


2015 Honda Odyssey: 


126' 


Sedans & Hatchbacks: 




2014 Honda Civic: 


118' 


2012 Kia Rio: 


119' 


2013 Honda Accord: 


117' 


2014 Mazda 6: 


12V 


2013 Toyota Camry: 


120' 


2014 BMW i3 eDrive: 


108' 


2015 Honda Fit: 


127' 


2015 Tesla S 85: 


113 F 


Pickup Trucks: 




2013 Ford F-150: 


132 r 


2013 GMC Sierra 1500: 


137' 


2013 Chevy Silverado: 


138' 


2013 Ram 1500: 


142' 


2013 Nissan Titan: 


144' 


2013 Toyota Tundra: 


150 f 


Superbikes: 




2012 BMW S1000RR: 


119 r 


2012 Ducati 1199 PanigaleS: 


119' 


2011 Ducati 1198 S: 


117' 


2011 Honda CBR1000RR: 


134' 


2011 Suzuki GSXR-1000: 


140 r 


2011KTMRC8R: 


135' 


2011 Kawasaki ZX10R: 


129 r 


2011 Yamaha R1: 


137' 


Supersports: 




2011 Yamaha R6: 


124' 


2011 Honda CBR600RR: 


126' 


2011 Ducati 848 EV0: 


127 r 


2011 Triumph 675R: 


126' 


2011 Suzuki GSXR-600: 


122' 


Cruisers & Street Bikes: 




2015 H-D Street Glide: 


133 r 


2015 H-D Street 750: 


152 r 


2011 Yamaha Star Stratoliner: 


142' 


2015 Indian Chieftain: 


122' 


2011 Kawasaki Vulcan Vaquero: 


144' 


2013 BMW R1200-RTP: 


144' 


2013 H-D Electra Glide: 


144 r 


2010 Yamaha Star RaiderS: 


124' 


2010 H-D Softail Rocker C: 


125' 


2010 Victory Vegas Jackpot: 


129 r 






Though much larger and heavier, with a minimum base curb weight of over 4,500 pounds, an ABS-equipped 2013 
Chevrolet Silverado pickup truck can stop faster than the same year Electra Glide. 
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100% MADE IN USA 



SHARP CURVE RADIUS 

FEATURES & BENEFITS 

• Designed witti a cross over chamber for balanced power 

■ Head pipe diameter begins at 1 .75 M building to 2.1 25* for 
anti-reversion, full range torque & horsepower 

■ Covered by one piece (220°} Blue-Proof beat shields 
(available in chrome or ceramic black) 

■ Offered with chrome or black sculpted end tips 

• Includes 02 sensor ports, plugs & all mounting hardware 

• Fitments for 1995-2015 Harley- Davidson® Touring models 

• Hot Rod sound (Optional Quiet Mufflers available) 

• Proudly made from 100% American Steel 



*★***★*★*★*★***★********★***★*******★ 



WWW.FREEDOMPERFORM.COM (310) 324-0415 FEEL THE POWER OF FREEDOM 

Harfey-DavkSson is a registered trademark of Harley -Davidson Motor Company. * Not legal for street use on any pollution controlled motorcycle 




HOW IT WORKS 



car, especially in a panic stop. Thus, its 
better to know and compensate for this 
dynamic in how you ride. Likely, the 
safest bet is to allow enough room be- 
tween you and the car in front with the 
assumption that the car will outstop you. 
And maybe assume that you can stop 
quicker than the car behind you because 
of your quick reaction time. Therefore, 
allow even more distance between you 
and the car in front with a plausible es- 
cape route, so as not to get hit from be- 
hind in a panic stop. 

What To Do 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE WE CAN DO AS 
riders to put this information to good 
use? Sure, be prepared. The NHTSA 
estimated that the typical motorcycle ac- 
cident gave the rider less than two sec- 
onds to react to avoid a collision. What 
can be done in two seconds to improve 
ones odds? 

Be aware of the physics of stopping 
your bike and what you need to do to 
get the best braking performance in an 
unforeseen situation. This includes mak- 
ing sure your bikes brakes, shocks, 
tires, and suspension system are well- 
maintained. 

Have a mental strategy to proactively 
avoid and cope with the accident scenar- 
ios that will likely occur. The top nine are 
a driver makes a left turn in front of you; 
you hit gravel in a blind corner; you enter 
a turn too fast; a car changes lanes into 
you; a car hits you from behind; a riding 
buddy is stupid, not paying attention, or 
fooling around (maybe popping wheelies) 
and runs into the bike ahead of him; you 
locked your front brake in a panic stop; a 



CARS THAT WILL ALWAYS WIN 



2011 Chevrolet Corvette Z06 Carbon: 


93' 


2008 Ferrari 430 Scuderia: 


93' 


2012 Chevrolet Corvette Z06 Centennial: 


94' 


2012 Lexus LFA: 


94' 


2010 Porsche 911 GT3: 


94' 


2010 Ferrari 16m Scuderia Spyder: 


96' 


2009 Audi R8 5.2: 


96' 


2009 Chevrolet Corvette ZR1: 


97' 


2008 Dodge Viper ACR: 


97' 


2011 Porsche 911 GT3RS: 


98' 


2010 Lamborghini Murcielago LP670-4 SV: 


98' 


2011 Nissan GT-R: 


99' 


2009 Porsche BoxsterS: 


99' 



When comparing a motorcycle to a high-performance 
car with high-performance tires and brakes, we lose 
hands down. The car will always win, and you can bet 
that your face will be firmly planted on the bumper if 
you wind up in a panic stop behind one of these bad 
boys. 

car door is opened as you pass it; and its 
slippeiy and down you go. Regarding the 
first scenario, when a driver makes a left 
turn in front of you, about 50 percent of 
all fatal motorcycle crashes involving a 
passenger vehicle were intersection 
crashes. 50 percent! Heads-up and get off 
the gas at intersections. Statistically, inter- 
sections are a biker kill zone. 

Experiment with and adopt riding 
techniques that will quicken your reac- 
tion time. For example, the two-fingered 
right hand braking technique can de- 
crease your braking reaction time by 
0.15 seconds. Saving 0.15 seconds reac- 



tion time at 60 mph equates to about 13' 
in stopping distance — the difference 
between stopping just in time and kiss- 
ing chrome or a fixed object. Heres the 
technique: rest your index and middle 
finger on the front brake lever when m 
situations that might require quick reac- 
tion time. Use your ring and baby fin- 
gers and palm to control the throttle. 
Ive tried this technique while lane-split- 
ting in California's terrible Silicon Valley 
traffic. It works great on my bagger. 

Let drivers know what you are doing: 
use signals. Stay out of a car's blind spot, 
especially on a highway. In other words, 
help the people in cars anticipate your 
moves. My rule of thumb is to look for 
the driver's eyes in his side rear view 
mirror when passing. If I can see his 
eyes, he can see me. 

Don't ride under the influence. In 
about 35 percent of motorcycle fatalities 
the driver of the bike was under the in- 
fluence of alcohol (0.08 blood alcohol 
content/legally drunk). When we need 
our reflexes most, we have dulled those 
with America's popular drug. Stopping 
distance is composed of mental process- 
ing time plus physical reaction time plus 
vehicle reaction time plus braking dis- 
tance. If we're drugged, we don't per- 
form the first and second actions well. 

And as Don Gomo writes in his AIM 
column Safety Skill, continuous learning 
is key. We should all pay attention to 
Don's articles. I've been riding over A 0 
years, and I do learn something from 
time to time from this talented colleague. 

Conclusion 

AS RIDERS, WE ALL HAVE ONE THING IN 
common: we love motorcycles. We love 
the freedom, the exhilaration, the con- 
nection with the environment, the 
adrenalin rush, the independence. It's 
our choice how we do it, and the level of 
risk that we're willing to assume. 

My suggestion is that we all make an 
attempt to know our limits and ride 
within those limits. And knowing that 
we are statistically doing something that 
has an element of risk to it, avoid or be 
prepared to handle those "braking bad" 
situations. 

My debate with Chris on this topic 
ended m this article. Next time I see 
Chris and want to discuss a hot topic re- 
garding bikes, I think I'll just keep my 
mouth shut and ride. AIM 




This 2015 Chevrolet Corvette Z06 stops in less than 100' (96'), which is way better than any motorcycle, even the 
superbikes. 



38 • American Iron Magazine • Issue #331 



AIMag.com 





WORRIED AROUT DROPPING THAT HEAVY MOTORCYCLE? 
DO YOU HAVE PRORLEMS MAKING U-TURNS? 



Even the smallest rider can handle the heaviest motorcycle 
with ease using these 3 simple techniques. 

See lor yourself on YouTube. Type in "Ride Like A Pro”. 

“Alter watching the videos, practicing and putting the techniques into practice, well ail I can say is WOW. 

I now feel confident in the saddle and I am enjoying riding more than ever! 

I no longer have to avoid certain routes to avoid a U-turn”. - /gtc4a%d Pafi& (Via Our Fatebook Page) 



CHRISTMAS SPECIAL! BUY ALL S FOR $99.80 ANI RECEIVE A FREE' BONUS RISC! 

(DOMESTIC SHIPPING Mill 
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DVR $29*95 itodudttuju 

This OVD will teach you the J 
motor officer techniques for 
low speed handling ki less 
than 4 hours. 





DVD $19*95 (.nciwJevMH) 

This DVD will give you a quick 
and easy way to sharpen your 
skills anywhere, anytime. 




Book $24*95 liflthiiJKSW} 

This book covers everything 
you'll ever need to know 
about riding a heavyweight 
motorcycle. 




DVD $19.95 OfriukssiH) 

This DVD will teach you lo use 
the motor officer techniques it 
high speeds or winding roads. 







DVD $(9.95 wirtSiH) 

This DVD deals with avoiding 
common crashes, safe group 
riding, riding in rain, sand, 
gravel and much more. 



“Being a skilled rider takes three techniques. The same three techniques police motor officers have used tor 65 years. My dyds will teach 
you these techniques in as little as three hours; simply and easily. You'll think your big bagger just lost 300 IbsJ Mastering these 
techniques will make you a belter, safer, rider and the envy of all your riding buddies" -petty “‘TfUtotman “p&Uadim 

www.RidellkeAPro.com 



SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: RIDE LIKE A PRO. 12702 SPLIT OAK DRIVE. HUDSON, FL 34467 

Florida residents, 7% sales tax must be included when sending check/monev order 




OR CALL TOLL FREE: 1-866 868-7433 (RIDE 

INTERNATIONAL CISTOHERS GUI TOU FREE 1-727019 9200 




We have Ride like a Pro training locations across the USA, to find a class close to vou visit: 

www.rideiikeapro.com/training-iocations ■ Like us on Facebook, www.facebook.com/RideLtkeAPro 





TECHLINE • byDonny Petersen 





1957-1985 Ironhead Sportsters 

Part II: Harley’s alphabet system, and various Sportster 
models with some of their specs 



S ometimes, there are multiple explanations 

for the same Harley- Davidson model letter des- 
ignation. Original acronym meanings may morph 
into newer ones as the years pass. Plus, the 
Harley rider might ignore Harley- Davidson 
meanings and institute his own. Certainly, 
Harley- Davidson has had difficulty with continuity and def- 
inition. With so many models spanning so many years, a 
27-letter alphabet proves inadequate. The confusion begins 
with the letters X and L. 



The Sportster designa- 
tion X supposedly de- 
rives as the sequential 
letter following the U 
and I used to denote the 
74" and 80" flatheads 
and theW-series 45" 
flatheads. The letter/ 
sometimes means low 
compression on the Big 
Twin FL models, whereas 
the H in FLH sometimes 
means high compression. 



The 900cc Models 

THE SPORTSTER DESIGNATION X SUPPOSEDLY DERIVES AS THE 
sequential letter following the U and V used to denote the 74" 
and 80" flatheads and the W-series 45" flatheads. This begs 
the question of why the Sportster did not become an L model 
following its predecessor, the 1952-56 Model K series flat- 
heads. I believe the reason is simply that the letter designator 
L was previously taken years before to designate sidecars. 

The letter designator L sometimes also means low compres- 
sion on the Big Twin FL models, whereas FLH sometimes 
means high compression. Sometimes the opposite is true. Let- 
ter designators can become confusing as the years roll by and 
meanings change. I think the XL is following its big brother 
the Big Twin with the L in FL and FLH for continuity. X L 
may also mean Experimental Lightweight. 

Some believe that the C in XLCH is the letter designator 
for California, since the first release of XLCH models 




occurred in California. However, I be- 
lieve the C almost certainly denotes com- 
petition since the XLCH was introduced 
first as an off-road model for scram- 
bling, dirt track, and hillclimbing. Ditto 
with the 1958 XLC. Some also postulate 
that CH is the letter designator for Com- 
petition Hot. It certainly was competi- 
tively hot when compared to the 1957 
XL. It had larger intake valves produc- 
ing higher horsepower. Its 9:1 compres- 
sion ratio gave much more oomph 
(torque) than the XLs 7.5:1 compres- 
sion ratio. The C in the 1977 and 1978 
XLCR certainly meant cafe as in Cafe 
Racer. Hot, highway, higher perform- 
ance are some misinformed meanings 
for H. The letter H stands for high com- 
pression. However, H did designate 
heavy duty until 1951. 

One might think the letter R means 
Roadster, but its reserved for racing as 
in the vaunted XR-750. It also means 
racer as in Cafe Racer (1977-78 
XLCR), as well as the 1983-84 XR- 
1000. Since R already connoted racing, 
the letter S illogically means Roadster as 
in the 1977-85 XLS Roadster. The letter 
T means touring with the 1977 XLT. 

A second X in the nomenclature, as 
with the 1983-85 XLX-61, I believe 
must mean stripped down because this 
bike was one of the few bargains from 
Harley- Davidson. It retailed for $3,995 
in 1983 when other Sportsters sold for 
much higher prices. The digits 61 stand 
for 61 cubic inches (lOOOcc). H-D was 
tiying to bring new riders into the fold 
with the XLX-61. There was a program 
that offered anyone buying this model to 
get the full $3,995 purchase price back 
as a trade-in on a Big Twin. 

By the way, the letter A will crop up 
from time to time and its the letter des- 
ignator for army. This Sportster, as ex- 
ampled by the XLA, will be a military 
vehicle. The year delineations will cer- 
tainly be incomplete as militaiy orders 
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TECHLINE 



were sporadic, sometimes too small to be 
noted, and sometimes not recorded by 
H-D because these bikes were not avail- 
able to the general population except as 
military surplus. 

In 1957, the XL was the first and only 
Sportster model, except for the XLA 
army version, for that year. The XL is 
sometimes referred to as the XL Stan- 
dard. It has a medium compression en- 
gine (7.5:1), ignition by a circuit 
breaker, and horsepower output, meas- 
ured at the engine sprocket shaft, is 40 
at 5500 rpm. Some manuals say this 
model produces 42 hp at 5500 rpm. 
Torque measured at the engine sprocket 
shaft is about 45 ft-lbs. at 3600 rpm. 
Horsepower and torque figures are 
approximate because different H-D 
sources give different figures. 

However, horsepower output in- 
creased in 1958 due to larger intake 
valves and the resulting increased 
breathing ability. Torque also increased 
in 1958 on the high compression models 
(9:1). The Deluxe Options Package 
continued over from the K Models. It 
cost $81 and included chrome handle- 
bars, stainless steel handlebar clamp 
cover, chrome headlight, polished in- 
strument panel cover and steering 
damper knob, Jubilee horn, and miscel- 
laneous chrome trim. A chrome front 

In 1957, the XL was the 
first and only Sportster 
model, except for the 
XLA army version. The 
XL has a 7.5:1 compres- 
sion engine and ignition 
by a circuit breaker. 



crash guard cost extra. The SP#3 option 
package, also known as the higher road 
clearance kit, came with Grasshopper 
Goodyear tires and prepared the Sport- 
ster for off-road California desert and 
canyon riding. Parts books started refer- 
ring to the XLH as XL in 1979. This is 
confusing since the original 1957 XL 
was discontinued in 1959. 

As stated before, A is the letter desig- 
nator for army. Year(s) recorded for mil- 
itaiy special order vehicles will be 
sporadic and incomplete. About 418 
XLAs were delivered to the US militaiy 
in 1957. There were approximately 
1,983 XL models sold to the general 
public in 1957. Introduced in 1958, the 
XLC is a one-year-only, off-road bike 
without lights and a magneto ignition 
with medium compression. The C desig- 
nation denotes competition. Horse- 
power, measured at the engine sprocket 
shaft, is 40-42 hp at 5500 rpm, depend- 
ing on the information source. Torque 
measured at the engine sprocket shaft is 
45-48 ft-lbs. at 3600 rpm. 

The high-compression (9:1) XLCH 
models were introduced in 1958 as an 
off-road bike without lights and became 
known as the Super H as years went by. 
The XLCH became street legal with 
lights in 1959. The 1958-69 XLCH 

models utilize a magneto ignition. How- 



ever, the magneto is advanced- only tim- 
ing from 1958-64. This lack of retard 
timing capability probably gave the 
magneto its reputation for hard starting. 
Beginning in 1965, the magneto could 
be moved slightly on its base to provide 
for retarded ignition timing and easier 
starting. Horsepower, measured at the 
engine sprocket shaft, is 55 hp at 6300 
rpm. Horsepower increased in 1958 
with the addition of larger intake valves, 
which increased top-end horsepower 
due to increased breathing ability. 
Torque also increases in 1958 with the 
high compression models (9:1). Torque 
measured at the engine sprocket shaft is 
52 ft-lbs. at 3800 rpm. 

In 1960, the XLCH became known 
as the Super CH. The XLCH received 
a 12- volt electrical system in 1965, and 
in 1970 is got a circuit breaker ignition 
system. The XLCH was also known as 
the XLCH Super Sport and the Big 
Twin was known as the Super Sport 
Solo. The XLH became the first electric 
start Sportster model in 1967. The kick 
starter was then discontinued on some 
models, although it was possible to 
install one until the 1979 models. 

T he IQOOcc Models 

HORSEPOWER MEASURED AT THE 
engines sprocket shaft on 1972-77 
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75 th ANNUAL DAYTONA BEACH BIKE WEEK 
MARCH 4 - MARCH 13, 2016 

America's most famous beach invites you to come make history where history was born at 
the world's premier motorcycle event: The 75th annual Daytona Beach Bike Week. Start your 
historic journey with 10 days of riding, entertainment, bikes shows, and celebrations in the one 
and only destination with an authentic American motorcycle vibe. Join us and you'll understand 
why this is the ultimate motorcycle mecca. Daytona Beach, the Original American Beach. 
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models is 61 hp at 6200 rpm, while 
torque is 52 ft-lbs. at 3800 rpm. Horse- 
power on 1978-81 bikes is listed at 59.5 
hp at 6400 rpm. Power figures begin to 
decrease then upswing again after 1981 
because of engine compression changes. 
The compression is steady at 9:1 until 
1981. Then, compression reduces to 8:1 
for 1982, but increases to 8.8:1 on 1983- 
85 models. 

An optional and very popular Hugger 
Package became available with a thinner 
seat and shorter shocks for those of us 
with short legs. Shorter front forks were 
introduced in 1981 for the same reason. 
A 16" rear wheel also became optional 
m 1981 for the look or/and the short-leg 
set. The 18" wheel was also optional for 
the high-speed rider who wanted a 
better final drive gear ratio. 

In 1983, a Vacuum Operated Electri- 
cal Switch (VOES) signaled the new 
V-Fire III electronic control module 
(ECM) for advance/retard ignition set- 
tings based on manifold pressure condi- 
tions in the carburetor throat. The XLH 
uses a coiled spring clutch until early 
1984. A diaphragm clutch spring was in- 
troduced midyear in 1984. The 156-watt 
generator and regulator/rectifier system 
is discontinued after early 1984 as the 
Sportster received its first alternator 
charging system on the 1984 models. 
The XLH continued its illustrious his- 
toiy after 1985 with an Evolution engine. 

Special Models 

THE 1977-78 XLT IS A~ TOURING VERSION 
of the XLH. It has a higher final gear 
ratio for more comfortable highway rid- 
ing. The XLT is also equipped with a 
thicker seat, 3.5-gallon gas tank (like the 
FX Super Glide), FLH saddlebags, a 
windshield, and touring handlebars. The 
1978 XLT has a siamese exhaust and a 
XLCR rear section is grafted onto the 
frame. About 1,100 XLTs were sold in 
1977 and some reports suggest only six 
in 1978. 

As for the 1977-79 XLCR Cafe Racer, 
there were only nine XLCRs produced 
in 1979 as Harley- Davids on sales plum- 
meted to only 4 percent of the motor- 
cycle marketplace. Willie G’s sometimes 
creative genius, many times with no or 
low budget, came up with the XLCR, a 
failure for its time, though now this 
model is highly collectible. After all, 
Willie G morphed the XL and FL into 



the most successful model line ever, the 
FX Super Glide series, without any ap- 
preciable budget to do so. The XLCR 
design went against the wants and needs 
of the all-powerful traditionalist Harley 
rider. Surely, Willie G was using Euro- 
pean styling influences in an attempt to 
attract a new and expanding market for 
Harley-Davidson. His motivations and 
design were good, especially considering 
what he had to work with. However, the 
Sportster XLCR could not compete with 
European and Japanese sport bikes on 
speed, handling, braking, and, above all, 
price. The XLCR Cafe Racer has a re- 
designed rear frame section to allow a 
straighter (vertical) positioning closer to 
the rear axle for superior handling capa- 
bility over other Sportster models. It's 
also equipped with rearset footpegs, low 
handlebars, a 58.5" wheelbase, solo seat- 
ing, a fiberglass rear fender section, a 
small race-type fairing, a four-gallon rec- 
tangular-like gas tank, gloss black paint, 
flat black siamese exhaust, and cast 
Morris mag wheels, which are cast 
aluminum, not magnesium. 

The 1979-85 XLS Roadster didn’t be- 
come known as the Roadster until a year 
or two after its introduction. The XLS 
is the Sportster version of the wildly 
popular FXS Low Rider. It has 2" 
extended front forks, drag bars, 3-1/2" 



higher risers, siamese exhaust, highway 
pegs, a two-piece seat, and a 16" rear 
wheel. Shorter front forks were intro- 
duced in 1981 for the look and for those 
of us with short legs. A 16" rear wheel 
also became an option in 1981 for the 
look or/and the short-leg set. The 18" 
wheel was also an option for the high 
speed set who want a better final drive 
gear ratio. Starting with the 1983 ver- 
sion, a VOES signals the then-new 
V-Fire III ECM for advance/retard ig- 
nition settings based on pressure condi- 
tions in the carburetor throat. The XLS 
uses a coiled spring clutch until early 
1984, with a diaphragm clutch spring in- 
troduced later in 1984. The 156-watt 
generator and regulator/rectifier was 
discontinued after early 1984 and was 
replaced by the Sportster’s first alterna- 
tor charging system in 1984. 

The 1983-84 XR-1000 is another 
brainchild of Willie G. The XR-1000 is 
a much faster Sportster, which the 
XLCR was not. The XR-1000 is a cross 
between the XLX-61 street Sportster 
and the famed XR-750 off-road racer 
and has an engine displacement of 
lOOOcc, not the XR~750’s 75 Occ. The 
XR-1000 has newly designed cast-iron 
cylinders and not the aluminum XR-750 

continued on page 108 
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Mike and Mark build an 
inexpensive, yet killer, Softail 



text by 
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photos by 
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IKE D'ATRI AND MARK TIBBOEL OWN A 
pretty cool motorcycle shop in Aberdeen, 
North Carolina, that goes by the name of 
Burnout Alley. The shop comes by the 
name honestly as Mike and Mark really 
like to burn the rubber off anything that 
rolls. Call them basic bad-to-the-bone 
rot rodders if you like, but according to Mike, thats a pretty 
good definition of what they do: building simple, reliable, 
quick motorcycles. And the emphasis is on quick. They also 
try to keep the build costs within reason. In fact, Mike tells 
us he just can't relate to some of the bikes out there that 
have $60,000~$80,000 — and higher — price tags. 

That business philosophy is reflected in this killer Softail 
even though the bike happens to belong to none other than 
Mike himself. Mike tells us that he has no more than $16,000 
in the entire build, including the buy-m price for the Softail. 
Impossible? Maybe not. A huge part of the build process is 
actually figuring out what looks good and what doesn't. Call 
it a vision if you like, but that definitely seems like it 's the 
key. Case in point: note the lack of chrome on the machine. 
That was by design. And how Mike decided on the amount 
of chrome to be used throughout is pretty interesting. 

The build began when Mike and Mark stripped the 
machine to the bone. (It was a low-mile used motorcycle, 
and with a bit of haggling, the price became "right.") Eveiy 
chrome component was disassembled and carefully hand- 
brushed with Scotch-Brite pads and WD-40 to help keep 
the resulting texture uniform throughout. It boils down to a 
lot of labor and not a lot of cost. 

Digging a little deeper into Mike's Softail, you see that 
the frame and the swingarm are pretty much stock. Yes, the 
rear section and brake pedal are riddled with holes, but 
milling those holes wasn't exactly a costly endeavor. 

Out back, the bike wears a slightly larger-than-stock 
Avon AV72 Cobra 180/60VR-16" tire that's coiled around a 
DNA Fat Spoke 5.00-16" wheel. Up front, the fork was 
swapped for a 2"-under stock length, big tube DNA front 
end that holds another DNA Fat Spoke hoop that measures 
3.50-21". The front tire is another Avon Cobra (120/70VR- 
21"). If there's a trick to the whole 



tv o 









thing, it's found in the slammed hot rod look, 
achieved by way of a Shotgun rear shock air ride 
setup. According to Mike, it's pretty much a 
plug-and-play unit, and the way the air system 
works, it's equally simple to adjust the ride 
quality and height. 

To match that slammed look, the Burnout 
Alley boys fabricated a cool bobbed rear fender. 
Look at it closely and you'll see they welded in 
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more than two dozen little tubes into the edge of the fender. 
Those tubes hold an array of equally small LED taillights. 
Up front, the 21" hoop is covered with a full-wrap fender 
from Kustomwerks. The gas tank remains stock and ditto 
the oil tank. As you can see, there's a lot more “stock" here 
than you'd expect at first glance. 

Upstairs, Wild 1 Chubbys Street Fighter handlebars are 
mounted on 1" Wild 1 risers. The hand controls are (again) 
stock Harley- Davidson bits that have been modified, and 



their levers were drilled to complement the custom hand- 
grips. The headlight is a Harley Daymaker accessoiy item, 
and the foot controls are drilled stock parts fitted with 
Harley accessory pegs. The license bracket is a no-name 
curved job that Mike feels suits the Burnout Alley taillight. 
The seat is also an in-house fabbed component that matches 
the left-side leather tool bag, which happens to be an after- 
market accessory of unknown origin. 

Now for the fun stuff: the engine, and that's where 
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power-guru Mark took over. First, he stripped the Twin 
Cam to see what was — or wasn’t — inside. First order of 
business was to bump displacement by way of a R&R Cycle 
95" Stage II kit. In case you’re wondering, this package 
makes for a nice blend of power and reliability, cranking out 
just over a 100 ponies on the dyno. 

According to Mike, it's pretty much a 
pussycat when it comes to ridability. 

Included in the mix are a set of CP 
10.5:1 forged pistons, R&R 525 cams, 
adjustable Crane pushrods, a S&S 
gear-drive kit, and custom-reworked 
(CNC-ported) cylinder heads. The EFI 
system is a stock Harley-Davidson 
piece breathing through a Kiiryakyn air 
cleaner that Mike modified. The 
exhaust is based on a Bassani Firestorm 
2~into~2 system that Mike and Mark 
also modified. The secret, they say, is in 
wrapping the inner primary pipes and 
drilling a series of holes in the outers. 

To finish it off, Mike went after the 
chrome (once again), brushing it to a 
dull luster. They teamed the stock chain 
drive primary with a Barnett clutch, 
and the gearbox is a stock five-speed. 

Flowever, the belt final drive was 
converted to a chain setup. 

The last thing on the mod list was the 



paint. This part of a bike build happens to be Mike’s forte. 
You see, both Mike and Mark also own other business enter- 
prises; Mark services high-tech medical equipment while 
Mike has a commercial painting company. Bottom line: Mike 
knows his way around surface finishes. Fie wanted something 
special for his own ride, and special it is. 
He started with a basic PPG black 
before spraying it with Porsche Gold, 
covering it again with Charcoal Candy. 
Before it all dried, he carefully brushed 
on the texture finish that gives this bike 
its signature paint job. It’s aproprietaiy 
thing, but suffice to say, it totally pops in 
the sun. Moreover, it matches the bike’s 
overall theme perfectly. 

So what’s the plan with the bike 
now? Riding it. Plain and simple. The 
truth is, the customized Softail hasn’t 
been displayed at shows, and Mike 
really doesn’t have any plans for 
gathering show gold with it anyway. 
Instead, he digs riding it. Believe it or 
not, this is his everyday go-to-work 
rider. It not only hauls you know what, 
but it looks deadly doing it. Best of all, 
it didn’t cost Mike an arm and a leg to 
build. This build proves that the value 
of gold can be measured in dollars and 
sense. AIM 
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Owner: 


: Mike D’Atri 


Gears: Stock 


Builders: 


: Mike D’Atri and Mark Tibboel, Burnout Alley, Aberdeen, NC 


Clutch: Barnett 


Year/model: 


: 2005 Harley-Davidson Softail Standard 


Primary drive: Chain 


Cost to build: 


: $16,000 


Final drive: Chain, modified from belt 


Time to build: 


: Six months 




Chromer: 


: Mike D’Atri 


CHASSIS 


Polisher: 


: Mike D’Atri 


Frame: 2005 Harley-Davidson Softail, modified by Burnout Alley 


Powdercoater: 


: Final Touch Powder Coating, Spring Lake, NC 


Front forks: DNA 59mm inverted, 2" under 


Painter: 


: Mike D’Atri 


Swingarm: Stock 


Colors: 


: PPG black, Porsche Gold, Charcoal Candy 


Front wheel: DNA Fat Spoke 3.50-21" 
Rear wheel: DNA Fat Spoke 5.00-16" 


POWERPLANT 


Front brake: Stock 


Engine 


2005 Harley-Davidson Twin Cam B 


Rear brake: Stock 


Builder 


Mark Tibboel 


Front tire: Avon AV71 Cobra 120/70VR-21" 


Displacement 


95" 


Rear tire: Avon AV72 Cobra 180/60VR-16" 


Horsepower 


104 


Front fender: Kustomwerks 


Cases 


Stock 


Rear fender: Burnout Alley 


Flywheels 


Stock, 4" 


Fender struts: Burnout Alley 


Cylinders 


R&R Cycle 5-7/8" 




Pistons 


CP-Carrillo 10:5:1 


ACCESSORIES 


Heads 


R&R Cycle 


Headlight: Harley-Davidson Daymaker 


Cams 


R&R Cycle gear drive, .525" lift 


Taillight: Burnout Alley 


Valves 


R&R Cycle 


Fuel tank: Stock 


Pushrods 


Crane 


Handlebars: Wild 1 Chubbys Street Fighters 


Carb 


Harley-Davidson EFI 


Risers: Wild 1 Chubbys 1" 


Air cleaner 


Kuryakyn/Burnout Alley 


Seat: Burnout Alley 


Exhaust 


Bassani Firestorm, modified by Burnout Alley 


Pegs: Harley-Davidson 


Charging system 


Stock 


Dash: Stock 


Oil pump 


R&R Cycle, billet 


Hand controls: Stock 


Transmission 


2005 Harley-Davidson five-speed 


Foot controls: Stock 


Case 


Stock 


Levers: Burnout Alley 
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ADVERTISEMENT 




www.GetMotokPants.com 



Man 



Just Don’t Tell Anyone 

STEALTH PROTECTION^ t 

but this crap is starting to 

bother me. It is. 



That is getting my attention. It's all getting I knee'd the tank, right on the edge where 

my attention - roads, traffic, trucks, stop it's hard. 

signs, gravel - everything. Thought I'd knocked my kneecap off. 



When I think of all the things I did on 

a bike years ago never gave it a 

thought back then. 

We'd spend the afternoon in Jimmy's then 
ride down to the beach for the usual meet. 
That’s when things really took off. 

It was fun, and you never thought of 
anything going wrong at the time, and 
they didn't. Usually. 

And when they did it was all right, a few 
scrapes, bent fenders, footrests and so on. 
Gravel rash here and there - good stories for 
the bar. I guess we all have our stories, 
some we pump up, some we dampen down a 
bit - and after all a few bruises and scrapes 
were, well, manly. A macho thing. 




It’s funny, in all those years we never 
seemed to think about people pulling out in 
front of you, or diesel on the road, or some- 
thing parked around that blind turn. Though 
thinking about it, Chalky should have - but 
then he had it coming. 

He was really wild. 

But now, I can’t put my finger on it, 
but this crap is starting to bother me. It is. 

It can't be age, after all I don't need 
Viagra, not like those jerks on TV. 

Seems every time I open the paper or turn 
on the news, there's a report of a rider down 
in some kind of situation. 

And often guys just like me on bikes like mine. 



And that's how I got myself looking at 
these armored long johns from Bohn. 
Adventure Pants they call them. Though 
I'm not exactly looking for adventure, in 
fact I'm happy to be left alone. 

If you know what I mean. 

Well I ordered them on the internet one 
night, after I got home from work. 

It swung the balance for me after Tom 
tipped himself off and into the ER. 

He wasn't hurt bad, knee torn up, but 
avoidable. And that's what got me checking 
this stuff out when I got home after 1 a.m. 
that night. 

Sitting for hours in an ET gets you thinking. 

You could say I was ready to be convinced, 
and I ordered them right then and there. 

So they arrive soon after and I tried them 
on - snug, and slipped my Levi's on over 
the top. 

The first thing that hit me was you can't see 
them. Just looks like it’s me and my jeans, 
as usual. Good. 

That knee and shin armor seems really 
tough and molds itself to my knee. 

That’s the area I'm interested in, knees. 
They‘re stiff and sore in the mornings, 
and I sure don’t want to introduce them to 
any more asphalt. 

Last time I went 
down, it was 
stupid. In a parking 
lot for Pete's sake. 

Too many people 
watching, gravel, me 
looking cool and I 
guess gassing it a bit 
too much - anyway 
the back slides out 
and flips me over. 



f Jeans just look 
| like jeans, even 
with the armor 
underneath 




Get the full story at www.GetlVlotorPants.com 

The humiliation and pain is still with me. 
And the dent in my custom paint tank is 
still there as a reminder.. 

So I feel for my knees. 

These pants also have pads in the hips that 
feel good, and tailbone and thigh pads - 
though I may take those out. 

But they feel good, and no-one can see them. 

That works. 

PS: now got me thinking about that armored 
Bohn shirt - my black long sleeve T shirt 
would go right over the top. 



Check out the Full Story Now and a 



www.GetMotorPants.com 



^Totally, Ultimate Protection 
Under Jeans! 



O 



Or get the info straight to your Inbox at www.MotorPants.com/info 



and find out why thousand of riders just like you trust Bohn 




Invisible under 
your jeans 





Your Secret, 
and Smart 
Protection! 



„ . , 1L ... Ill-day comfort • Men k Women 
Made n the USA K Chec|( ^ y de|ai | s a „ d easy , 0(de( yy 






“....a major step-up from 
kevlar jeans” 

fi www.MotorPants.com 

\ (530) 898 9269 FAST SHIPPING 





NEW BIKE REVIEW •_ by Dain Gingerelli 



2016 H-D 

Road 

Glide 

Ultra 

The ultimate in touring luxury 



I t's back! after a two-year hiatus, harley's fltru 
Road Glide Ultra rejoins the Touring lineup, reporting 
for duty and sporting the same Project RUSHMORE 
amenities and upgrades — right down to the Boom ! 
Box audio system and GPS touchscreen feature — 
found on the other FL models. 

The FLTRU's long-distance prowess shouldn't have 
surprised me, either; only minutes after plopping my fanny 
onto our Road Glide Ultra's soft and cushy saddle, I was 
reminded that this bike is indeed meant for all-day touring. 
That, of course, prompted me to plan my own all-day ride 
on our Cosmic Blue Pearl model, and so I mapped out a 
course taking me to the lower desert here in Southern 
California, looping home 300 miles later. 

Word was out that a couple of SoCal's hip street artists 
— Bandit and Spamoni — had recently finished an installa- 
tion piece at Salvation Mountain, a noted landmark 
situated a few miles east of the Salton Sea in Imperial 
Valley, so I decided to see for myself, using that as my turn- 
around point. The man-made mountain, composed of adobe 
mud that's been colorfully painted, was created by the late 
Leonard Knight to convey his message to the world about 
God. Leonard began his project in 1984 when he originally 
settled in Slab City, an apocalyptic-like community of 
ramshackle structures and rickety motor homes adjacent to 

52 • American Iron Magazine • Issue #331 






NEW BIKE REVIEW 



what eventually became Salvation 
Mountain. The makeshift city and funky 
mountain proved to be the perfect 
destination for my ride on the new Ultra. 

The first thing I noticed after settling 
into the Ultra’s plush saddle was how 
perfect the rider’s triangle fit me. It was 
as if Harley's stylists configured this bike 
for good ol' 5'8" Dain. The l-lAf'-diame- 
ter handlebar’s bend and position — 1.9" 
higher than what’s found on the Road 
Glide and Road Glide Special — com- 
fortably place my hands and posture for 
all-day cruising, and the hip-to-foot po- 
sition doesn’t feel cramped or stretched 
out. The 28.4" seat height (when laden 
with a 180-pound rider such as myself) is 
high as I feel comfortable while balancing any bike at stop- 
lights and such, although the 881 -pound Ultra can begin to 
feel somewhat top heavy when maneuvering at low speeds 
or on gravel surfaces. 

The view behind the new 13-l/2"~high windshield ain’t 
bad, either. While the two sportier Road Glide models rely 
on the stubby, yet stylish abbreviated tinted windbreakers, 
the Ultra has a larger and clear, full windshield for blocking 
the wind. I can easily see over the windshield’s top edge, so 
there’s no annoying line break — common among some 
Electra Glide models — to distract my view of the road 
ahead. And despite the windshield’s added height, the 
Ultra’s fairing loses none of its aerodynamic advantages that 



Harley engineers worked so hard to achieve in the wind 
tunnel. Keep the RUSHMORE center vent and the two 
tunnel vents on either side of the steering head open, and 
you’re rewarded with a nearly buffet-free ride. My full- 
coverage Arai helmet did catch some of the windblast over 
my head, but I suspect that a more compact half-shell helmet 
might escape trouble free when cruising at highway speed. 

The first part of my ride to Salvation Mountain took me 
through North San Diego County, which is laced with some 
of the nicest two-lane roads in the region. With the Ultra’s 
rear air shocks injected to about 20 psi, I hit the road. The 
frame-mounted fairing, sturdy 49mm~diameter fork legs, 
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dual-compound Dunlop rear tire, and a rather stout chassis 
add up to a rock-steady ride through the turns. Of course, 
the more you fill the Ultra's 4.7 cubic feet of storage capac- 
ity with gear, the more you'll tax the bike's suspension. As 
always, to help keep the center of gravity low, it's best to 
pack heavier gear into the saddlebags, using the high-mount 
Tour-Pak for lighter items to minimize whatever tail wag 
you might encounter. 

County Highway S22, with its bumps and dips leading 
into Salton City, especially challenged the Ultra's suspen- 
sion damping rates. But in the end, the ride couldn’t have 
been any smoother had I been in a Cadillac. State Route 
86’s stretch of four-lane highway along the 
Salton Sea is smoother than most roads 
I’ve ridden, rewarding the Ultra and 
me with a near perfect ride for the 
next 30 miles or so before veering 
for Salvation Mountain off of 
northbound State Route 111. 

I brought along my smart- 
phone, too, taking time to 
stash it in the Juke- 
box compartment 
on the right side 
so I could listen to 
my music mix. 

Reaching the audio 
controls feature 
(touchscreen se- 
lection in this 
case) is easier than on 
previous Road Glides, too, 
because Harley positioned 
the dash compartment 2" 
closer to the rider. The Ultra's 
quartet of 5.4" speakers, fed by 



the 100-watt audio system, kept me entertained during the 
long stretches between fuel stops, but personally I don't 
mind turning off the tunes to enjoy the sounds of silence in 
the form of subtle wind noises and the engine’s exhaust 
cadence during portions of any ride. I should add, too, that 
although I rode solo that day, the Ultra's passenger seat is 
both 1 " wider and longer than on previous Road Glides, so 
two-up comfort is undeniably improved. 

This is the first Road Glide to use the new Twin- Cooled 
High Output Twin Cam 103" engine, too. The liquid-cooled 
cylinder heads allow for a slightly higher compression ratio 
— 10:1 — helping produce 105 ft-lbs. at 3750 rpm and 

giving this bagger a little more throttle response 
than before. It won’t necessarily pin your 
ears back during acceleration, but 
you'll welcome the responsiveness 
when you roll on the throttle. Our 
travels registered a low of 36 mpg 
and a high of 42, which agree 
with Harley's claimed high fuel 
mileage. 

And in true 
RUSHMORE 
fashion, the Ultra 
checks in using Re- 
flex Linked brakes 
with ABS. Tap 
the brake pedal, 
and the left front 
brake works in unison 
with the rear brake to 
slow you down with little 
fanfare. Keep in mind that for 
panic stops or for quick 
deceleration, it's best to 
simultaneously use the 



TECH SHEET • Road Glide Ultra 



Length: 


102.2" (2595mm) 


Front brakes: 


Reflex Linked ABS, Brembo dual fixed four-piston (52mm) calipers, 


Seat height: 


29.7" (755mm), unladen 




dual 11.81" x 0.20" floating rotors 


Ground clearance: 


4.7" (120mm) 


Rear brake: 


Reflex Linked ABS, Brembo fixed four-piston (52mm) caliper, 


Rake: 


26 degrees 




11.81" x 0.28" fixed rotor 


Trail: 


6.7" (170mm) 


Exhaust system: 


Chrome 2-into-1-into-2 


Wheelbase: 


64" (1625mm) 


Front forks: 


49mm, telescopic 


Engine: 


Twin-Cooled, High Output Twin Cam 105 (1690cc), rubber- 


Rear shocks: 


Air-adjustable, full-travel air ride 




mounted, integrated oil cooler, Engine Idle Temperature 


Front wheel: 


Cast aluminum Impeller; 5.00-17" 




Management Strategy and reduced-width primary 


Rear wheel: 


Cast aluminum Impeller; 5.00-16" 


Compression: 


10:1 


Handlebars: 


1.25" diameter, reduced reach and improved wrist angle; heated 


Fuel system: 


Electronic Sequential Port Fuel 




handgrips with adjustable six-setting heat controls, two 




Injection (ESPFI), heated O 2 sensors 




audio-controlling joysticks 


Coolant capacity: 


1.1 quarts (1.04L) 


Colors: 


Billet Silver/Vivid Black with Burgundy/Charcoal Metallic 


Transmission: 


Six-speed Cruise Drive/Isolated Drive 




pinstriping; Mysterious Red Sunglo/Velocity Red Sunglo with 


Front tire: 


Dunlop Harley-Davidson 150/80-17" 




medium red/Pale Gold pinstriping; Customs colors: Purple Fire 


Rear tire: 


Dunlop Harley-Davidson 180/65-16" 




Blackberry Smoke with Proper 


Fuel capacity: 


6.0 gallons (22.7L) 




Purple/Charcoal Metallic pinstriping; Cosmic Blue Pearl 


Oil capacity: 


4.0 quarts (5.8L) 


MSRP: 


$25,699-$26,999 


Shipped weight: 


881 pounds (400kg) 






GVWR: 


1,560 pounds (617kg) 
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CDmFDRT AT 
RIDE’5 ERD 

When you take the long ride 

to Las Vegas, you want a place that 
offers you everything you need all 
under one roof. We offer special room 
rates for motorcyclists and a free 
covered parking area for your bike. 



We also offer: 




■ 2,160 Rooms and Suites 


■ 11 Great Restaurants 


■ 60 Table Games 


■ Spa & Fitness Center 


■ Over 2,600 Slot Machines 


■ Showroom 


■ 22-Table Poker Room 


■ 16 Movie Theaters 


■ Race & Sports Books 


■ Liquor Store & Gift Shop 



For Reservations Call 

1-BEE-791-7E2E 

Mention Offer Code AIM0701 




LAE VEGAS 

SouthPointCasino.com 
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front brake lever and rear brake 
pedal to kick in all three brake 
rotors for maximum braking effi- 
ciency. The ABS feature helps 
prevent lockup when in an up- 
right position, offering optimum 
stopping power. Our 30 mph-0 
mph stopping distances regis- 
tered a best of 35 '. 

I couldn't beat the sunset 
home during my swing through 
the desert, so the final leg of my 
all- day ride put me in the dead 
of night when passing through 
the badlands east of Riverside. 

That's when I relied on the cool, 
efficient glow of the Ultra's dual 
Daymaker Reflector LED 
headlight system to turn the 
darkness into, well, day. 

And at the end of the day, I 
realized what I pretty much 
knew already: the Road Glide 
Ultra is among Harley's — nay, the 
top touring bikes. It offers sound handling through twisty 
stretches of road, unmatched comfort over interstate high- 
ways, and an aerodynamic package that allows you to sit ii 






comfort as you and your bike pound out the 

miles. It's a bike that I'd love to take on a coast- to- coast 

ride. Hmm ... AIM 













* CRACKED OR BROKEN SWING ARM? 



* STOCK REPLACEMENT NA? 







Bolt up the later Forged Swing Arm 
to early transmission housings 
with our Swing Arm Kit 







1980*2001 FXR/FLHs Models 



800 - 472-9253 




ENGINEERING 
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IT’S NDTTHE 




Actual Size 




CYLINDER ETCHED ON BACK WITH 
THE BIKER’S CREED: 



“IT’S NOT THE DESTINATION, 
IT’S THE RIDE” 






UNIQUE STAINLESS STEEL 
MAGNETIC CLASP MAKES 
IT EASY TO OPEN AND 
CLOSE THE BRACELET 



Ride the Wind 

Men’s Bracelet 



IN GENUINE LEATHER AND SOLID 
STAINLESS STEEL 

SCULPTED MOTORCYCLE WITH 
BURNISHED FINISH 



Gear up Ion the ride! With the roar of the engine, the rush of the wind, and miles 
and miles of open road to conquer, you could go on forever. And let’s face it, 
for the true biker, it’s not about the destination, it’s all about the ride! Now, you 
can honor that biker’s creed and gear up for your next ride in style, with a new 
custom jewelry exclusive — the “Ride the Wind” Men’s Bracelet— available only 
from The Bradford Exchange. 

GENUINE LEATHER, SOLID STAINLESS STEEL, 

AND A UNIQUE SCULPTED DESIGN 

Superbly hand-crafted, this bold design features a braided genuine leather 
bracelet. At the center, a gleaming cylinder in biker-tough solid stainless steel 
showcases an impressive sculpted image of a custom bike and outstretched 
eagle wings in a burnished finish. The reverse side of the cylinder is finely 



etched with another ready-to-ride motorcycle, and the biker sentiment: “It’s 
not the destination, it’s the ride”. The cylinder is framed on each side by two 
stainless steel beads with black enamel motorcycle tire tread designs. Sized 
at 8V2" to fit most wrists, the bracelet closes with a unique stainless steel 
magnetic clasp at the back, making it easy to put on or take off. 

EXCEPTIONAL VALUE; SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

Each bracelet arrives in a jewelry pouch and presentation box, along with 
a Certificate of Authenticity. Available at just $79*, you can pay for it in 4 
convenient installments of $19.75. To reserve yours, backed by our 120-day 
guarantee: send no money now. Just return the Reservation Application as 
possible, as this is a limited-time offer! 



A CUSTOM DESIGN EXCLUSIVELY FROM THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 



www.bradfordexchange.com/2 1534 
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LIMITED-TIME OFFER 

Reservations will be accepted 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Respond as soon as 
possible to reserve your 
‘Ride the Wind" Men’s Bracelet. 



RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW 

. T1IK ■ 

BRADFORD EXdlANffE 

IKWEUtV — 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 
YES. Please reserve the “ Ride the Wind” Men’s 
Bracelet for me as described in this announcement. 

‘Plus $8.98 shipping and service. Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment for 
shipment. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 



Signature 
Mrs. Mr. Ms. 



Address 



City 

State 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 



Zip 

01 -21 534-001 -E35001 
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Born-again basket case bobber 



The Old 






One-Two 







clutter the look of the Indian, so he traded the 
tanks for an original set from a 1935 Chief. 
Using these tanks, gasoline and oil are carried 
separately in the right-side tank, with gas only 
in the left tank. What might look like an oil 
tank on the right side of the bike near the 
kicker pedal is actually a modern 12- volt Cycle 
Electric Inc. generator with a built-in regula- 
tor. This made-in-the-USA charging system is 
an upgrade from the stock 6- volt system. 

Front and rear wheels are based on original 
1950 Indian hubs and brakes. The rims were 
painted and the hubs powdercoated black 
before lacing and truing with stainless steel 



HEN IT COMES TO OWNING OLD MOTOR- 
cycles, one is never enough. Just ask 
Californian Tom Hart, who owns two 
Indian Chiefs. And true to Toms last 
name, both Indians have a special place 
in his heart. 

Tom bought his first Chief about 20 
years ago, a 1939 model that had been part of the late Steve 
McQueen's collection. Any association with that famous actor 
and motorcycle enthusiast hasn't stopped Tom from riding 
that old bike either. He's added thousands of miles to the bike, 
even taking the ex-McQueen Indian on extended rides. With 
all of that use, its obvious that Tom needs a good source for 
parts and service advice. His go-to guy is John Bivens of In- 
dian Engineering Restoration in Stanton, California. 

“Eve been visiting Johns shop for years now/' Tom says 
about his handy supply source. "And he restored my 
McQueen machine about six or seven years ago. I kept it 
just the way McQueen had it, but we added a rack and put 
on a different muffler." 

During one of those visits to John’s shop, Tom noticed 
the bones of a long-forgotten project tucked discreetly in a 
corner. A previous owner had collected bits and pieces of a 
1950 Indian Chief, but having lost interest, he sold the bas- 
ket case to John. By now you know where this story goes. 
Tom bought the heap of parts and promptly enlisted John's 
help to complete the build into a stripped-down bobber. 

They started with a replica frame from Kiwi Indian Inc., 
located in nearby Riverside. Tom and John figure it to be 
one of Kiwi's earlier production models. It had been heavily 
altered, as evident by the absence of its plunger-style rear 
suspension that made way for rigid tubes welded into place. 
There's some stretch in those rear tubes, too, but Tom's 
unsure of the exact measurement. He figures it's probably 
an extra 1" or 2" worth of tubing. 

The project came with aftermarket 1950s-style Indian 
tanks, and it was obvious that the previous owner had 
planned to run a separate oil tank. Tom didn’t want to 
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spokes. Up front, the alloy brake 
backing plate received the full 
treatment from M&G Custom 
Polishing in Stanton, and the rear 
was powdercoated black. 

Buchanan s Spoke & Rim in Azusa 
handled all of the subsequent 
wheel-building chores. Because 
Tom planned to occasionally ride the 
Indian bobber on the freeway, he 
opted for modern Avon Roadrunner 
tires in 130/90-16" dimensions front 
and back. 

Part of the basket case included the distinctive 1950 



Indian telescopic front fork. The old legs were 
cleaned and detailed with fresh paint on their 
lowers, with a layer of chrome applied onto 
the upper covers. A reproduction 1950 
Indian Chief headlight casts a broad 
enough beam up ahead, and the handlebars 
are a set of period-correct Flanders, stacked 
on freshly chromed Indian risers. Obvi- 
ously, there's no front fender, and the rears 
origin remains unknown. Tom’s 
betting on a Triumph, as it s ribbed down the 
middle. In any case, the phantom rear fender was modified 
to fit around the small toolbox — again unknown origin — 
and John fabricated the rear struts to hold it solidly in place. 
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Because the frame is long and Toms not really a small guy, 
John fabricated an extended seat mount to suspend the pans 
front. Meanwhile, tall 6" springs support the rear with plenty 
of up-and-down movement. Tom wanted to use an early 
Harley-Davidson solo seat, but it just didn't work out, so he 
opted for a LePera solo saddle. The result, he feels, retains 
the Indian's integrity as a bobber. 

John customized a 1939 Indian Chief chain guard, sec- 
tioning it so he could weld in extra sheet metal to span the 
stretched frame. He also altered the front cutaway where 
the drive sprocket is visible. 

When John's original customer 
had asked for help putting 
together the 1950 Chief, John 
obliged by starting with 
the engine rebuild. 

John installed a Kiwi 
Indian crank with 5" 
stroke, placing a set of 
air-cooled Volkswagen pistons onto CP- 
Carrillo connecting rods. The Indian cylinders 
were bored slightly oversize from the stock 
3-1/4" dimension. Heads are original, too, 
while fabled Indian Bonneville profile cams 
raise and lower the new 2" stainless steel valves. 

The intake starts with an original Lmkert 
Bonneville-spec carburetor, while the exhaust 
gases are ushered out through a set of stock-style 
pipes, capped with a custom baloney-cut muffler. 




John opened and inspected the Indian's stock three-speed 
transmission, but it required only new bearings to bring it 
back to health. The clutch is a reproduction unit from Jeriy 
Greer's Engineering in Deadwood, South Dakota. 

The right-side jockey shift lever was lengthened before 
being sent to the chrome shop. Fortunately, Tom was used 
to riding Indians with left-hand throttles, so the arrange- 
ment was kept for the bobber. When it was time to select the 
paint and colors, Tom opted to powdercoat the frame black, 
but he struggled with what to do on the tins. In the end, Ken 
Morris of Hot Rods-N-Hogs sprayed them black and white 
before applying a pin-up girl graphic 
on the tanks' flanks. Before it 
was finished, though, 
Dennis Ricklefs laid 
down traditional pin- 
stripes, and the only 
places you'll see the In- 
dian script are on the air cleaner cover and the 
jockey shift knob. 

“It's a real kick in the ass to ride," Tom 
says. “It's veiy light and veiy quick. 

The stock brakes work well, and the 
Flanders bars are comfortable. I've 
taken it on 150-mile rides, but it's happiest 
just cruising around town because it only 
gets about 70 miles to a tank of gasoline. It 
doesn't matter, though, because I simply 
love to ride both of my Chiefs." AIM 
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Owner: Tom Hart 


Wires: 


Red plastic-coated plug wires 


Builder: John Bivens, Indian Engineering Restoration, Stanton, CA 


Charging system: 


Cycle Electric Inc. 12 volts 


Year/model: 1950 Indian Chief 


Oil pump: 


Stock 


Time to build: 1-1/2 years 


Transmission: 


1950 Indian Chief 


Chromer: Orange County Plating, Orange, CA 


Case: 


Stock 


Polisher: M & G Custom Polishing, Stanton, CA 


Gears: 


Stock 


Powdercoater: Orange County Plating 


Clutch: 


Jerry Greer’s Engineering 


Painter: Ken Morris, Hot Rods-N-Hogs, Stanton, CA 


Kickstarter: 


Stock, Harley-Davidson pedal 


Pinstriper Dennis Ricklefs 






Colors: Black and white 


CHASSIS 






Frame: 


Kiwi Indian Inc. 


POWERPLANT 


Rake: 


Stock 


Engine: 1950 Indian Chief 


Stretch: 


2" 


Builder: John Bivens, Indian Engineering Restoration 


Front forks: 


1950 Indian Chief 


Displacement: 86" 


Front wheel: 


Stock 16" 


Cases: Stock 


Rear wheel: 


Stock 16" 


Flywheels: Kiwi Indian Inc. 5" 


Front brake: 


1950 Indian Chief drum 


Balancing: John Bivens, Indian Engineering Restoration 


Rear brake: 


1950 Indian Chief drum 


Connecting rods: CP-Carrillo 


Front tire: 


Avon Roadrunner 130/90-16" 


Cylinders: Stock, slight over-bore 


Rear tire: 


Avon Roadrunner 130/90-16" 


Pistons: Volkswagen, 7.5:1 


Fender struts: 


Indian Engineering Restoration custom 


Heads: Stock 






Cams: Indian Bonneville 


ACCESSORIES 




Valves: 2" stainless steel 


Headlight: 


1950 Indian Chief reproduction 


Rockers: Stock 


Fuel tank: 


1935 Indian Chief 


Lifters: Indian Bonneville 


Oil tank: 


1935 Indian Chief 


Pushrods: Stock 


Handlebars: 


1947 Flanders 


Carb: Linkert Bonneville 


Seat: 


Le Pera 


Air cleaner: Indian 


Chain guard: 


1939 Indian Chief, modified 


Exhaust: 1950 Indian Chief, modified 


Dash: 


1935 Indian Chief 


Ignition: Autolite distributor 


Levers: 


1950 Indian Chief front brake lever 
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One size does not fit all. Customization isn’t merely about how your 
ride looks, but how it feels. So don’t let that factory setup cramp your 
style. Look to J&P Cycles for all the riding essentials you need to find 
your comfort zone and maximize those miles. The quest for your 
perfect ride begins right here! 

Call or order online 800 - 397-4844 

WWW.JPCYCLES.COM 





Contact us for your FREE J&P Cycles catalog today! I parts • accessories • apparel 

TOP-RATED CUSTOMER SERVICE • FREE TECH SUPPORT • 120-DAY RETURN POLICY • FREE SHIPPING ON ORDERS $90" AND UP 






















TOUR by Chris Maida 




Canyons, 
Cactus & 
Cowboys! 

Awesome Arizona, Part Deux 



Y UP, THIS IS MY SIXTH TOUR WITH TWISTED 
Trailz ! Taking a vacation with them is one 
of the highlights of my riding year and 
something I look forward to every 
summer. This time around I went on a tour 
IVe done with them before, one of my 
favorites: Awesome Arizona. When I first did this seven- 
day, eight-night trip back in 2011 it was my second tour 
with Ron and Elaine. It's one of my favorites because you 
get to sample all of what Arizona has to offer. As I wrote 
back then, before this trip I thought all of Arizona was like 
it is around Tucson and Phoenix, except for Sedona and a 
few other areas. Man, was I wrong! However, as I usually 
do, since we did and saw so much on this trip I’m only 
going to be able to show and tell you most of the highlights 
in this article. 

As I've stated so many times in the past, when on vaca- 
tion I prefer to just follow the tailhghts of the bike in front 
of me, work the controls, and enjoy the scenery. And that's 
just the way Ron and Elaine Booth, the owners of Twisted 
Trailz, run their tours. However, if you're not as lazy as I 
am, you can go your own way and meet up with the group 
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TOUR 




We spent a few hours 
hanging out in Jerome. 
The gator is a piece of 
outdoor art alongside a 
sidewalk. There’s lots 
of cool stuff like this 
throughout the town. 



anywhere you want during the tour since the full route 
(with day-by-day maps) is given to you the first day at ori- 
entation. Another cool part of touring with Twisted Trailz is 
that Ron and Elaine have found the best roads to get from 
place to place. After all, this is their stomping grounds, so 
touring with Twisted Trailz is like traveling with locals, my 
favorite way to see a new area. Plus, the Twisted Trailz crew 
hauls all my crap from hotel to hotel so I don't have to pack 
it all on my bike eveiy morning and pull it off every night. I 
just bring my bag to the truck in the morning and go have 
breakfast. At the end of the day, my bag is right at the curb 
in front of the hotel we're staying at that night. Nice! In 
fact, Twisted Trailz is the only US-based tour company 
that's part of Harley- Davidson Authorized Tours program. 

After checking at the Sleep Inn — North Scottsdale (I 
love staying here!), which is where we spend our first and 
last nights in Phoenix, we headed over to Harley-Davidson 

of Scottsdale. 

This is the same 
place we got our 
bikes last year 
and an impressive 
dealership. (It's 
huge!) Once 
there, Justin 
Johnson, the 




general manager; Dan Dvorak, the rental manager; and 
Richard Edwards, a rental associate, took excellent care of 
us and had us all set up with our bikes in short order. All of 
H-D of Scottsdale's rental bikes are new or almost new 
motorcycles in excellent shape. 

The first day of the tour, Sunday, found us on the road by 
8:30 am and making our way out of Phoenix on a beautiful 
sunny 85 F day. After about an hour, we were riding the 
great tree-lined roads of Mingus Mountain, taking in the 
gorgeous vistas. The route Ron and Elaine use has a blend 
of twisting roads (120 curves in 10 miles) and short straight- 
aways. Our destination was Jerome, the Living Ghost 
Town. Jerome is an old copper mining town that has been 
reborn as a great place full of old Southwest charm and 
modern qualities. There's plenty of old buildings and new 
shops with lots of cool stuff to buy, if shopping is one of 
your passions. After lunch and walking the town a bit 
(there's a great little ice cream place at the edge of town), 
we fired up the bikes and took the short putt to our final 
stop of the day, Sedona! 

Sedona is known for its deep red mountains and rock 
outcroppings. In a word, it's gorgeous! It's also a sacred 
area to the indigenous Native American tribes, while many 
people believe its hills and mountains have mystical quali- 
ties. Though I've been to Sedona many times, I always enjoy 
riding through its beautiful forests and valleys, and along its 
streams. That night we stayed at the Sedona Real Inn & 
Suites, an excellent place to end a great day on the road and 
the beginning of our adventure. 

After a full breakfast at the Sedona Real Inn the next 
morning, Monday, we started our ride in cool temps (40s) 
and cloudy skies with scattered, and sometimes hard, rain 
throughout the day. But since we all had rain gear, it was 
still great to ride through Red Rock Country and Oak 
Creek Canyon. Our road through Oak Creek is a gently 
twisting two-laner that has rock outcroppings on one side 
and a stream on the other. The road also has trees on both 
sides that sometimes overhang the road. In short, it's a beau- 
tiful ride, even in the rain, and a great way to head to our 
main stop of the day: the South Rim of the Grand Canyon ! 

As anyone who's been to the Grand Canyon will tell you, 
even though he knew it's huge, he was still astounded by its 
size. And you only get to see part of it from the South Rim! 
Besides the light rain, we also encountered a light covering 
of snow just before we got to the parking lot. Oddly enough, 
though it was raining in the parking area, it was dry at the 
South Rim itself. From the many lookout points along the 
edge, you can see the Colorado River on the canyon floor, 
5,000' below. If you look closely, you can also see the Phan- 

MY NEXT TOUR 



SURPRISE! I’M DOING ANOTHER TOUR WITH THE 

Twisted Trailz crew in 2016. This time I’m taking their 
new Unique Utah’s Five National Parks Tour 
(June 5-11). This seven-day/eight-night trip covers 
all the national parks in Utah: Zion, Bryce Canyon, 
Capitol Reef, Arches, and Canyonlands. I’ve been to 
most of them before, but I never tire of seeing them; 
they’re so beautiful and unique. The last tour filled 
up quickly, so give Ron and Elaine a call and get 
your spot locked in. ■ 
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tom Ranch, a stop for hikers in the canyon. All day it was a 
little cool and wet, so after a blast down Route 66, we were 
all happy to get to the Doubletree by Hilton — Flagstaff for 
a hot shower. That night I thoroughly enjoyed sinking into 
one of the warm, comfy beds Hilton hotels are known for ! 

The next day, Tuesday, we awoke to another full day of 
rain and temps in the 40s. But that didn't stop us from 
enjoying the ride, scenery, and each other's company. We 
had a blast anyway! Our first stop was that famous corner 
on Route 66 in nearby Winslow, Arizona, but the closest I 
got to hooking up to a girl in a flatbed Ford was standing 
next to the one painted on a building. After taking lots of 
pictures and buying some cool stuff at the novelty shop 
across the street, we fired up the bikes and rode to our next 
stops: the Painted Desert and Petrified Forest. 

By the time we got to the Painted Desert we got a little 
light hail, but it passed quickly. It's all look-but-do-not- 
touch here, nor can you ride through it. You ride around the 
outskirts of the Painted Desert to see its unique beauty. The 
various colors come from the mineral content of the desert, 
which consists of stratified layers of siltstone, shale, and 
mudstone that's composed of iron and manganese com- 
pounds. Another cool spot was the Newspaper Rock area 
and its petroglyphs, picture messages carved into the sand- 
stone's dark outer covering. Just down the road is the Petri- 
fied Forest, an ancient forest of fallen trees that are no 
longer made of wood. Once the trees were buried under 
thick layers of sediment, each wood fiber was replaced by 



silica ciystals (agate). The transformation process took mil- 
lions of years with the end result being stone trees with dif- 
ferent minerals tinting sections of the trees different colors. 
Definitely, a veiy special place ! We then rode in the sun- 
shine up tree-covered White Mountain with its twisty roads 
and rock formations to our stop for the night, the Hon-Dah 
Resort Casino. This is an interesting place to chill and hit 
the slot machines or whatever you feel like trying your luck 
on. Definitely a biker- friendly place, the casino hosts the 
White Mountain Bike Rally eveiy June. 

The next morning, Wednesday, came bright and sunny, 
with temps m the 50s. As we descended from the tree- 
covered White Mountains to the prairie grass-covered 
plains, the temps rose into the pleasant 80s, with no 
humidity. Perfect! We spent the day riding down the moun- 
tain and then through Salt River Canyon where we got to 
enjoy more outstanding vistas and rock formations. These 
are great riding roads with plenty of tight twisties, lazy 
sweepers, long straightaways, and beautiful vistas that 
came one after the other. We did about 240 miles that day, 
our longest one of the tour, and we couldn't have picked 
better weather. That night we ate at the Big Tex B-B-O in 
Wilcox, which consists of converted railway cars. A nice 



Clockwise, right: Petrified Forest, 
Sedona, Tombstone. 
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day on the road with good food and great people ! 

Thursday dawned sunny with temps in the high 50s. The 
perfect setup for our big walking day of the tour: we were 
spending the day at Tombstone ! But first, we rode to the 
Chiricahua National Monument to check out its weird 
columns and pinnacles of balanced 
rocks. These formations were created 
as the volcanic bedrock was pushed 
up to form the Chiricahua Mountain 
range millions of years ago. As the 
mountains rose, the rock layers tilted 
to the west and made vertical cracks 
in the rock. Over time, water eroded 
away the softer rock, making the 
cracks large enough for temperature 
changes, roots, and ice to split the 
columns into the shapes they are 
today. Then it was a short putt to 
Tombstone and the famous Boot Hill 
graveyard ! 

Tombstone will forever have a spe- 
cial place in American folklore due to 
the gunfight at the OK Corral and 
the people involved. There are daily 
re-enactments at the corral with gun- 
fighters wandering the streets before 
and after. Another must-see in Tomb- 
stone is the infamous and eerie Bird 
Cage Theatre. This place is a time 
capsule that was sealed in 1889, just 
after its heyday. When reopened by 
the new owner in 1931, he kept 
everything as it was, except for 
putting up barriers to protect the 



artifacts. The Bird Cage is the only place I know of where 
you can walk through the door and be transported back to 
how things were almost 125 years ago with the real artifacts, 
complete with 140 bullet holes. All the gambling tables, 
rooms, stage, and even the original Tombstone Boot Hill 
horse-drawn hearse, are just as they were left in 1889. 

Since I'd already been to the OK Corral and Bird Cage, 
this time around I took the Good Enough Silver Mine Tour. 
That’s where, among other things, I found out that 
Tombstone was a mining town, not a cattle town, as I had 
thought. It was an interesting tour and one I recommend. 
That night we had dinner at Big Nose Kate’s Saloon, right 
on Mam Street in Tombstone, and while there Robert and 
Carolyn, two of my compadres on this tour, celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversaiy. Very cool! That night we stayed 
at the Tombstone Grand Hotel, which is the same place we 
stayed last year, but with a new name. And just like last 
year, everything was comfy and good to go ! 

The next morning, Friday, was another perfect weather 
day with temps about 10 degrees lower than normal. That 
day we got to do something other 
tourists do not: we rode our bikes 
right down Mam Street, which is 
always closed to motorized traffic, 
to the front of Big Nose Kate’s. But 
that’s not all! Some of us rode his 
bike right through the front door of 
the saloon and parked at the bar ! 

After lots of pictures and wise cracks, 
we headed out of town to Boot Hill. 
This is another slightly eerie but 
must-do place in Tombstone. We 
walked among the graves with head- 
stones I’ve read about for decades, 
including those of Billy Clanton and 
the McLaury brothers, who were 
killed at the OK Corral. 

After Boot Hill, we had a choice of 
what we wanted to do once we 
reached Tucson. There’s the Old 
Tucson movie lot, the site of over 300 
Western movies and TV shows. Being 
a Western movie lover, it was great to 
see where many of my favorite flicks 
were shot. I’m also a fan of another 
form of old American iron, steam 
engines! The Reno, which has been in 

continued on page 107 
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DOUBLETREE BY HILTON-FLAGSTAFF 

928 / 773-8888 

DoubletreeFlagstaff.com 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON OF SCOTTSDALE 

480 / 905-1903 

HDofScottsdale.com 

HON-DAH RESORT CASINO 

800 / 929-8744 

Hon-Dah.com 

LA POSADA LODGE & CASITAS 

520 / 887-4800 

LaPosadaLodge.com 

SEDONA REAL INN & SUITES 

800 / 353-1239 

SedonaReal.com 

SLEEP INN-NORTH SCOTTSDALE 

877 / 906-4977 

SleeplnnScottsdale.com 

TOMBSTONE GRAND HOTEL 

520 / 457-9507 

TombstoneGrand.com 

TWISTED TRAILZ EXCURSIONS 

602 / 795-8888 

TwistedTrailz.com 



Clockwise, right: Titan Missile Museum, Frank riding 
into Big Nose Kate’s Saloon, Good Enough Silver 
Mine. 
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Original 




‘06- ‘16 i&una-*§£ide 

m Harley-Davidson 

Sculpted Rider's Area to Conform to the Shape of the Human Body , 
Genuine Leather Offers BreathabitUy and Ergonomic Conformation, 
Sleek. Flowing Appearance and Low Profile Design . 

High Density Comfort Cell Foam. 
mD-FKD-G CG * $393.00 



800 538 7035 www. Corbin, com 
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Fits Indian Scouts 
It lo I' re sent 



Increase your power 
with American-made exhaust. 

For EVERYTHING Bagger & Indian 

For tinii* visa . 

IrrU'crfurcii.m mm 



1 ^ASK www.DirtyBirdConcepts.com 






NEW BIKE SPECS • by Tyler Greenblatt • specs compiled by Steven Wyman-Blackburn 



2016 H-D 

TRIKES, V-RODS, 
SPORTSTERS & STREETS 

New suspension, new brakes , but the same rugged platforms 



D on't think that harley's 201 6 model 

year updates benefit only the Big Twins in 
the lineup. No doubt, some incredible big- 
inch models were launched this year, but if 
you've been considering a new Sportster 
or you've been waiting for The Motor 
Company to improve any past faults on the Street, this 
might be your year. While Sportster and Street models 
didn't receive major upgrades or new additions, H-D 
proved again that it's been listening to customers, with some 
welcome improvements for both platforms. 



Sportsters received some upgrades in the comfort and 
performance departments. Each Sportster model receives a 
new seat specially designed and sculpted for rider comfort, 
control, and optimal leg placement. And the new saddles 
look pretty badass, too ! 

But the major improvement comes with the Sportster's 
new suspension for 2016. All Sportster models feature pre- 
load adjustable emulsion rear shock absorbers with progres- 
sive rate springs, previously offered only as accessoiy items 
through the P&A catalog. Rear spring preload is adjustable 
up to 50mm, using the included spanner tool to set the shock 
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TRIKE 




Length: 


105.1" (2670mm) 


Seat height: 


28.3" (720mm), unladen 


Ground clearance: 


4.5" (115mm) 


Rake: 


26 degrees 


Trail: 


3.94" (100mm) 


Wheelbase: 


65.7" (1670mm) 


Engine: 


Twin-Cooled, High Output Twin Cam 
103 (103.1"/1690cc), black powder- 
coated powertrain, chrome covers, 
Engine Idle Temperature Management 
Strategy, reduced-width primary 


Compression: 


10:1 


Fuel system: 


ESPFI with heated O 2 sensors 


Transmission: 


Six-speed Cruise, Isolated Drive System 


Coolant capacity: 


1.1 quarts (1.04L) 


Front tire: 


Dunlop Harley-Davidson MT90B-16" 


Rear tires: 


Dunlop Harley-Davidson 205/65-15" 


Fuel capacity: 


6.0 gallons (22.7L) 


Oil capacity: 


4.0 quarts (3.8L) 


Shipped weight: 


1,180 pounds (524.8kg) 


GVWR: 


1,700 pounds (771kg) 


Front brakes: 


Dual fixed six-piston calipers; dual 
11.81" x 0.20" floating rotors 


Rear brakes: 


Two single 31.75mm piston 
floating calipers; two single 
10.66" x 0.25" fixed rotors, linked 


Parking brake: 


Foot-actuated, dual 


Exhaust system: 


Chrome 2-into-1-into-2 dual with 
tapered mufflers 


Front forks: 


49mm, telescopic 


Rear shocks: 


Air adjustable 


Front wheel: 


Black, seven-spoke cast 
aluminum; 3.00-16" 


Rear wheels: 


Black, seven-spoke cast 
aluminum; 5.50-15" 


Handlebars: 


Stainless steel, wide-set, electronic 
throttle, electric reverse, cruise control 


Colors: 


Vivid Black/medium silver pin- 
striping; Billet Silver/Burgundy and 
Charcoal Metallic pinstriping; Deep 
Jade Pearl/Vivid Black/light green 
and Pale Gold pinstriping; Billet 
Silver/Vivid Black/Burgundy and 
Charcoal Metallic pinstriping; 
Mysterious Red Sunglo/Velocity Red 
Sunglo/medium red and Pale Gold 
pinstriping; Custom colors: Purple 
Fire/Blackberry Smoke/Proper 
Purple and Charcoal Metallic 
pinstriping; Cosmic Blue Pearl 


MSRP: 


$33,499-$35,249 




Length: 


103.1" (2620mm) 


Seat height: 


27.5" (699mm), unladen 


Ground clearance: 


4.9" (124mm) 


Rake: 


26 degrees 


Trail: 


3.96" (101mm) 


Wheelbase: 


66" (1675mm) 


Engine: 


Air-cooled, High Output 
Twin Cam 103 (103.1"/1690cc), 
rubber-mounted, black powder- 
coated powertrain, chrome covers, 
tank medallion, Engine Idle 
Temperature Management Strategy, 
reduced-width primary 


Compression: 


9.7:1 


Fuel system: 


ESPFI with heated O 2 sensors 


Transmission: 


Six-speed Cruise Drive, Isolated 
Drive System 


Front tire: 


Dunlop Harley-Davidson 
MT130/60B-19" 


Rear tires: 


Dunlop Harley-Davidson 
205/65-15" 


Fuel capacity: 


6.0 gallons (22.7L) 


Oil capacity: 


4.0 quarts (3.8L) 


Shipped weight: 


1,045 pounds (474kg) 


GVWR: 


1,700 pounds (771kg) 


Front brakes: 


Dual fixed six-piston calipers; 
dual 11.81" x 0.20" floating rotors 


Rear brakes: 


Two single 31.75mm piston floating 
calipers; two single 10.66" x 0.25" 
fixed rotors, linked 


Parking brake: 


Foot-actuated, dual 


Exhaust system: 


Slash-down, chrome mufflers 
(3" shorter than current FL mufflers) 


Front forks: 


49mm, telescopic, seven-piece 
nacelle, dual halogen headlight, 
windshield mounting system 
capability 


Rear shocks: 


Air adjustable 


Front wheel: 


Enforcer cast aluminum; 3.50-19" 


Rear wheels: 


Enforcer cast aluminum; 5.50-15" 


Handlebars: 


12" mini-apes, mounted electronic 
reverse control and LED indicator 
light, electronic cruise, throttle 
control 


Colors: 


Vivid Black, Black Quartz, 
Velocity Red Sunglo 


MSRP: 


$25,499, $25,999 



V-ROD 




Length: 


96.1" (2440mm) 


Seat height: 


26.6" (675mm), unladen 


Ground clearance: 


4.5" (115mm) 


Rake: 


34 degrees 


Trail: 


5.6" (142mm) 


Wheelbase: 


67" (1702mm) 


Engine: 


Liquid-cooled, Revolution, 
60-degree V-twin (76.1"/1247cc), 
black powdercoated powertrain, 
dual overhead camshafts, 
four-valve cylinder heads, 
blacked-out covers 


Compression: 


11.5:1 


Fuel system: 


ESPFI with heated O 2 sensors 


Coolant capacity: 


2.5 quarts (2.4L) 


Transmission: 


Five-speed 


Front tire: 


Michelin Scorcher “11” 
radial 120/70ZR-19" 


Rear tire: 


Michelin Scorcher “11” 
radial 240/40R-18" 


Fuel capacity: 


5.0 gallons (18.9L) 


Oil capacity: 


5.0 quarts (4.7L) 


Shipped weight: 


637 pounds (289kg) 


GVWR: 


1,075 pounds (488kg) 


Front brakes: 


Dual Brembo ABS, four-piston 
calipers; dual 11.81" x 0.20" 
one-piece floating rotors 


Rear brake: 


Brembo ABS, four-piston caliper; 
11.81" x 0.28" uniform expansion 
rotor 


Exhaust system: 


Straight shot with brushed finish 
dual mufflers; black end caps and 
exhaust shield 


Front forks: 


Blacked-out, 43mm, inverted 


Rear shocks: 


Preload adjustable, retuned 


Front wheel: 


Black, split, five-spoke cast 
aluminum with pinstripe; 3.00-19" 


Rear wheel: 


Black, split, five-spoke cast 
aluminum with pinstripe; 8.00-18" 


Handlebars: 


Blacked-out pullback 


Colors: 


Vivid Black, Charcoal Denim, Velocity 
Red Sunglo, Olive Gold; optional 
racing stripe on airboxand 
tail section 


MSRP: 


$16,849, $17,199 
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V-ROD 



SPORTSTER 




Length: 94.9" (2410mm) 

Seat height: 27.8" (705mm), unladen 
Ground clearance: 4.1" (105mm) 

Rake: 54 degrees 
Trail: 5.6" (142mm) 

Wheelbase: 67" (1702mm) 

Engine: Liquid-cooled, Revolution, 

60-degree V-twin (76.1"/1247cc), 
platinum powertrain, dual overhead 
camshafts, four-valve cylinder 
heads, polished covers, wide 
angular airbox cover with side covers 
Compression: 11.5:1 

Fuel system: ESPFI with heated O 2 sensors 

Coolant capacity: 2.5 quarts (2.4L) 

Transmission: Five-speed 
Front tire: Michelin Scorcher “11” 

120/70ZR-19" 

Rear tire: Michelin Scorcher “11” 

240/40R-18" 

Fuel capacity: 5.0 gallons (18.9L) 

Oil capacity: 5.0 quarts (4.7L) 

Shipped weight: 640 pounds (290kg) 

GVWR: 1,075 pounds (488kg) 

Front brakes: Dual Brembo ABS, four-piston 
calipers: dual 11.81" x 0.20" 
one-piece floating rotors 
Rear brake: Brembo ABS, four-piston caliper; 
11.81" x 0.28" uniform expansion 
rotor 

Exhaust system: Satin chrome dual side system with 
turn-out mufflers 
Front forks: 45mm, inverted 
Rear shocks: Preload adjustable 
Front wheel: Black, five-spoke cast aluminum, 
machined highlights; 5.00-19" 

Rear wheel: Black, five-spoke cast aluminum, 
machined highlights; 8.00-18" 
Handlebars: Drag bar 

Colors: Vivid Black, Black Denim, Billet Silver 
with Flames, Crushed Ice Pearl 
Deluxe with two-tone panel graphic, 
Velocity Red Sunglowith Flames 

MSRP: $16,449-$16,999 




SUPERLOW 1 200T • 



Length: 


87.6" (2224mm) 


Seat height: 


27.7" (704mm), unladen 


Ground clearance: 


4.2" (107mm) 


Rake: 


51.1 degrees 


Trail: 


5.7" (145mm) 


Wheelbase: 


59.1" (1500mm) 


Engine: 


Air-cooled, Evolution 45-degree 
V-twin (75.4"/1202cc), rubber- 
mounted, black powdercoated 
powertrain, chrome covers 


Compression: 


10:1 


Fuel system: 


ESPFI with O 2 sensors 


Transmission: 


Five-speed 


Front tire: 


Michelin Scorcher “11T” 120/70-18" 


Rear tire: 


Michelin Scorcher “11T” 150/70-17" 


Fuel capacity: 


4.5 gallons (17L) 


Oil capacity: 


2.8 quarts (2.6L) 


Shipped weight: 


575 pounds (260kg) 


GVWR: 


1,002 pounds (455kg) 


Front brake: 


Dual-piston (54mm), fixed caliper; 
11.80" x 0.20" solid uniform expansion 
rotor (500mm), braided stainless 
steel brake lines; optional ABS 


Rear brake: 


Dual-piston, fixed caliper; 

10.24" x 0.28" solid uniform 
expansion rotor, braided stainless 
steel brake lines; optional ABS 


Exhaust system: 


Chrome, staggered, closed loop meet- 
ing worldwide emission standards 


Front forks: 


49mm 


Rear shocks: 


Right-side Twin Tube and left-side 
emulsion with dial adjust 


Front wheel: 


Black/silver, split, five-spoke, cast 
aluminum; 5.50-18" 


Rear wheel: 


Black/silver, split, five-spoke, cast 
aluminum; 4.50-17" 


Handlebars: 


Easy grip, mounted electronic speedo- 
meter, quick-release 14" windshield 


Colors: 


Vivid Black/medium silver pinstrip- 
ing; Black Quartz/Pale Gold pinstrip- 
ing; Velocity Red Sunglo/medium 
red and Pale Gold pinstriping; Deep 
Jade Pearl/Vivid Black, light green 
and Pale Gold pinstriping; Billet 
Silver/Vivid Black, Burgundy/ 
Charcoal Metallic pinstriping; Custom 
colors: Purple Fire/Blackberry Smoke, 
Proper Purple and Charcoal Metallic 
pinstriping; Cosmic Blue Pearl 


MSRP: 


$11,799-$12,499 



SEVENTY-TWO • 


Length: 


89.6" (2275mm) 


Seat height: 


28.5" (724mm), unladen 


Ground clearance: 


5.2" (152mm) 


Rake: 


52.1 degrees 


Trail: 


5.5" (155mm) 


Wheelbase: 


60.6" (1540mm) 


Engine: 


Air-cooled, Evolution 45-degree 
V-twin (75.4"/1202cc), rubber- 
mounted, black powdercoated 
powertrain, chrome covers 


Compression: 


10:1 


Fuel system: 


ESPFI with O 2 sensors 


Transmission: 


Five-speed 


Front tire: 


Dunlop Harley-Davidson MH90-21" 


Rear tire: 


Dunlop Harley-Davidson 150/80B-16" 


Fuel capacity: 


2.1 gallons (7.9L) 


Oil capacity: 


2.8 quarts (2.6L) 


Shipped weight: 


546 pounds (248kg) 


GVWR: 


1,000 pounds (454kg) 


Front brake: 


Dual-piston (54mm), fixed caliper; 
11.80" x 0.20" solid uniform expansion 
rotor (500mm), braided stainless 
steel brake lines; optional ABS 


Rear brake: 


Dual-piston, fixed caliper; 

10.24" x 0.28" solid uniform 
expansion rotor, braided stainless 
steel brake lines; optional ABS 


Exhaust system: 


Chrome, staggered, shorty, closed 
loop meeting worldwide emission 
standards, dual slash-cut mufflers 


Front forks: 


59mm, cartridge dampening 
technology 


Rear shocks: 


Coil-over; preload dual-adjustable, 
emulsion technology with 50mm 
range of preload adjustability, rear 
under-seat adjustment wrench 


Front wheel: 


Chrome, steel laced, custom 
whitewall tires; 2.15-21" 


Rear wheel: 


Chrome, steel laced, custom 
whitewall tires; 5.00-16" 


Handlebars: 


Stainless steel mini-apehanger, 
4" speedometer 


Colors: 


Black Denim, Black Quartz, Charcoal 
Denim; Hard Candy Customs: Hard 
Candy Gold Flake, Hard Candy Black 
Gold Flake 


MSRP: 


$11,099, $11,849 
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Length: 85" (2159mm) 

Seat height: 27.3" (693mm), unladen 
Ground clearance: 3.9" (100mm) 

Rake: 30.2 degrees 
Trail: 5.3" (135mm) 

Wheelbase: 59.3" (1506mm) 

Engine: Air-cooled, Evolution 45-degree 
V-twin (73.4"/1202cc), rubber- 
mounted, blacked-out powertrain, 
polished treatment covers 
Compression: 10:1 
Fuel system: ESPFI with O 2 sensors 
Transmission: Five-speed 

Front tire: Michelin Scorcher “31” 130/90B-16" 
Rear tire: Michelin Scorcher “31” 150/80B-16" 
Fuel capacity: 2.1 gallons (7.9L) 

Oil capacity: 2.8 quarts (2.6L) 

Shipped weight: 538 pounds (244kg) 

GVWR: 1,000 pounds (454kg) 

Front brake: Dual-piston, fixed caliper; 

11.80" x 0.20" floating, solid, uniform 
expansion rotor, braided stainless 
steel brake lines; optional ABS 
Rear brake: Two-piston, fixed caliper; 

10.24" x 0.28" solid, uniform 
expansion rotor, braided stainless 
steel brake lines; optional ABS 
Exhaust system: Chrome, staggered, shorty, closed 
loop meeting worldwide emission 
standards, chrome shields with 
unique cutouts, dual blacked-out 
slash-cut mufflers 

Front forks: 49mm, cartridge dampening 

technology, wide-width triple clamps 
Rear shocks: Variable-rate spring, 36mm piston 
nitrogen gas-charged emulsion, 
thread-style 50mm preload 
adjustability, under-seat rear 
adjustment wrench 

Front wheel: Gloss black, split, nine-spoke, cast 
aluminum, machine highlights; 3.00-16" 
Rear wheel: Gloss black, split, nine-spoke, cast 
aluminum, machine highlights; 3.00-16" 
Handlebars: Drag style, low-rise custom, slammed 
4"speedo integrated into clamp, 
under-bar mounted mirrors 
Colors: Retro-mod tank graphics; Vivid Black, 
Billet Silver, Velocity Red Sunglo, Olive 
Gold; Hard Candy Customs: Hard Candy 
Cancun Blue Flake, Hard Candy Gold Flake 
MSRP: $11,199-$11,649 




Length: 87.6" (2225mm) 

Seat height: 28" (710mm), unladen 
Ground clearance: 4.3" (110mm) 

Rake: 30 degrees 
Trail: 4.2" (107mm) 

Wheelbase: 60.2" (1530mm) 

Engine: Air-cooled, Evolution 45-degree 
V-twin (73.471202a), rubber- 
mounted, black powdercoated 
powertrain, chrome treatment covers 
Compression: 10:1 
Fuel system: ESPFI with O 2 sensors 
Transmission: Five-speed 

Front tire: Michelin Scorcher “31” 130/90B-16" 
Rear tire: Michelin Scorcher “31” 150/80B-16" 
Fuel capacity: 4.5 gallons (17.0L) 

Oil capacity: 2.8 quarts (2.6L) 

Shipped weight: 559 pounds (254kg) 

GVWR: 1,000 pounds (454kg) 

Front brake: Dual-piston, fixed caliper; 11.80" x 0.20" 
solid uniform expansion rotor, braided 
stainless steel brake lines; optional ABS 
Rear brake: Dual-piston, fixed caliper; 

10.24" x 0.28" solid, uniform 
expansion rotor, braided stainless 
steel brake lines; optional ABS 
Exhaust system: Chrome, staggered, closed loop 
meeting worldwide emission 
standards, slash-cut mufflers 
Front forks: 39mm, cartridge dampening 
Rear shocks: Coil-over; preload dual-adjustable, 
emulsion technology with 50mm 
range of preload adjustability, rear 
under-seat adjustment wrench 
Front wheel: Chrome, five-spoke, cast aluminum; 
3.00-16" 

Rear wheel: Chrome, five-spoke, cast aluminum; 
3.00-16" 

Handlebars: Pullback, electronic speedometer 
Colors: Vivid Black/medium silver pinstriping; 
Charcoal Pearl/black pinstriping; 
Superior Blue/blue and medium silver 
pinstriping; Amber Whiskey/Vivid 
Black, medium red and Pale Gold 
pinstriping; Deep Jade Pearl/Vivid 
Black, light green and Pale Gold 
pinstriping; Mysterious Red Sunglo/ 
Velocity Red Sunglo, medium red and 
Pale Gold pinstriping; optional 
H-D1 Factory Customization 
MSRP: $10,899-$11,449 




1 IRON 88: 


1 • 


Length: 


85.8" (2180mm) 


Seat height: 


28.9" (735mm), unladen 


Ground clearance: 


4.3" (110mm) 


Rake: 


30 degrees 


Trail: 


4.6" (117mm) 


Wheelbase: 


59.6" (1515mm) 


Engine: 


Air-cooled, Evolution 45-degree 
V-twin (53.9"/883cc), rubber- 
mounted, black powdercoated 
powertrain, black covers, blacked- 
out stamped air cleaner cover 


Compression: 


9:1 


Fuel system: 


ESPFI with O 2 sensors 


Transmission: 


Five-speed 


Front tire: 


Michelin Scorcher “31” 100/90B-19" 


Rear tire: 


Michelin Scorcher “31” 150/80B-16" 


Fuel capacity: 


3.3 gallons (12.5L) 


Oil capacity: 


2.8 quarts (2.6L) 


Shipped weight: 


540 pounds (245kg) 


GVWR: 


1,000 pounds (454kg) 


Front brake: 


Dual-piston, fixed caliper; 

11.80" x 0.20" floating, solid, uniform 
expansion rotor, braided stainless 
steel brake lines; optional ABS 


Rear brake: 


Dual-piston, fixed caliper; 

10.24" x 0.28" floating, solid, uniform 
expansion rotor, braided stainless 
steel brake lines; optional ABS 


Exhaust system: 


Staggered, shorty, closed loop 
meeting worldwide emission 
standards, dual blacked-out mufflers 
and muffler shields, exhaust header 
shield with bullet-hole design 


Front forks: 


39mm, cartridge dampening 
technology, old-school gaiters 


Rear shocks: 


Coil-over; preload dual-adjustable, 
emulsion technology with 50mm 
range of preload adjustability, rear 
under-seat adjustment wrench 


Front wheel: 


Black, nine-spoke cast aluminum, 
machined highlights; 2.15-19" 


Rear wheel: 


Black, nine-spoke cast aluminum, 
machined highlights; 3.00-16" 


Handlebars: 


Old school, slammed, drag style 
with mounted electronic speedometer 


Colors: 


Eagle and Iron Shield graphics; Black 
Denim, Charcoal Denim, Olive Gold; 
Hard Candy Custom: Hard Candy 
Gold Flake 


MSRP: 


$8,849, $9,299 
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Length: 87.6" (2225mm) 

Seat height: 27.4" (695mm), unladen 
Ground clearance: 3.9" (100mm) 

Rake: 31.1 degrees 
Trail: 5.7" (145mm) 

Wheelbase: 59.1" (1500mm) 

Engine: Air-cooled, Evolution 45-degree 
V-twin (53.9"/883cc), rubber- 
mounted, silver powdercoated 
powertrain, polished treatment covers 
Compression: 9:1 
Fuel system: ESPFI with O 2 sensors 
Transmission: Five-speed 

Front tire: Michelin Scorcher “11F” 120/70-18" 
Rear tire: Michelin Scorcher “11” 150/60-17" 

Fuel capacity: 4.5 gallons (17.0L) 

Oil capacity: 2.8 quarts (2.6L) 

Shipped weight: 537 pounds (244kg) 

GVWR: 1,000 pounds (454kg) 

Front brake: Dual-piston, fixed caliper; 

11.80" x 0.20" solid, uniform 
expansion rotor, braided stainless 
steel brake lines; optional ABS 
Rear brake: Two-piston, fixed caliper; 

10.24" x 0.28" solid, uniform 
expansion rotor, braided stainless 
steel brake lines; optional ABS 
Exhaust system: Chrome, staggered, shorty, closed 
loop meeting worldwide 
emission standards, dual mufflers 
Front forks: 39mm, cartridge dampening 
Rear shocks: Coil-over; threaded preload 

adjustment, emulsion technology 
with 50mm range of preload 
adjustability, longer travel with 
updated tuning, rear under-seat 
adjustment wrench 
Front wheel: Black, split, five-spoke, 
machined rim; 3.50-18" 

Rear wheel: Black, split, five-spoke, 
machined rim; 4.50-17" 

Handlebars: Easy grip, mounted 

electronic speedometer 
Colors: Vivid Black/medium silver pin- 
striping; Superior Blue/blue pin- 
striping; Velocity Red Sunglo / 
medium red pinstriping; Crushed Ice 
Pearl/Frosted Teal Pearl with gray 
pinstriping 

MSRP: $8,499-$9,049 




Length: 87.6" (2225mm) 

Seat height: 28" (710mm), unladen 
Ground clearance: 5.7" (145mm) 

Rake: 32 degrees 
Trail: 4.5" (115mm) 

Wheelbase: 60.4" (1534mm) 

Engine: Liquid-cooled, Revolution X, 
60-degree V-twin (46"/749cc), 
blacked-out powertrain, 
four-valve cylinder heads, 
low-maintenance belt drive; 
blacked-out covers, highlighted fins, 
hot coolant indicator light 
Compression: 11:1 

Fuel system: Mikuni single port fuel injection, 
38mm bore 

Coolant capacity: 1.4 quarts (1.3L) 

Transmission: Six-speed constant mesh spur gear 
Front tire: Michelin Scorcher “11F” 
bias 100/80R-17" 

Rear tire: Michelin Scorcher “11” 
radial 140/75R-15" 

Fuel capacity: 3.5 gallons (13.1L) 

Oil capacity: 3.3 quarts (3.1L) 

Shipped weight: 455 pounds (206kg) 

GVWR: 950 pounds (431kg) 

Front brake: Floating two-piston caliper; 

11.80" x 0.24" uniform expansion 
rotor 

Rear brake: Floating two-piston caliper; 

11.80" x 0.24" uniform expansion rotor 
Brake/clutch levers: Wider, ergonomic 
Exhaust system: Black, 2-into-1, upswept 
Front forks: Blacked-out, 37mm, telescopic, 
nonadjustable, triple-rate springs, 
black fork gators and lowers 
Rear shocks: Twin tubular, externally mounted, 
preload adjustment only, triple-rate 
springs 

Front wheel: Black, narrow, seven-spoke, cast 

aluminum, machined rim highlights; 

2.50- 17" 

Rear wheel: Black, narrow, seven-spoke, cast 

aluminum, machined rim highlights; 

3.50- 15" 

Handlebars: Black, pullback with easy and broad 
lock-to-lock sweep with mounted 
3.5" electronic speedometer 
Colors: Vivid Black, Black Denim, Superior 
Blue, Velocity Red Sunglo 
MSRP: $7,549, $7,844 



Length: 


87.6" (2225mm) 


Seat height: 


28" (710mm), unladen 


Ground clearance: 


5.7" (145mm) 


Rake: 


32 degrees 


Trail: 


4.5" (115mm) 


Wheelbase: 


60.4" (1534mm) 


Engine: 


Liquid-cooled, Revolution X, 
60-degree V-twin (30"/494cc), 
blacked-out powertrain, four-valve 
cylinder heads, low-maintenance 
belt drive; blacked-out covers, hot 
coolant indicator light 


Compression: 


11:1 


Fuel system: 


Mikuni single port fuel injection, 
35mm bore 


Coolant capacity: 


1.4 quarts (1.3L) 


Transmission: 


Six-speed constant mesh spur gear 


Front tire: 


Michelin Scorcher “11F” 
bias 100/80R-17" 


Rear tire: 


Michelin Scorcher “11” 
radial 140/75R-15" 


Fuel capacity: 


3.5 gallons (13.1L) 


Oil capacity: 


3.3 quarts (3.1L) 


Shipped weight: 


455 pounds (206kg) 


GVWR: 


950 pounds (431kg) 


Front brake: 


Floating two-piston caliper; 
11.80" x 0.24" uniform expansion 
rotor 


Rear brake: 


Floating two-piston caliper; 
11.80" x 0.24" uniform expansion 
rotor 


Brake/dutch levers: 


Wider, ergonomic 


Exhaust system: 


Black, 2-into-1, upswept 


Front forks: 


Blacked-out, 37mm, telescopic, 
nonadjustable, triple-rate springs, 
black fork gators, black lowers 


Rear shocks: 


Twin tubular, externally 
mounted, preload adjustment only, 
triple-rate springs 


Front wheel: 


Black, narrow, seven-spoke, cast 
aluminum; 2.50-17" 


Rear wheel: 


Black, narrow, seven-spoke, cast 
aluminum; 3.50-15" 


Handlebars: 


Black, pullback with easy and broad 
lock-to-lock sweep with mounted 
3.5" electronic speedometer 


Colors: 


Vivid Black, Black Denim, Superior 
Blue, Velocity Red Sunglo 


MSRP: 


$6,849, $7,144 

continued on page 109 
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TECH • intro by Tyler Greenblatt • captions and photos by Chris Maida 



PROGRESSIVE 

MONOTUBES 

Lower ride, better performance, and ohinier looko for a 2005 Electra Glide 



fMotorcvde 

BAGGER 



H arley- davidson's electra glide family of 
motorcycles isn't exactly easy to control for 
short-inseamed riders. Electra Glides are tall 
and top-heavy but great for long stretches of 
highway. However, they can also be a bear to 
control if you can't flat-foot them at stops. Rest assured, that 
doesn't mean you're relegated to smaller bikes in the H-D 
fleet. You just have to make your Electra Glide fit your 
needs so you can be rewarded with the ultimate touring 
pleasures these big cruisers offer. 

The easiest and best way to do that is to simply lower the 
bike's suspension by installing lower fork springs and rear 
shocks. You get the same long-haul abilities as stock, but 
with the added bonus of being able to safely and comfortably 
manage the bike at stops and low-speed maneuvers. In the 
past, lowering a bike had a negative effect on handling, but, 
fortunately, that's not the case anymore. In fact, on our 2005 
Electra Glide we'll be improving the handling while also 
lowering it 1 11 by using Progressive Suspension's monotube 
lowered cartridge and spring kit (#31-2501/$439.95). Pro- 
gressive's monotube system utilizes the same gas-charged 
damping system found in today's most advanced sportbikes. 




1 Here’s our 2005 Electra Glide up on Jesse’s lift with 
the outer fairing and entire front end removed. 

The stock cowbells are also removed. The brake 
calipers are still attached to their lines and secured 
out of the way. 




After using a JIMS fork cap socket (#2043) to 
remove the top nut from the cartridge (left) fork 
tube, Jesse uses that socket and a 14mm wrench 
to remove the nut from the cartridge. 




TOOLS NEEDED 



• Vise 

• Blue Loctite 

• 6mm Allen (long) 

• 14mm wrench 

• 14mm socket (deep) 

• 3/8” socket 

• Flat-bladed screwdriver (small) 

• Flat-bladed screwdriver 

• Torque wrench (ft-lbs.) 

• Fork cap socket 

• Fork spring compressing tool 

• 41mm fork seal driver 

• Fork tube holder ■ 




3 After placing H-D’s fork spring compressing 
tool (#HD-45966) in a vise, and the position- 
ing the fork leg in the tool, Jesse uses a 14mm 
deep socket to remove the cartridge nut from 
the stem. 



78 • American Iron Magazine • Issue #331 



AIMag.com 






Horns work on any 12Volt system. Easy internet ordering. Fast shipping. On demand 
Compressor. Removable back for easy cleaning. Show chrome or black. Anti-vibration 
installation. Sound on website. Dealers welcome. Technical tips on website. Single 
source air manifold. Ultra install for bikes w/fairing lowers. Newly redesigned sound unit, 
more air = more sound. 



howardshorns. com 

Howard's Hug HOrns 



Thanks for looking! 
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Superior materials 
There is a difference 



KUSTOMBAGGERS.COM 



AIMag.com 



Issue #331 • American Iron Magazine • 79 






After removing the fork tube from the tool, Jesse 
uses a long 6mm Allen to remove the bottom 
bolt from the lower leg, which releases the rest 
of the suspension internals. 




pulls the fork tube up repeatedly until the old 
seal pops out of the lower leg. 




B Jesse uses a small flat-bladed screwdriver to 
spread the old fork tube bushing, so he can 
remove it, as well as the collar and washer 
behind it. He then installs new versions of 
these parts. 




7 Since we’re dropping the front end 1", Jesse 
installs three of the Progressive-supplied 
C-shaped preload spacers between the top of 
the fork spring and the upper spring seat on 
each monotube. 




8 Jesse then slips one of the long top-out springs 
onto the bottom of each of the monotube 
cartridges for a 1" lower installation. 





other fork tube assembly will reuse the stock 
bottom cup. 




Jesse slips the new Progressive monotube 
assembly into the chromed lower leg. 




monotube to the lower leg using a 6mm long 
Allen and a little red Loctite. He torques the 
bolt to 11-18 ft-lbs. 
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and wiping lube on the fork tube and seal, 
Jesse sends the rebuild kit’s new lower leg 
seal into the lower leg. 




M With the rebuild kit’s new retaining clip and 
5 ounces of 10W fork oil in the tube, Jesse 
secures the tube in a holder and threads in 
the monotube nut using the JIMS socket 
(#2043). He torques the nut to 22-58 ft-lbs. 




With the right fork tube in a holder 
(#HD-41177), Jesse uses a long 6mm Allen to 
remove the bottom bolt and the JIMS socket 



to remove the top nut, which is in under 
pressure from the fork spring. 




Jesse can now pull the spring and internal 
dampener from the fork tube, as well as 
remove the lower leg. We’re only reusing 
the stock bottom cup, but you may also be 
reusing the lower leg. 





After installing the new Progressive mono- 
tube as he did for the left fork assembly, Jesse 
installs the new chromed cowbells using the 
stock hardware, blue Loctite, and a 3/8" 
socket. 





Jesse can now slip the rebuilt and upgraded 
fork tubes assemblies back into the stock 
triple trees. He holds them in place by 
threading in the new Progressive top nut with 
his fingers. 




Using a 1" wrench on a Motion Pro top nut 
socket (#MP08-0139), Jesse torques the 
top nut on both fork tube assemblies to 
50-60 ft-lbs. 




Jesse then torques the stock lower triple 
tree pinch bolt for both fork tube assem- 
blies to 30-35 ft-lbs. using a 5/8" socket. 





Here’s the finished chromed and upgraded 
front end. And, yes, it rides even better that 
it looks! 
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This monotube system offers improved 
front brake dive resistance, front end 
stability, cornering, bottoming control, 
and overall comfort. 

While the front end is apart, it's also 
a good time to do any aesthetic work 
youVe been thinking about doing to 
your bagger. First, we sent the bikes 
stock lower legs to Meclec Metal Fin- 
ishing m Fresno, California, for a dose 
of the shiny stuff. Meclec offers all sorts 
of finishing services, including polish- 
ing, nickel plating, powdercoating, and 
chroming, and we Ve been happy with 
its work for years. 

Also in the chrome department, 
we're installing a pair of Harley- 
Davidson chrome upper fork slider 
covers, also called cowbells (#45963- 
97/$79.95). They mate up nicely with 
the Meclec-chromed fork lowers for a 
new and improved front end look. To 
piece the whole thing back together, 
were also using a H-D front end 
rebuild kit. 

Flandhng this install for us is service 
technician Jesse Dietz at Bayside 
Harley-Davidson in Portsmouth, Vir- 
ginia. If you want to attempt this proj- 
ect at home and don't have some of the 
heavy-duty tools required, you can take 
your left-cartridge fork to the staff at 
your local Flarley dealer and have them 
disassemble it for you. Even though 
we're installing new chrome lower legs 
and cowbells, the process is the same if 
you're reusing the stock lower legs and 
cowbells. Also, stay tuned for the com- 
plete install of a set of lowered rear 
shocks, so you can see the full benefits 
of a lowered ride. But for now, follow 
along with the photos and captions as 
Jesse takes us step by step through in- 
stalling a set of Progressive monotube 
cartridges and chrome components on 
our 2005 Electra Glide's front forks. 
AIM 
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BAYSIDE HARLEY-DAVIDSON 

757/397-5550 

BaysideHD.com 
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559/797-0101 

Meclec.com 

PROGRESSIVE SUSPENSION 
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TECH • intro by Buzz Kantor • photos by Chris Maida 



WIN THIS BIKE! 

Checking out our SoftaiL Springer C laddie 




1 Here’s our Softail 
Springer Classic in 
front of Woodstock 
Harley-Davidson 
with parts manager 
Greg Platkin right 
after we took the 
bike off the American 
Iron truck. 



T here aren't many people around who saw 
the first sanctioned motorcycle races in Daytona 
Beach back on January 24, 1937. The 3.2-mile 
course was just south of Daytona Beach. It ran 
roughly 1-1/2 miles up the beach, into a hard left 
on the banked sand, and then 1-1/2 miles back down the 
paved road before banking left back onto the sand. 

As we prepare for the 75th running of the Daytona 200, 
we can only imagine what it must have been like for Ed 
“Iron Man" Kretz, the first winner of the Daytona 200, 
averaging 73.34 mph on an Indian Scout motorcycle. But 
we do know there were thousands or possibly tens of thou- 
sands of motorcycles there for those riders lucky enough to 
see the first “handlebar derby." 

In case you did the math and realized 1937 is more than 
75 years ago, please note the Daytona 200 races were 
suspended in 1942 and did not resume until February 1947 
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HOW TO ENTER 

SO HOW DO YOU GET A TICKET 

to win this year’s Harley-Davidson 
Softail Springer Classic? The 
best and quickest way is to enter 
online at OfficialBikeWeek.com 
with your Visa, MasterCard, or 
American Express card. Not into 
computers, then mail your name, 
address, telephone number, the 
number of tickets you want, and 
a check for the correct amount 
($50 per ticket) to the Daytona 
Beach Community Foundation, 
PO Box 2676, Dept. AIM, 

Daytona Beach, FL 32115-2676. 
Got questions? Then call the 
foundation at 386/255-0981. 

The drawing will be held at 
noon on Saturday, March 12, on 
the main stage in Riverfront Park 
on the corner of Beach and Main 
streets in Downtown Daytona 
Beach. Only 4,500 tickets will be 
printed, so don’t delay. As al- 
ways, you don’t have to be pres- 
ent to win, only your entry does. 
Good luck! ■ 




2 



Once inside the dealership, it was time for 
Glen Helsley, one of Woodstock’s service 
technicians, to check out the Softail and do 
some basic servicing. 
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Dyna Top 
Stabilizer Link 

Reduces engine 
vibration and aligns 
the power train 





THE ONLYTHING YOU SHOULD LEAVE BEHIND 

Ik IS RUBBED I 



3T 



iiTOPS FASTENERS 

FROM loosen INC 



YOUR SCREWS & BOLTS DOWN 
WITH VIBRA-TITE VC-3 THREADMATE 



NOT your typical threadlocker 

Adjustable • Removeable t 

For application instructions go to vc3.vibratite.com 










3 The first order of business is to bring the 
engine up to operating temperature and change 
the oil and filter. 





5 



Glen then checks the condition of the tires and 
40-spoke wheels. Though the tires are in great 
shape and only a few spokes are a little loose on 
the wheels, we’re going to replace them with 
brand-new wheels and tires. 





7 We can’t change the oil in the engine and leave 
the old stuff in the tranny and primary! 




^ New spark plugs are another item on the list. 




While the plugs are out, Glen also checks the 
engine’s compression. All’s good here, as well. 




m The brakes are all in great shape, too, but 
we’re going to install all new brake pads front 
and rear, as well new rotors. 




A minor clutch cable adjustment is all the clutch 
needs. 
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due to World War II. To celebrate the 
75th running of the Daytona 200, 
American Iron Magazine has partnered 
with the Daytona Chamber of 
Commerce, Woodstock Harley- 
Davidson, and other partners to build 
a modern version of the motorcycles 
ridden to the races in those early years. 
Like today, mildly customized Harleys 
were all the rage back then, so follow 
along as we take a low-mileage 2006 
Harley- Davidson Softail Springer 
Classic and customize it to reflect late 
1930s/40s styles. 

We want the finished machine to 
look and feel as much as possible like a 
bike you might have seen parked at the 
races back then, but offer modern day 
functions like electric start, full suspen- 
sion, 12- volt electrics, and disc brakes. 
Working with several antique motor- 
cycle enthusiasts and parts suppliers, I 
led the main design concept team with 
fellow Motorcycle Cannonball rider 
and antique motorcycle enthusiast Bill 
Nugent. Bill and I have been friends 
for years, so when I first approached 
Bill, who is the owner of Woodstock 
Harley- Davidson where we are doing 
the build, about the concept he agreed 
immediately that it was a great idea. 
Now the challenge is how best to blend 
the modern technology and depend- 
ability of this Twin Cam Softail 
Springer Classic with a 1930s/40s look 
and feel. Follow along as we customize 
this machine and see what and how we 
transform this modern Softail into our 
version of a time machine that will be 
raffled off by the Daytona Chamber of 
Commerce at Bike Week in March. 

Before we start tearing into it or 
bolting on parts, the first thing we need 
to do with a used motorcycle, even a 
nice, low-mileage one like this, is have 
a qualified Harley mechanic go 
through it and make sure it s properly 
serviced and functioning as expected. 
To do that, we trucked the bike to 
Woodstock Harley- Davidson in up- 
state New York and asked service 
technician Glen Helsley to give the 
bike a checkup. AIM 
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WOODSTOCK HARLEY- 
DAVIDSON 

949 State Road 28 
Kingston, NY 12401 
845/338-2800 
WoodstockHarley.com 
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FAT BOY UPGRADES 

Part V: installing a H-D 7 " Day maker Reflector LED headlight and 7 " headlight trim ring 



1 Our opening shot 
shows the new H-D 
Freight Train nacelle 
kit that we installed 
in the last issue on 
our 2015 Fat Boy and 
the stock headlight 
assembly reinstalled. 



L ast month, we completely updated our 

2015 Fat Boy test bikes look simply by chang- 
ing out the front nacelle. The classic, 1950s-style 
chrome nacelle the bike comes with looks great, 
no doubt, but we think its new modern Freight 
Train nacelle goes better with the Fat Boys muscular stance, 
as well as adding a touch of uniqueness to the bike. 

We basically gave the bike's style a one-decade jump 
from the 1950s to the '60s, but this month, we're bringing 
the Fat Boy right up to the present day, with a 7" Daymaker 
Reflector LED headlight (#67700173/$424.95) from 
Harley-Davidson. If you've ever had the opportunity to ride 
a motorcycle with an LED headlight, then you already 
know how big a difference this incredible piece of technol- 
ogy makes. The bright, white beam shines light farther than 
the stock halogen, while at the same time, providing wider 
coverage so you can actually see what's on the side of the 
road. The LEDs not only make eveiythmg easier to see, 
including reflective equipment on roads, bicycles, and 
pedestrians, but they make you much easier to see to 
oncoming and side-approaching traffic. 




Harley's Daymaker Reflector is split 
in two halves, the top half for low 
beam and the bottom half for high 
beam. To provide the maximum 
amount of vision, the low beam stays 
on when the high beam is in use so you 
can not only see farther down the road, 
but you can see just as much right in 
front of you. LEDs are perfect for use 
on a motorcycle, as they're not affected 
by vibration and run cool and draw a 
much smaller amount of amperage. 

And LEDs last a long, long time. I 
don't want to say forever, but let's just 
say when your bike gets handed down 
to your great grandkids, they might 
want to replace the LED. The point is, 
you don't have to worry about busting 

TOOLS NEEDED 



• Electric tape 

• Phillips screwdriver (#2) 

• Wire cutters ■ 




2 



Using a #2 Phillips screwdriver, remove the 
headlight trim ring screw. Then lift the bottom of 
the trim ring from the headlight housing and lift 
the entire ring up and off the tab on the top. 
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INDEPENDENT 

SUSPENSION: 

A smoother ride for the long haul 

For 3D years. Champion/Lehman has 

been the leader of the three world. 

Ride with the Leader 



Toll Free 800-875-0949 
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Take your bike. Ditch the straps. 



Your motorcycle becomes an extension of 
your trailer. Now, the trailer's shocks are 
absorbing the impact of the road instead of 
your bike's shocks. Less bouncing means a 
safer ride and no stopping to retighten straps 

Get ready to enjoy the convenience. 




Mounting pfates bolt 
to trailer allowing for 
easy removal 



6 ^ 



Scan. 

with 

phene. 

watch 

video. 



Temporarily clamp 
Biker Bar onto frame 



Ride into the latches 



Your bike is secure 







3 Using a #2 Phillips screwdriver, remove the 
three retaining ring screws, so you can remove 
the retaining ring, but hold onto the headlight! 
The retaining ring will be reused, so set it aside 
for now. 





You can now unplug the stock headlight from its 
three-prong harness. The headlight will not be 
reused. 




5 



Using a #2 Phillips screwdriver, remove the eight 
screws and their flat washers that hold the stock 
headlight bucket assembly to the nacelle. 




B After removing the old headlight bucket 
assembly, install the new bucket assembly in 
the same way as the original, using the same 
hardware and #2 Phillips screwdriver. 




7 The blue position lamp connector (arrow) is not 
used on domestic models, so wire-tie it to the 
new LED headlight harness and put a strip of 
electric tape over its opening. 




8 You can now plug the new 7" Daymaker 
Reflector LED headlight into the stock three- 
prong harness. Wire-tie the excess wire and cut 
off the wire-tie’s tail. Then test the headlight. 





Using a #2 Phillips screwdriver, reinstall the 
stock retaining ring using the three new 
retaining ring screws while holding the 
headlight in its bucket assembly. 




m Now check the headlight alignment as per the 
Daymaker kit’s instructions and adjust if 
needed. 





Reinstall the stock trim ring, noting that the 
clip (A) on the ring goes into the slot (B) at the 
top of the bucket. Reuse the stock screw, but 
leave it a little loose so there’s a slight gap 
around the trim ring. 
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a halogen bulb one night in the middle 
of nowhere and having to either blind 
people with your high beam or limit 
your vision to 30' with the low beam, if 
you're lucky. 

Since it's a Harley part, the Day- 
maker Reflector headlight plugs in eas- 
ily, is entirely self contained, and uses 
the same install procedure as the stock 
headlight. To further improve the look 
of the front end of our Fat Boy, we're 
installing H-D's Headlight Trim Ring 
(#69627-99/$37.95). This accessoiy 
trim ring extends forward of the head- 
light, giving it a clean, frenched-in 
look, installing easily over the Freight 
Tram nacelle's trim ring. 

About 30 minutes and a couple of 
basic tools are all it takes to make a 
huge functional and aesthetic improve- 
ment to your Harley- Davidson. Hav- 
ing spent lots of time riding at night 
with this headlight, you'll wonder how 
you ever rode without it! Take a look 
at the accompanying photos and cap- 
tions for the step-by-step install of the 
7" Daymaker Reflector LED headlight 
on our 2015 Fat Boy. 





Spread the new custom trim ring around the 
stock trim ring so its rear edge goes between 
the stock trim ring and headlight nacelle. 





Secure the new custom trim ring using the 
supplied screw and nut and #2 Phillips 
screwdriver. 




14 Here’s how the finished job looks! AIM 
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HOG HELPLINE 

LIGHT LOAD RATTLE 



Is your 110" motor 
noisier than your 
buddy’s 103"? Contrary 
to what some believe, 
the noises aren’t 
necessarily coming from 
the lifters. You’re 
running some big 
pistons in the 110s and 
the noise you hear may 
just bewhatH-D calls 
light load rattle. 



My 2010 CVO Street Glide with the 110" motor is a 

• great bike, but its always been noisy. I’ve heard all 
kinds of stories about the lifters going out on the 110s. My 
bike has 16,000 miles on it and has just come off the original 
Extended Service Plan. I know that's low mileage, but I 
have a couple of other bikes, too! The lifters have been and 
still are very noisy especially in the 2800-3000 rpm range. 
Should I replace them with S&S premium lifters or just ride 
it? Also, have you seen a higher than normal instance of 
lifter failures on these bikes? 

DENNIS GARNER 

Dennis, your 110 is probably noisier than some of 

• the 103s. The noises aren’t necessarily coming 
from the lifters though. As you know, your bike runs an 
air-cooled, pushrod-equipped Twin Cam engine. This 
means there are a lot of moving parts banging against 
each other inside the engine with no water jacket around 




To submit a question to our H-D-certified mechanic, who has been working in dealerships 
for over 20 years, send in as much info about the problem and bike as possible to Hog Helpline, c/o Ameri- 
can Iron Magazine, 1010 Summer Street, Stamford, CT 06905, or e-mail ChrisM(g)AmericanlronMag.com. 
Sorry, but due to volume, we cannot respond to requests for personal replies or to all letters. 



them to dampen the noises. Valve- 
train noise is normal on all Harleys 
and some are noisier than others. 

In addition to all that, you’re run- 
ning some big pistons in the 110s. 
Since 2006, in order to make these 
Twin Cam engines bigger, the bore 
was increased. Because the stroke 
stayed the same, the skirt length 
could not be increased as the bore 
grew. Now, in your long stroke 
Harley engine, the piston will rock 
more in the bore and tend to make 
more noise. This light load rattle, as 
H-D calls it, will happen right in the 
rpm range you mention. This is not 
detrimental to the operation or life of 
the engine. You can verify the condi- 
tion by running the engine at the rpm 
where the noise comes in. Now vary 
the throttle position slightly to 
change the load on the engine. You 
should notice the rattle all but disap- 
pear until the engine settles in to a 
light load cruise at another speed. 

A couple of years ago, I had a cus- 
tomer insist his engine had a prob- 
lem. After a complete disassembly 
and inspection, the only issue I found 
was the piston fit was at the higher 
end of the service wear limit but still 
in spec. After pleading my case to 
Harley Tech, H-D agreed to cover 
the cost of a set of cylinders and pis- 
tons, but the rep assured me the rat- 
tle would still be there. He was right. 
Bike sounded exactly the same. The 
customer was happy that, even 
though the engine still rattled, he was 
assured there was nothing wrong 
with the bike, and he’s still riding it 
today. 

As far as the lifters are concerned, 
I’ve also seen a few failures but 
compared to the number of bikes out 
there, not enough to worry about. I 
would be more concerned about a 
bad lifter if the noise was more 
consistent than you’re describing, 
especially at higher rpm. AIM 
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SNAPS • compiled by Tyler Greenblatt 



TWISTED TRAILZ I We scour the 
back roads of a different state or 
province every year. This year, we rode 
through Arizona with Twisted Trailz 
Excursions. Having always traveled 
with my wife, Karen, and not with a 
group, we weren't sure what to expect. 
We ended up with a dozen of the nicest 
riders a person could ever meet. We 
traveled in Arizona through Sedona, 
Jerome, the South Rim of the Grand 
Canyon, Winslow (remember Take It 
Eady by the Eagles?), Tombstone, and 
Old Tucson, where Western movies 
were made. Riding with this group 
made me think we'd graduated from 
the same school, and this was a class 
reunion. Another thing that was spe- 
cial: Chris Maida was on vacation and 
happened to be riding with us. The 
man knows what he's talking about 
when he talks bikes ! 

DENNY AND KAREN LINDEMOEN 
Bloomington, MN 




Got a bike you think belongs here? If so, send a few high-resolution (300 dpi at 8" x 8" minimum) images to Letters@AmericanlronMag.com or American Iron Magazine, 1010 Summer Street, Stamford, CT 06905. 
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UNTIL YOU 



TWISTED TRAILZ If We really enjoyed 
the Awesome Arizona bike trip with Twisted 
Trailz on our Indians. 

DAVE AND COLEEN BUCHINSKY 

Via Internet 



POWER VISION 



THE JOB IS 

unT nnuc 



YOUR TUNE 



WATCH THE VIDEOS AND GET INFORMED 

WWW.FLASHYOURHARLEY.COM 
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SNAPS 



TWISTED TRAILZ III What a wonderful motorcycle trip ! We 
couldn't have asked for a better group of people to experience 
this with in Arizona. Chris, it was a pleasure getting to meet and 
ride with you. Lori's bike is the 2011 CVO Softail Convertible 
and mine is the 2013 CVO Road Glide Custom. 

FRANK AND LORI FERRACANE 
Via Internet 





Complete Trike Kits for Harley-Davidson Motorcycles 





Straight-forward package pricing. 
Excellent customer service. 
Ships in 5 days or less. 
Simple installation. 



www.frankensteintrikes.com 



-6788 



TWISTED TRAILZ IV 

Heres my pride and joy: my 
2011 CVO Road Glide, 
which screams great design 
and function. I love riding 
it, especially on those long 
hauls. I’m looking forward 
to riding to Florida from 
New Jersey this summer. 
Chris, I had a great time 
with you on the Awesome 
Arizona tour with Ron and 
Elaine Booth of Twisted 
Trailz out of Phoenix. I’m 
signing up to do another 
tour with Twisted Trailz 
next year, either to New 
IMexico or Colorado. 

STEVE RASSLER 
Via Internet 





Custom Ho-Weld Mounting Hardware 
Adjustable Comfort-Designed Suspension 
Remove and Re-Attach in 15 Minutes 
Handcrafted Upholstered Interior 
Factory & Custom Color Matching Available 
No Specially Toots Required 



Toll Free 800-875-0949 
www.championsiiiecar5.com 
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TWISTED TRAILZ V What can we say? For 
76- and 79-year-olds from Illinois celebrating 
their 50th wedding anniversary, riding with 
Twisted Trailz was the best vacation ever! After 
riding the first two days through rain, sleet, 
snow, and an earthquake — the first Sedona has 
ever experienced, by the way — even that was 
fun! From thereafter, the weather was beautiful, 
the sights we saw were outstanding, and the 
group we were with was harmonious and so 
much fun! Let s see any other group of 15 — or 
even 16 with Bill, our driver — accomplish that. 
We still all communicate and are looking for- 
ward to future trips. 

We celebrated our 50th at Big Nose Kate's 
Saloon with a lighted cupcake, a big kiss, and 
karaoke music. It couldn't have been better. 
Thanks, Ron and Elame! We're looking forward 
to seeing some of you at Biktoberfest in Daytona. 
If you're traveling and you see these two — young 
at heart, spirit, and body — cruising along at 75 
mph on their Harley Trike, give us a beep and 
wave! No tickets, please. 

BOB AND CAROLYN WILSON 
Paris , !L 
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HARLEY-DAVIDSON • HONDA • VICTORY 
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TWISTED TRAILZ VI I m on my 

third Harley (pictured here) . My wife, 
Laura, and I were heading back to San 
Francisco from Lake Tahoe, geared up 
for light rain. My bike is a 2008 Ultra 
Classic Electra Glide Anniversary Edi- 
tion. IVe punched up the engine to a 
103, added pipes, air cleaner, installed 
high-intensity lights, and strapped on a 
Bagger-Brace to stabilize high-speed 
cornering. Heated grips were added, 
too. No, I'm not a wimp. This is my 
first bike with a windshield. So, IVe 
paid my dues. 

ALLAN MCCARTHY 

Via Internet 

AIM 
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TWINCAM 
CNC HEAD 
PORTING 



'S CYCLE SHOP 

earn 



CYLINDER 8 HEAD REMANUFACTURING • SHOVELHEAD 8 4 SPEED EXPERTS • ENGINE REBUILDING & SNIPPING 
LOWER END SERVICES • DYNO TUNING 8 MAPS CALL 63M24-1235 • WWW.ROSASCYCLE.COM 
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T^ie HD WINDS? 

** ' * If*Vf la Uau ILJithil Hate IW 

GIFT IDEAS! 

LED Headlight Bulb 
H8, H9, HI i, Ht6 

FLHX 1 4-qn 
VUSC V Knd 
sc r 



The Hoi 
Set Up! 

l-jttcmitrd Ikvd 

* Turn S ignal* 

* Spoflighw 

* Light Bar 

* lamps 





Tftfr'orijju %cdt m tin# 19%. 

► Illuminator Modules 

► Intensifier Modules 

► Isolator Modules 

► Load Equalizers 




► Self Canceling Modules 

► Illuminator PROIII Modules 

► Red Lens Kits 

► American V-Twin & Metric 

► Custom - OEM - Private Label 

www. ba dtandsmotorcycteproduc ts. com 



WIDGETS • Compiled by Staff 




Stocking Rack 

The perfect gift for the shop, garage, 
office, kitchen, or wherever, these cus- 
tom bagger key racks make for a great 
conversation piece and a way to keep 
tabs on your keys and doodads. Manu- 
factured in the US, the racks are laser- 
cut from 16-gauge steel. The rack 
comes in a gloss black powdercoated 
finish, or you can paint it to match 
your motorcycle. The bikes are fully 
detailed right down to the bars, pipes, 
fairing, five-spoke wheels, and bags. 
The racks measure 13" x 7-1/2" and 



have screw holes predrilled for quick 
and easy mounting. $24.95. 

Info: Cool Key Racks, 714/680-6737, 
CoolKey Racks . com . 



It’s Turbo Time 

Turbospoke — The Bicycle Exhaust 
System is a toy and a standalone bike 
accessoiy that attaches to a kid's (or 
adult's) bike, making it look and sound 
like a motorcycle ! Turbospoke creates 



realistic engine sounds using three dif- 
ferent cards and a megaphone exhaust 
pipe. Made entirely from plastic, it's to- 
tally waterproof, and it doesn't use any 
batteries or electronics. $21.99. Info: 
Turbospoke, 888/887-2670, 
Turbospoke.com. AIM 





All claims and specifications are those of the manufacturers. Submissions are welcome and should include a color digital (300 dpi jpeg) 
image, detailed description, and suggested retail price. Send submissions to Widgets, American Iron Magazine, 1010 Summer Street, 
Stamford, CT 06905, or Widgets@AmericanlronMag.com. 





IS YOUR DOT SKINTIGHT? 
F*6K HELMET LAWS & MUSHROOM HEADS 



100% MONEY SACK GUARANTEE 

866-334-3563 

BADASSHELMET.COM 
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NAMZ Custom Cycle Products, Inc. 



* Electrical Connectors 

* Complete Wiring Harnesses 

* EFt & Ignition Harnesses 

* Handlebar Extensions 

^ Throttle- by- Wire Harnesses 

* Braided Hoses & Clamps 
^ Plug-n-Play Headlights 

Tools & Installation Supplies 
^ American V-Twin & Metric ' A 
* * [Custom - OEM - Private Label 
flBj 
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INDEPENDENT 

SUSPENSION: 

A smoother ride for the long haul 

For 30 years. Champ ion/Lehman has 
been the leader of the three world. 

Ride with the Leader 



iS 



LEK/77R/V 

TRIKES 



Leader of the Three World' 



Toll Free 888-394-3357 
www.tehmantrikes.com 
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fexf by 

jim babchak 

photos by 

mark velazquez 
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1936 H-D VL 





I T WAS A BUSY YEAR FOR HARLEY- DAVID SON IN 1936, 
proving to be a tipping point in the factory's long and 
storied history. Whats a tipping point? 

Perhaps the phrase tipping point is best described by 
noted author and lecturer Malcolm Gladwell who wrote 
a book in 2000 entitled The Tipping Point: How Little 
T bingo Can Make a Big Difference. Malcolm defines a tipping 
point as “the moment of critical mass, the threshold, the 
boiling point.’’ I offer that, although Malcolm’s theory 
wasn't fully known at the time, 1936 was a tipping point for 
Harley- Davidson, with the introduction of the E model, a 
bike powered by an overhead- valve engine called the 
Knucklehead. While Harley’s remain- 
ing competitors in the US market of- 
fered motorcycles powered by aging 
flathead engines, the new E model 
upped the game in terms of perform- 
ance for American-made motorcycles. 

By doing so, Harley differentiated it- 
self from all other American motorcy- 
cle manufacturers once and for all. 

As you know, the mid-1950s were a 
difficult time in America. The Great 
Depression still gripped the nation, 
and sales of cars, motorcycles, homes, 
and other big-ticket items were slow. It 
wasn’t the most opportune time to roll 
out a new design, but desperate times 
call for desperate measures. And so for 
1936, Harley’s new OHV Knuckle- 
head joined the popular side- valve 
(flathead) VL series, a model that was 
originally added to the lineup in ’30. 

VLs were offered with either 74" or 
80" displacement engines, the latter 
going by the VLH designation. Back 
then it was important (as it is now) for 
the factoiy to offer something new 
alongside its tried-and-tested ma- 
chines, so the VL remained m the 
lineup for ’36. The strategy paid off, 
and both machines enjoyed successful 
sales figures that year. Harley contin- 
ued manufacturing the OHV Knuckle- 

Bill purchased the 

IVL on a tip over 
the Internet from a 
woman in Colorado. 

The bike was a classic 
basket case in need 
of everything. 



head through ’47, while the VL was eventually replaced by 
the UL series in '37. That flathead design lasted until '48. 
(Yes, I know the books say 1947, but my buddy Al Periy 
had a factoiy-issued '48 UL that he rode for many years.) 

Our featured classic bike is a 1936 VL owned by Bill 
Reese. Its flathead engine displaces 74", and as you can see, 
the bike is a stunner. Bill owns Over The Hill Vintage 
Restoration and Labrication in Tavares, Llorida, so as you 
might guess, his shop did the restoration. Bill purchased the 
VL on a tip over the Internet from a woman in Colorado. 
The bike was a classic basket case in need of eveiything. 
The first thing Bill did was strip the old bike to the bare es- 
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sentials before sending the frame to my buddy Dave at 
Harbor Vintage Motor Company in Jonesville, Vermont, 
where Dave put it on the frame table for straightening. Bill 
also sent the barrels to Dave for his 0.060"— over bore. Hav- 
ing been a certified Harley mechanic himself since 1980 
including years working at Laidlaw’s Harley-Davidson in 
Rosemead, California, Bill knew the mechanical aspects well 
enough that he rebuilt the VLs bottom end with new bush- 
ings, bearings, and shafts based on factory specs. He also re- 
built the Lmkert M31 carburetor, generator, and distributor 
and brought new life into the three-speed 
transmission’s handshift/foot clutch mechanism. 

Harbor Vintage stitched the leather seat, and the bike has 
many rare options, such as the fork spring cover and other 
one-year-only components. Bill also rewired the bike with a 
correct wiring harness, which adds to the bike s originality. 

Next, Bill laced the factoiy- optional 18" wheels with new 
spokes and rims before wrapping them with Coker dia- 
mond-tread 4.50-18" tires. The bike s fenders weren’t the 
correct-year pieces, so he sourced a new set, plus proper 
tanks, from Replicant Metals in Pennsylvania. The crew at 
Colormania in San Diego, California, sprayed the sheet 
metal with factoiy-correct colors — Venetian Blue and 
Kiyon Cream — and the paint scheme includes gold 
pinstripping. The finished look is fantastic, contributing to 
the bike’s 99.25 score in concourse judging. That’s a near- 
perfect effort. Bill could make it a perfect 100-point 
machine, but he prefers that the pushrod tubes remain 
chromed rather than the factoiy-correct cad plating. 

Bill’s shop turns out three or four full-on restorations a 
year. He describes himself as a big fan of VLs, and he backs 
that claim with two more VLs, which he owns, a 1930 and a 
’33. Bill doesn’t let this ’36 VL’s 99.25-point judge score deter 
him from riding it either; he rides this bike often, citing how 
well it handles and performs. It looks as though Bill found 
his own tipping point with this fine restoration. AIM 
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EVENT 

continued from page 70 



lots of Westerns, is here, too. We also 
had the option of going to the Saguaro 
National Park to check out the huge 
cactus forest. We passed the edge of this 
national park on the way to the Old 
Tucson movie lot. On a previous visit 
here, I paid a visit to the nearby Pima 
Aircraft Museum. Being an aircraft me- 
chanic, I had to go see the planes. Pima 
has the largest collection of one-of-a- 
kind aircraft in the world. Since IVe 
been to all three before, I decided to go 
off on my own and check out the Titan 
Missile Museum m nearby Sahuanta. 
Also known as Air Force Facility Mis- 
sile Site 8 or Titan II ICBM Site 571-7, 
this is a real former ICBM missile site 
with eveiything still as it was back 
when fully operational. Yes, even the 
missile is in its silo, but its completely 
decommissioned and inert, of course. 

I then rode to our digs for the night 
to rejoin my riding buddies. We were 
staying at my favorite place on this tour, 
La Posada Lodge & Casitas. The rooms 
here are beautifully decorated in a taste- 



ful blend of Mexican and Western style 
and are veiy comfortable. After a won- 
derful meal and some hanging out, I got 
another great night's sleep. I always 
sleep great on these tours. 

Sadly, the next day was the trip 
back to Phoenix and the comfy Sleep 
Inn— North Scottsdale, which meant 
the trip was almost over, and I would 
soon be leaving my new buddies. As 
IVe said before, though the scenery 
and roads are a big part of the trip, 
what makes the tour so special and fun 
are the wonderful people IVe had the 
pleasure of traveling with and this 
years crew is definitely in that cate- 
goiy. When we weren't riding, we were 
usually laughing. What a great group 
of people ! You can see who I took this 
tour with in this issue's Snaps section. 
Missing are Bill Falls of Somers Point, 
New Jersey; Bill Johnson, our support 
truck guy, who did a great job of han- 
dling all our stuff; and Ron and Elaine 
Booth, the owners of Twisted Trailz. 

AIM 
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InnerBox loading Systems Inc. 




Self-Storing Loading Systems for 



Trikes I Motorcycles I ATVs 
Golf Carts | Snowmobiles & More! 




€brtsitmasf Special 

LoadAII Pro Package 

• System of Choice* 

• Condor Wheel Chock 

with Quick Release Adapter 

• 4x - 2” CargoBuckles 

with S-Hooks 

. 4x- 18” Soft Ties 

Color of Choice 

• Tote Bag 

$2,595.00 

FREE SHIPPING** 



877.241.4330 



❖ 



www.loadall.com 



‘System of choice includes stock standard sizes only (V2-800, V3-630, V3-590, V3-550) 
Additional charges for Avalanche models may apply. Does not include Trike Expansion 
Ramp series. 

“Free shipping applies to continental US ONLY. Additional shipping charges to Alaska, 
Hawaii & international orders will apply. All shipping is accomplished via UPS LTL Freight 
delivery. Free Shipping does not include freight residential delivery. All shipments will be 
delivered to the nearest UPS Freight center based on customer’s zip code. Shipping 
upgrades can be applied to any order for an additional fee. Valid 12/08/2015 - 12/31/2015 
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Astonishing 
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ON HARLEY MVIBSQM" TOURING MODELS 



PATENTED SWING ARM PIVOT ANCHORS 

OFTEN IMITATED, NEVER DUPLICATED 



Got questions? Give us a call 818-623-0697 www.truB-track.co m 

Check 
website 
for holiday 
specials 

Delay Isolators from 
wearing - curb 
instability - Satisfaction 
guaranteed. From l he 
leaders & experts In 
rubber mounted HD 
stabilization 1080-20161 
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Oyna & V-Rod 
True-Track * units 
also available 



i ri " i ■ • Mrt 

jM«WFteWv4 — 

^sssnswaw 



DWXiflfS DC U Tf h i 



Grab a 
handful. 

Hand Clutch Jockey Shifts. 

Install a UU.M.I. Jockey Shift on youn late model 
Hanley® and make youfi bike even mofie of a blait 
to Hide than it alneady ii Jhey’ne made in Amenica 
and can be installed in about 45 minute j on leu. 

Available in black powden coat on chnome fon 
Softaih, Dynai Sayyens. Sponhten 8 Tni-GlideL 

Visit us at 
handshffter.com 
or caSS 

602-509-4776 



TECHLINE 

continued from page 44 



cylinders and not the aluminum XR-750 
cylinders. However, newly designed, 
aluminum, high-tech heads replaced the 
traditional cast-iron Sportster heads. Re- 
located valve ports, different valve an- 
gles, shorter and lighter pushrods, and 
eccentricly shaped rocker shafts — 
whose rotation adjusts valve lash (space) 
— are a few of the innovative and pro- 
gressive features. The heads are ported 
and polished by the famed Jeriy Branch, 
which is H-D’s first foray into headwork 
substituting for more cubic inches to 
gain power. A VOES signals the then- 
new V-Fire III ECM for advance/retard 
ignition settings based on pressure con- 
ditions in the carburetor throat. Twin 
DelkOrto carburetors, each equipped 
with an accelerator pump, hang off the 
right side of the engine, one for each 
cylinder. The exhaust is on the left side 
with high-placed dual megaphone muf- 
flers. In its time, it was the most progres- 
sive street Sportster. However, it leans to 
the left because of exhaust placement, 
and it qualifies as a Milwaukee Vibrator. 
The XR-1000 retains the generator 
charging system. 

The 1983-85 XLX-61 is stripped 
down for the look, plus a lower price of 
$3,995 to attract new riders into the 
fold. Like the other Sportster models of 
this era, a VOES signals the then-new 
V-Fire III ECM for advance/retard 
ignition settings based on pressure con- 
ditions in the carburetor throat. The 
XLX-61 has a peanut gas tank, stag- 
gered dual exhaust with shorty mufflers, 
low handlebars, satm finished engine 
cases, nine-spoke cast aluminum wheels, 
and black and wrinkle black finishes 
reserved for more expensive models. 
The XLX-61 uses a coiled spring clutch 
until early 1984, when a diaphragm 
clutch spring is introduced in late- 1984. 
The 156-watt generator and regulator/ 
rectifier is discontinued after early 1984, 
and the XLX-61 receives the Sportster s 
first alternator charging system in 1984. 



Co nclu sion 

NEXT MONTH, WE’LL START A SERIES 
that explains the technical and machin- 
ing terms you see in press release and 
other places regarding motorcycles, 
cars, and their parts. 

Donny Petersen 

DonnyPetersen.com 
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NEW BIKE SPECS 

continued from page 76 

body’s adjustment collar. The spanner 
stows in a special spot under the seat 
so you can easily increase preload after 
eating a baby-sized burrito for lunch. 

The 1200T still uses its standard-issue 
emulsion shock and Twin Tube system 
to better suit its touring prowess. Harley 
didn’t stop there though, elevating 
Sportster suspension to a whole new 
level with sealed cartridge bodies inside 
the fork tubes. The Forty- Eight, in par- 
ticular, received even more, a fork with 
49mm diameter legs, comparable to 
what’s found on Dynas. The obvious 
benefit is a stiffer fork with minimal flex, 
but the beefy look also enhances the 
Forty- Eight’s Dark Custom persona. 

Harley’s smallest motorcycles, the 
Street 500 and 750, received some im- 
provements for 2016 as well. Think m 
terms of better brakes that now have 
300mm rotors and stylized 34mm two- 
piston calipers. The Street’s braking 
system upgrade also includes new 
aluminum master cylinders and brake 
lines. There’s also a new rear brake 
pedal that's ergonomically positioned; 
beefier brake and clutch levers on the 
handlebar offer improved control and 
feel for the rider. 

Harley’s Trike family reports for 
duty without any major changes. No 
doubt, the Tri Glide continues to 
benefit from Project RUSHMORE im- 
provements from 2014, and the sportier 
Freewheeler appears to be a bull’s-eye 
success, too. I’ve spoken to quite a few 
Freewheeler owners, and our magazine 
has received a bunch of letters, too, 
from owners; they all report that the 
stripped-down, hot rod-style three- 
wheeler offers the existential wind-in- 
your-face feel on a stable platform. 

V-Rods also remain unchanged for 
2016. Besides new paint options, 
Harley engineers managed to find a 
little more torque lurking within the 
liquid-cooled engine. According to the 
2016 specs, engine torque is 87 ft-lbs. 
at 6750 rpm, up from 2015’s 83 ft-lbs. 
at the same revs. Horsepower remains 
the same at 123 hp, although it hits at 
8250 rpm rather than 8000 rpm. 
Sounds like a fair compromise. 

For the full story on Harley’s 
smallest, and biggest, 2016 models, 
take a peek at the accompanying spec 
sheets. AIM 
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Hi* new Rond Captain Fairing, specifically 
proportioned so it looks right on bikes 
like the Street Bob. Fits most Dynas X 
Sportsters and FX Soft alls. / ^ 

Starting at S97. 00 
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www.deadcentcrcycles.coni / 1 866 971 3323 
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PRESCRIPTION MOTORCYCLE GLASSES 
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CYCLE MART 



Cydemart advertising space is available in 
r to 3" sizes and black and white rates are 
as shown below. Please call for two-color & 
four-color ad rates. 



Size 


Six Times 


14 Times 


1" 


$225 


$200 


1/12-Page 


$350 


$320 


V8-Page 


$425 


$395 



Info: American Iron Magazine, Cydemart Divi- 
sion, 1010 Summer Street, Stamford, CT 06905, 
203/425-8777 (US & Canada), or 
e-mail terryo@tamcommunications.com. 




OPEN DAILY 
9AM- 5PM 
YEAR ROUND! 



MOTORCYCLES 
ON DISPLAY! 
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NATIONAL MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM 



319-462-3925 ■ 10? CHAMBER OB, MIAMBA, [A 52205 

WWW.NATI0MALMGMUSEUM.0R6 
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POWERPRO “SSJT 
Dealers, Repair Shops 
Custom Bike Builders 

Harley PIN X Ref. OEM Fiche 

Sales | Service | F&l j Inventory 
Parts | Accessories | Bikes | ATV’s 
PriceFiles: Harfey | Drag | V-Twin 
Biker's Choice | CCI (OEM's | Others 

Low Startup & Low Monthly 

800 - 716-5211 

www.powerprodms.com 





RIGID FACIE MASKS FOR ^ 
MOTORCYCLE RIDERS s 




WWW.SOLIDSiATECOVERS.COM 
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ROB’S DYNO SERVICE 



"Where service and performance gn hand in hand" 




Race Tuner 



Super Tuner 



Master Tuner 



Tuneboy 
Tune Center 

Power Commander 
Tune Center 

Direct Link 
Tune Center 



The perfect combination of engine components St tuning for you and your motorcycle. 



We Are THE Premier Motorcycle Tuning Center 
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Passenger 

COMFORT 

Stowable. Portable. On-Demand. 



Southwest! 
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“One of my favorite tour 
companies. My yearly vacation 
with them is the highlight of 
my summer!” -chrii Mild* 

Editor. American Iron Magazine 

wwwJwlstedTrailzxofir (602) 79548MK 



The Original! 
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BUILD YOUR 
OWN BIKE! 
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Transmissions • Wheels 
Drive Systems • Tanks j 
' Front Ends * Fenders 
Controls and More! 4 



Rob's Used HD Farts 
Herndon, VA 
701-470-6607 
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SPONSORED BY: 



102 CHAMBER DRIVE ANAMOSA, IA 52205 - PHONE: 319.462.3925 

WWW.NATIONALMCMUSEUM.ORG 

The National Motorcycle Museum is a non-profit 501 (c)(3) corporation. 
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MEMORIES • Sponsored by CAIMag. 



Wayne Lickman sent in these two 1949 photos, which 
were taken in Windsor, Ontario. The one on the right is of 
his late father, Glen, moving his early-1940s Indian Chief. 
The other pic shows his mother, who is now 86 years old, 
posing with the Chief. Note the leaf spring front end. 

WAYNE LICKMAN 
Windsor, OH 




Richard Marshall, whose dad was a Harley- 
Davidson dealer when Richard was a kid in the 
early 1950s, sent in these two pics, each from a 
different era. The 1950 photo shows Betty on the 
1949 Panhead. Richard tells us that she was the 
wife of one of my dad’s customers, Jack, who 
was also an amateur photographer. Jack took a 
lot of motorcycle pictures and, after he passed, 

Betty gave Richard everything she had that was motorcycle-related. 

The group picture was taken in 1930 and shows a riding club that was based in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania. The member 
on the seat was Lester “Les” Force, who Richard knew in the 1950s. Richard writes that “Les was one of the older riders 
at my dad’s shop. But ‘Les Force’ wasn’t a good description for his motorcycle. He was always working on the motor to 
get more power. He rode a cycle until 1980, still riding a 1947 FL. It was funny when Pennsylvania started requiring a 
motorcycle riding test in the 1970s. The guy giving the test looked at Les and his 1947 and said ‘How long have you been 
riding?’ Les said “about 47 years.’” 

RICHARD MARSHALL 

Spring City, PA 



If you have a submission to Memories, send it with all the info you have about the image to Letters@AmericanlronMag.com or Memories, American Iron Magazine, 1010 Summer Street, Stamford, CT 06905. 
If we use yours, you'll get a free one-year subscription or extension (let us know which). Do not send the actual photo, only a high-resolution image. 
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Scoff Jacobs Art Gallery • Custom Framing • Vintage Motorcycles 
And the return of the Original 1909 Soda Fountain! 












670 MAIN 



Follow the remodel! Search Scott Jacobs Studio: 
ST, DEADWOOD SO • (760) 



510-9913 





Classic Design, Modern Construction, Superior Performance 

The 240 combines an aramid belt for durability with an offset tread distortion for better grip 
Available in traditional biackwall or classic whitewall single stripe or double stripe 

The 270 features a classic, full aspect rath sawtooth design and 4 ply rated nylon carcass 
for extended wear. Available in traditional black wall or classic single stripe whitewall 
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